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For a Memc^ of Dr Adam, suitable to his 
various qualities as a man, and as a scholar, 
there does not exist any sufficient fund of ma- 
terials« Had not the authour of the present 
attempt been &lly convinced of this deficien- 
cy, his love for his excellent fiiend would 
liave prompted him to make a similar experi- 
ment, soon afbr the melancholy event whicb 
rendered it proper. Of this, however, he laid 
aside all thoughts, till it was recently brought 
muier his view by the earnest solicitations of 
a friend. In this instance, therefore, as in 
others of the same nature, the mere act of be^ 
ginning the work may be said to have amount* 
ed to almost half its accomplishment From a 
scanty stock of materials, and by the aid of 
memory, the writer has been enabled to com-> 
{^te much more than he was led to antici- 
pate from his original expectations* 
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Authours commcmly bring before their 
readers, in hostile array, all the difficulties 
which they have encountered ; often, no doubt^ 
with a view to excite commiseration. Tke 
.only difficulties which the present writer ex- 
perienced, amidst ail his wants, proceeded 
jfeom anxiety to do justice to high conc^tions 
of the character to be delineated^ and from 
those feelings which are necessarily connected 
with the unceasing calls of a laborious profesr 
«on, in direct hostility to all literary specula^ 
tion. Upon the whole, in this as in many 
other occurrences in life equally important, 
he has found it beneficial to apply the words 
of Terence : " Ut quimus, quando ut volu^ 
mus non Ucet-" His grateful remembrances 
are due to several friends for their assistance, 
and for their encouraging expressions. To 
the gentleman who has so disinterestedly tar 
ken this narrative under his protection, and 
to his friends, the authour trusts that his next 
appearance will be more creditable. 
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Every reader will be able to discover feults 
among those reflections which the writer has 
ventured to introduce in the course of his nar- 
rative. But every reader may also perceive 
an anxious wish on the part of the authour to 
use the means which are in his hands, and to 
do justice to depirted excellence. And he 
who sees the latter, yet cannot forgive the for- 
mer, is one whom the authour is not solici- 
tous to please, and whom it may be some ho- 
nour to offend. 



Edinburgh, 
ZUtJuly 1910. 



} 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Digitized by 



Googk 



LIFE OF Dr. ADAM. 



^ If H be guccesdi^I in answering^ the end intended, it surelj 
win be prodnctiYa of the most iin|K»rtant advantages.^ 

jVevei. did Uograpber attempt a memoir 
with feelings of respect for its object warmer 
tiian thc^e by which the writer of this sketch 
is animated* While he confesses the scanty 
foundation of materials on which he has to 
build his superstructure, he is still satisfied, 
that, in the course of his brief narrative, facts 
will occur, which may Ije rendered instruc- 
tive to his readers, and, in fhe detail of which, 
he will have occasion to refer to those refined 
sensations which are awakened only in the 
happiest moods of the contemjdative mind. 

It is a remark which experience warrants, 
that the Uterary world has been much more 
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indebted to the talents of men who have 
passed their early years in obscurity, and 
who in after life have had to struggle with 
all the evils of poverty and misfortune, than 
to those who have been ushered into the 
world with a celebrity derived from their par 
reniSy and have been afterwards hdped for- 
ward by all the aids of affluence and polished 
society. The difference of capability which 
this disparity would appear to occaaon is not 
to be Rashly estimated. One individual may 
hardly seem to be impeded by the obstacles 
which he has to overcome. They may only 
whet his perseverance, and may be applied to 
the salutary purpose of calling into action 
the various powers of a superiour understand- 
ing. In this point of view, it is easy to show 
good reasons against the existence of the con- 
tradiction which is apparently involved in the 
preceding remark. In the eyes of the world, 
certain persons have a sort of hereditary claim 
to the talents, as well as to the reputation of 
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their ancestors. They have thus secured the 
approbation of the -drcle in which they move, 
and are often possessed of a handsome com- 
petency. Here, then, occurs the crisis at 
which the absence of a proper stimulus is felt ; 
and, unless these be men of original genius, 
they sit down, with folded arms, to pass their 
lives in all the indolence of common-^place 
characters. » 

The late Dr Alexander Adam afforded a 
happy illustration of these remarks. His ori- 
ginal situation was destitute of the adventitious 
appendages of fortune ; yet, by his .own exer- 
tions, he obtained in after life the summit 
of that literary elevation ta which he aspired. 
He was bom at G>ats of Burgie, in the parish 
of RaJBford, and county of Moray. The Revd. 
William Stephen, the present minister of Raf- 
ford, has been so kind as to inspect the parish 
register, and to transmit the result. In writing 
to the authour, that gentleman observes, "It 
appears the session-clerk, at the perio4 of 
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Pr Adam'a baptumt l»d not bean so nd^ 
jiute as b? ou^t to have bwu with regar4 
to the births of th« parishi(Hi«r«' children, 
IQost of these b^bog omitted in the recordf 
Yet, as the pne event seldom precedes the 
other h^rf beyond the space of a few days, 
90 4Qubt oan be entertained of the month 
9Xid year, in which Dr Adam was bom,, be-^ 
ing Jwie 1741'" His £ither, John Adam, 
rented one of those small farms which then 
abomided in the north of Scotland. Though 
the improvements in husbandry have now ren- 
dered the profesncm of a &rmer affluent, yet 
it may be q^estioi^ whe^er tibe present race 
of $cotish farmers, so r^xuurkable for wealth 
and poUtical influence, are superiour* to th^ 
less wealthy predecessours in uiwillied piety, 
genuine worth, and useluhiess to the com- 
munity* John Adam and Christian Watson, 
though respectable, were not rich. They 
were, however, in such circumstances as en-^ 
abled them to make good their determination 
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of keeping their son at school, till such time 
jas he should be entitled to become a el^nant 
for a bursanfi to enable him to prosecute his 
studies at one of the universities* In bis bet* 
ter days> the rector never hesitated to recur 
to his origin ; and he has been heard to say, 
that, before he left hi$ father's ho\3se, he had 
even occasionally aj^ared in the character 
of a neat'-herd. It has been asserted that he 
was employed in this nuean capacity ; but, upon 
referring to an authority which the writer 
thinks the best, it turns out, that, in takii^ 
charge of his father's cattle, young Adam 
only followed the whim of a day or two ; and 
it does jMi appear that he had adopted this 
rural profession feom necessity. After g<nng 
through the routine of the Latin language, as 
it was then usually taught in a parochial 
$chool, Mr Adam turned his steps towards 
Aberdeen, with the intention of contending 
for a bursary, or exhibition of small value. 
It was at King's College that he made the at- 
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tempt. But there, his proficiency in Latin 
was not approved ; he was declared incom-*- 
petent, and in consequence remanded to his 
studies under his schooknaster Mr Fiddes, of 
whomnothing has beeJh handed downto us but 
his name^ It is not probable that he was a 
man of the brightest intellectual powers ; for if 
those qualities, which afterwards made Mr 
Adani so conspicuous, had begun to appear^ 
it seems probable that they would have beeii 
secoiided by such cultivation on the master's 
part, as to have brought off the pupil with sue-* 
<^ss at his fitst academical contention. But 
his misfortune, and the influence which it evi- 
dently appears to have had on his future exer* 
tions^ serve to inculcate industry upon the 
young student, and to shew, that, though pre- 
sent success be small, much may be effected 
by fixed determination. At this point, it is 
likely that Mr Adam first entered the com- 
bat in which he so signally prevailed ; and 
here, perhaps, was elicited that vital spark 
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which lighted him to , iuiuie fatne. Adverse 
events ilidke a &voiu:ab)e impression oil $ome 
minds, by superindiicing that firmness- anad 
persever^e which often rear the feir &bric 
bf feme and fortune. Had young Mr Adam 
iieen composed o£ those materials which are 
•apt to be deranged by every discouraging cir-.- 
icumstanc^, he might, at the period ito. which 
we refer, have relinquished his eiqpectations 
of success in the learned professions, and con-- 
tinned for the rest of his days in oblivion. . 
After a season spent in renewing his former 
exercises, he wa? encouraged to go to Edin- 
burgh, about the beginning of the year 1758, 
by the representations and advice of the Rev. 
Mr Watson, then minister of Canongate pa- 
rish, and a relation of Mrs Adam. His stu- 
dies were continued with unremitting vigour, 
and his finances were so straitened, that, in 
his anxiety to go forward to the grand object 
of his career, he even abridged his portion of 
the necessaries of hfe. He entered th? lo- 
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gic dass in tiie ttniversity of Edinburgh cm 

the 4th November 1758^ and about the same 

time b^an to assist young Mr Macohocliie^* 

in that capacity which is commonly styled a 

private teacher. For his services, he received 

only one guinea in three months ; yet, as he 

had no other method of raising a sixpence, he 

contrived to subsist upon this sum, and in a 

manner which will now appear incredible. 

He lodged in a small room at Restalrigy in 

the north«eastem suburbs ; and for this ac^ 

coramodation he paid fourpence per week. 

All his meals, except dinner, uniformly con* 

sisted of oatmeal made into porridge, together 

with small-beer, of which he only allowed 

himself half-a-bottle at, a time. When he 

wished to dine, he purchased a penny-loaf at 

the nearest baker's shop ; and, if the day was 

fair, he would despatch his meal in a walk to 

the MeadowSy or Hope Parky which is adjoin- 



* Now a Lord c( Session, by the title of Lord Meadowbank. 
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ing to the southern part of the citj ; but, if 
the weather was foiil, he had recourse to some 
long and lonely stair, which he would climb|^ 
eating his dinner at every step. By this 
means all expense for cookery was avoided, 
and he wasted neither coals nor candles ; for, 
when he was chill, he used to run till his blood 
began to glow, and his evening studies were 
always prosecuted under the roof of some one 
or other of his companions. These anec- 
dotes of Mr Adam's college Ufe were com- 
municated to the authour by Mr Luke Fraser, 
Jate one of the masters of the High School, 
who was at the logic class with Mr Adam, 
and Mr Blair of Avojitown, now President of 
the Court of Session, The youths of Scot- 
land have hitherto been remarkable for par- 
simony and perseverance ; but no man was 
ever more completely under the influence of 
a virtuous emulation than Mr Adam, The 
particulars of his conduct which are here re- 
lated, have not been exaggerated in any man- 
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ncr ; for he frequently told the same story td 
his pupils. At a convivial meeting between 
Mr Adam and Mr Fraser, the latter, who was 
very sceptical as to Mr Adam*s parsimony, 
took the trouble of bringing together upon 
paper the various items of his friend^s expen-- 
diture, and actually found that in six months 
it did not amount to two guineas. 

In 1760, an association of young men, 
chiefly composed of persons attending the 
university, was formed, under the title oiThe 
Newtonian Society. Of this association Mr 
Adam appears for some time to have been 
the secretary. This fact was discovered, and 
obligingly communicated to the writer of this 
memoir, by Mr Kerr of Aytoun. That gen^ 
tleman's information was derived from a do- 
cument among the papers which were put 
into his hands for a biographical account of 
the late Mr William Smellie ; and, from the 
same authority, it appears that a book, in 
which the proceedings of the Newtonian Sor^ 
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diety were recorded, was in the possesion of 
©r Adam. Upon applying to the doctor's 
^^mily, the authour has been informed, in 
reply to his importunities, that ** many pa- 
pers and letters of the doctor's are still in 
existence, but none of them can be of any 
service with respect to a memoir of his life/' 
The authour does not presume to contradict 
any statement proceeding from those who 
ought to be expected to have so much at 
heart the reputation of their deceased relative. 
He must, however, simply express his sur*- 
piise^ that afttiong a mass of papers relative 
to the concerns of a man who lived so long 
as Dr Adam, and who was so usefully employ- 
ed, there should be nothing which could be 
introduced with propriety in this place. 

Mr Adam was employed for a short while 
as an under teacher in George Watson's Hos* 
pital, and in 176 1 was elected master, after 
a comparative trial of skill* In this situation 
he is said to have remained for three years ; 
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isoid, besides discharging the duties of his of- 
fice^ he was anxiously engaged in cultivating 
an intimate acquaintance with the classics. 
Such unwearied research must have largely 
contributed to form the ground-work of that 
erudition which was afterwards so skilftdly 
employed. As a proof how ardently he em- 
braced every opportunity of adding to his 
knowledge of ancient lore while he resided 
in Watson's Hospital, it has been stated that 
he read the entire histories of Herodotus, Thu- 
c^rdides, and Xenophon, as well as all the 
works of Cicero and livy. Ndr did he per- 
use those models of excellence in a superficial 
manner. In his progress, he regularly took 
such notes as led to point out the most effi- 
cient method of obtaining a critical acquaint- 
ance with these writers. 

He used to relate that the first auction 
of books at which he attended, soon aftier 
he came to Edinburgh,^ was that in which 
the Ubrary of the celebrated Ruddiman was 
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sold. Here he purchased several volumes ; 
upon the possession of which, as well as of 
others which fell in his way many years af- 
terwardsy 1^ used to congratulate himself, 
from the circumstance of their containing va- 
rious annotatipns in the handwriting of their 
former possessor. He informed the writer of 
these memoirs, that he had in his library a 
manuscript copy of Ruddiman's grammar, 
translated into French by " Jacques Porte, 
Ministre du St Evangile, et Regent au Col- 
lege du Geneve." This manuscript had been 
executed, with much neatness, under the eye 
of the translator, and was transmitted by him 
to the original authour, together with a Latin 
letter. 

In i764Mr Adam taught for three months 
the class of Mr Farquhar, one of the masters 
of the High School, who was at that time in 
' a bad state of health. Mr Robert Dundas of 
Amiston, now Lord Chief Baroil of Scotland, 
was then one of Mr Farquhar's pupils. Mr 
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Matheson, who was Rector, fell ill in the sam^ 
year ; and in a short time, no less than six 
young men attempted, as assistants, to fill his 
places Mr Robertson, afterwards minister of 
Sdkirk, was one of these ; Mr Baillie, who 
latterly became a minister of Ac Relief per-^ 
suasion, was another ; and Dr Panton, who 
was at a later period a clergyman of the church 
of England, was the third. Mr Panton was 
bound to teach for six months ; but, upon 
trial, he found himself inadequate to the ma- 
nagement, and literally ran off^ leaving a card 
behind him, expressing that he could not 
have persevered in his charge^ even for the 
whole emolimients of the school. The truth 
was, that the boys in the rector's class were 
almost all grown up ; and, having become ex- 
tremely restless, they were quite immanage- 
able by any person to whom they had not 
been previously accustomed. When Mr Ma- 
theson first assumed the charge of his class, 
it consisted of only 17 boys; and, when the 
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day of examiimtion came, the number amount-^ 
ed to no more than 18. Upon the 20th of 
November 1765, when Mr Fraser had begun 
to teach the same class, it increased to 64. 

Having become preceptor to the son of Mr 
Kincaid, late Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Mr 
Adam resigned his situation in Heriot's Hos- 
l^tal. At this time, it has been asserted, his 
views of advancement in life were directed to 
the church, and that he was on the eve of 
being licensed as a preacher of the gospel. 
Among all the advantages which flow from 
the ecclesiastical establishment of Scotland, it 
is a cheering fact, that the church has literal- 
ly been a nur^ry for genius and talent of 
every description>. This is highly honoiur- 
able to the legislature which contrived our sys- 
tem of church-discipline, and to those by 
whom it has been preserved and perfected. 
We do not at present recognise, among all 
the countries on the globe, any one, in which 
the benign influences of religious order have 
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been so beautifully exemplified as in our na* 
tive land. There are men, at present in pos- 
s^on of the honours of our national churchy 
who likewise occupy the proudest rank in the 
temple of fame. These men stand as irre-^ 
fragable proo& against the silly insinuationi^ 
of those who assert, that he who comes with-^ 
in the pale of their order, incurs the certain 
hazard of having his capacity and his viewi 
contracted to their petty interests ; that he is 
doomed to think of nothing else than how 
free inquiry may be checked ; how the at- 
tachment of Jhe vulgar may be secuy^ ; how 
the reign of old prejudices may be tpontinued ; 
and how the clergy m?iy repose, if not in 
wealth, at least in indolence and supine theo-. 
logy. Need we mention names, in order to 
repel such base insinuations from idle de- 
claimers ? Or, is it to be supposed, that if Mr 
Adam had once been admitted into the sanc- 
tuary, he would have sunk under that fatal 
lethargy which would have benumbed those 
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energies of mind with which he was gifted by 
nature, or destroyed that taste for literature, 
which education had so krotigly imjdanted 
in his breast, and which it is not Kkdy that 
ally adventitious circumstance could hav^ re* 
moved ? 

■ In the beginning of 1767, Mr Matheson, 
who continued to be rector of the High School, 
finding that his infirmities incapacitated him 
from discharging the duties of his class, signi- 
fied an intention of retiring. Mr Adam was 
accordingly brought forward in Mr Mathe- 
son 's place, -and one-half of the Rector's salar^jr 
was assigned to him for the time during which 
he should be employed. In this manner he 
acted for one year, tifl, by the esertions of 
Provost Kincaid, it was stipulated that Mr 
Adam's allowances should be raised, upon 
condition of his undertaking to fill his situa- 
tion for three years, in case of Mr Matheson ^s 
protracted incapacity. If he recovered, it was 
understood that he had power to resume the 
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complete charge ; but if that did not happen 
to be the case within the stipulated period, Mr 
i^dam was to be named rector conjointly with 
Mr Matheson. The latter event having oc- 
curred, the rectorship was, in the early part of 
the year 1771, left to Mr Adam, who renoun- 
ced, during the life of Mr Matheson, the sa- 
lary which he received from the Town of Edin- 
burgh, and which at that time amounted only 
to a few shillings above L. 30. To this he 
added L. 20 ayear from his own emolumeilts. 
These deductions proved a considerable drain 
upon his income, as his class was then but 
thinly attended, and his predecessour survived 
upwards of twenty years after this transaction* 
But these were matters of subordinate im- 
portance to the effects which this arrangement 
produced upon Mr Adam's progress in the 
world. He was now placed at the head of a* 
seminary which was susceptible of much im*- 
provement. Its respectability was raised, un- 
det his auspices, to an unprecedented pitch ; 
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and, by his exertions arising out of his connec- 
tion with it, he erected a lasting monument 
of his talents and industry* We have there- 
fore arrived at an epoch in the history of vtis 
life. 

Like all other institutions, the public schools 
of Scotland appear to have undergone many 
vicissitudes J but some one or other of the 
learned men which this country has produced, 
at every period of her history, seems always 
to have been feelingly alive to their welfare. 
The Scotish parliament enacted, in the year 
1494^ that the eldest sons of barons and of 
freeholders should be sent to the grammar- 
schools, in order to be instructed in the Latin 
language. To the infringement of this sta- 
tute they annexed a penalty of twenty pounds. 
Like all other- enactments, however, which 
have a direct tendency to force improvement 
upon a people, these well-meant provisions 
seem to have failed of their intended effect. 
So early again as 1562, Winzet complains, 
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in strong language, of th^ n^^lec^ state of 
the schools. " Th^ sipgular vtilitie thairof 
to the commbun-weWi," he says, ** causit me ^ 
t^jieruell gretumUc, quhou in tynies passit^ 
amang sa gret liberalitie and ryche dotatLons 
made in Scotland of sindry fqndationi$ to 
reUgioun and science, that sa litle respeet 
h^ ^u^ h^nn had to the grammar-sculisj^ 
(quhairin comoi^ie the maist h^ppy and first 
3edis of the said comon-welth ar sawin) that^ 
in roony towjTiis, thair is not sa ^lekle proui- 
dit as a common house i and, in nane almaist 
of al, ane sufl^ci^t life to am techear, albeit 
ma he requirit to yixdertak the cuir deulie, as 
becmnis of opy a scuil. And agane, quhou 
it mycht be, that, at this time,^ quhen men 
presis to reform al cause of ^orance and 
abuse, that sa few childer war haldin at the 
studie of ony scieace, and specialie of gram-, 
ijw." Betl^: tiroes succeeded; and^ even^ 
amidst turbulence and fenaticism, the High^ 
School of i^d^buish stiU maiiiitail^ itsf^ce. 
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In the year 1 640, it seems to have been thought 
poUtic to devise a code of discipline for the 
guidance of that seminary. The " Ordo Scko- 
Ice Grarnmaticce Edinensis'^ exhibits a curious 
picture of what it actually was at that period.* 
Mr Adam was doubtless convinced, at an 
early period, of the natural tendency which 
talents and undeyiating industry have to be- 
come eminent in society. Nothing short of 
such a conviction could ever h^ve impelled 
him to undergo the round of patient, silent, 
and almost unnoticed exertion, which had 
hitherto characterized the tenour of his days. 
But, it would in all likelihood point out to him, 
by a kind of secret and implicit anticipatioUj^ 
that the time was at hand, when he was to 
pvince his claim to be placed above those mor- 
tals who exist only for ^ their day .and gene- 
nttion.'* He lived at a period, and in a so- 
ciety, which, though not remarkable for rcr 
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finement, was, upon the whole, fevourable jtq 
the appearance of a man of merit who hel4 
his own powers under proper management* 
If Dr Adam's mind had been infected with 
any tendency to exuberance, the influence 
of those circumstances in which he was 
originally placed, and the nature of his ?Lych 
cations, would have dissipated his powers, and 
unfitted them for the peculiar purposes for 
which they now appear to have been bestowed, 
before proceeding to illustrate this in a more 
4etail^ manner^ it may be proper to observe 
the great consequences Which ensue from the 
appearance of a number of active geniuses at 
the same time, and in the vicinity of one an- 
other. The fact is, that thoug^i each may 
take up a different departixient of literature 
or science, yet the tendency which they have 
to coalesce is pregnant with important conse-r 
quences. Though the influence which suqh 
an association is likely to gain over the letter- 
ed class of a nation is rather too extensive to 
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be always well applied, yet the mutual sup^ 
port which they reciprocate, and the attempts 
which they thence make to harmonize the 
various combinations of human knowledge^ 
at last produces, as it were, a stream which 
may fertilize the whole country in its course, 
^nd delight the beholder with the most sub- 
lime appearances in nature* 

Mr Hume begins his Political Discourses 
with the remark, that " the greatest part of 
mankind may be divided into two classes j 
that of shallow thinkers, who fall short of the 
truth, and that of abstruse thinkers, who go 
beyond it,*' This accomplished writer thus 
proceeds : ^ The latter class are by far the 
most uncommon, and, I may add, by far* the 
most useful and valuable ; they suggest hints 
at least, and start difficulties, which they want 
perhaps skill to pursue, but which may pro- 
duce very fine discoveries, when handled by 
men who have a jnore just way of thinking* 
At worst, what they say is uncommon^ and^ 
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if it ifthduld cost some pains to comprehend it, 
one has, however, the pleasure of hearing 
something that is new/' These observations 
are made in the auihonr's usual haj^y manner. 
Indeed, so far as they go, they are perfectly 
correct, and are sufficient for shewing his pe-» 
culiar, though truly philosophical, habits of 
Flection. It clearly appears^ at the same 
time^ that though these descriptions of per- 
sons really form two distinct classes, yet th^ 
by no means include the whole thinking part 
of the species. They who have taken pains 
to discover and to distinguish, must have per* 
ceived that there is also another set, which, 
though neither composed of shallow nor ab-^ 
stnise thinkers, is, in reality, the most useful 
and respectable. This class is composed of in-f 
dividuals who, from a careful examination of 
their own powers, never attracipt to go be- 
yond them. They waste no time in idle spe- 
culation, but, having chalked out a path suit- 
ed to their own strength and abilities, pursue 
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it steadily till they arrive at the en4 of their 
journey. In this way^ they seldom dazzle or 
astonish ; but, they see accurately what they 
are doing, and make no hasty or i^se steps. 
To this dass Mr Adam belonged. Having ac- 
qmred haUts of intense application, which 
are so powerful when united with a well-re- 
gulated mind, originally speculative; and 
having forborne to bring fojrward the fruits 
of his studies^ till they were fairly applicaWe 
to the scrupulous discharge of his active pro- 
fessional duties, he found happiness in his 
proper avocations j and was truly useful to 
mankind. It is not td be supposed, because 
he limited the exereise t>f his powers, that he 
possessed no talents for general discussion. 
His predilection for all who dii^nguished 
themselves in any liberal pursuit, indicated 
something more than a ma-^ taste for the 
higher speculations of geniuSi His sedate and 
cortiprehensive manner of thinking followed 
him thr9ugh Ufej and, utility being always in 
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his vie W9 it formed a safe and steady pilot for 
his judgment ^^ Amplissimam illam onmium 
artinm bene vivendi disciplinam, vita magis 
quam Uteris felidter persecutus/' 

The writer foresees, with anxiety, that the 
present and other passages of this memoir will 
appear, to some of his readers, to partake too 
much of the nature of theoretical discussion. 
He can only say in extenuation, that, to the 
best of his judgment, he thinks he could not 
have properly illustrated the motives and cha^ 
racter of his fidend without introducing such 
passages; and surely, in an age when the 
public listen to a dissertation intended to free 
Petrarch and Laura from the charge of illicit 
love, an attempt to investigate the conduct, 
and to appreciate the virtues of Dr Adam, will 
not be thought superfluous^ 

In the autumn of 1771, the Rector visited 
Paris, accompanied by Mr Townshend, an 
English clergyman^ who was regarded as a 
j&an of considerable abilities. Their journey 
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was circumscribed^ on account of the limited 
time allowed for a vacation at the High 
School; but the travellers inspected all the 
most remarkable places, then resorted to by 
strangers, in the French capital. They like- 
wise made their appearance at court, and Mr 
Adam, in conformity to the mode^ attired him- 
self in all the custom^y fopperies, such as ap* 
pending an enormous bag to his hair, and 
wearmg an immensely long rapier. He did 
not, however, bring home with him any fe- 
vourable idea of the French people in gene- 
ral, but always reprehended the rage of iiiji-p. 
tation in this country. 

The work which laid tiie foundation of Mr 
Adam's reputation was his Latin Grammar. 
This book was published in May 1772, and 
ks merits underwent the severest scrutiny s 
for no sooner was it generally known, or 
rather no sooner was it generally drculated, 
than it met with the most violait opposition* 
la the month of July of thes^ne year^itws^ 
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severely attacked by an anaaaymous critick^ 
in Bud^m^'s We^y Magazine, voL 17. 
p. 1 1 7. The 1 9th volume of the same wo^k, a 
number of which appeared in Jano^^ 1773, 
con^^ns a laborious attempt to satir^ the 
Hector in Latin. Ap account is pretend- 
ed to be gjLven of his trav^els, and it is ^id that 
he visited foreign f^ountri^ to get himself a 
name* He is accused of j^ll^ging, upon his 
return, the repositories qf Thomas Ruddim^a; 
and, after he had copied that authour's just obr 
$efvations and his errojars promiscuously like a 
plagiary, of having obtruded them ^m the pub- 
Ucasdiscoveriesof his own. Numbers of school- 
masters, who had implicit faith in Ruddi^ian's 
Grammar^ thought that Mr Adam had com- 
initted a species of literary heresy which was^ 
not to be tolerated. Qur authour, on the 
other hand, was naturally anxious that he 
should teapb his pupils, oji his own principles,, 
frpm that book, which was the produce of 
muclj labour and many anxious hours. It wa&, 
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but B0t till it l^d been imder the in^pectioxi 
of the literati &r a oonsideraUe penod^ nor, 
till the Bector had good reason to believe 
tiiat pmctice would sanction what he had fully 
anticipated in theory, His expectations of 
success were ftdly confirmed by the fcivour-* 
able opinions of several learned and ingenious 
ecmtemporaiies. Nay, so feiirful was he of 
committing himself before the public in an* 
undertaking of 50 much cm^iequence, that he 
transnutted his manuscript, in the year before 
it was puHished, to Bishop Louth. He had 
the satis&ction to find, that the opinion of the 
exalted prelate agreed with his own; and he 
quotes a part of it in Ms prefece with becoming 
pstentation, He had also contracted an ac- 
quaintance with Lord Kam^ and, in conse- 
quence of their friendly intercourse, communi-r 
^ted several of his ideas upon general gram- 
mar to that wonderful man. This liberaUty wasi 
reciproeaJ, and their Mendship continued un-^ 
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til the death of Lord Kam^, which happen- 
ed on the 27th of December 1782. The fol- 
lowing passage occurs in a letter from his 
Lordship to his bookseller, dated October 
20^ 1773- *^ Tell my good friend Mr Alex- 
ander Adam, that I have ready for him, a 
most exact definition of a verb which even 
Mr Harris has missed/' 

The Rector's grammar had not been long 
taught in the seminary under his controul, 
wjien dissensions arose. In these he was impli- 
cated, and the consequence was, that in 1778, 
the practice of teaching in the High School 
from twogrammarswas commenced. TheRec- 
tor taught in his class from his own book, and 
the other four masters from that of Ruddi-r 
man. 

Mr Adam's behaviour, however, and his 
reputation for talents, procured him thefiiend- 
ship of Dr Robertson, a historian who has 
heen aptly styled the British Livy • To the in- 
tercourse arising out of this connection, the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



39 

Rectdr owed a title of litetary distinction 
which was very gratifying, and which un^ 
questionably had a share in contributing to 
his future elevationi At a convivial meeting^ 
where Dr Robertson and he were present, 
some conversation occurred respecting the 
Latin grammar; and a gentleman remarked, 
that the authour should have been entitled, 
like Mr Ruddiman, to affix M« A* to his 
name. Dr Robertson observed, that such a 
title was not sufficiently respectable for the 
Rector of the High School, but LL. D. would^ 
in his opinion, be more appropriate. Mr 
Adam modestly replied, th^t, before accepting 
such an honour, he wo\ild be obliged to con« 
suit his friends, and to do away those scruples 
which existed in his mind, on account of the 
small service which he had done for litera«« 
ture. Dr Robertson was of a different opi- 
nion ; and, in consulting the interests of the 
University of Edinburgh, of which he was 
principal, he saw it was expedi^it to confer 
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tat the Bcctor the d^ree of Doctor of Laws. 
At his recommendatioii, therefore, a diploma 
was i^ued, and dated ^^ Edznburgtj anno salu* 
tis htmumcB nsOyNonis JugustV^ Dr Adam 
must have felt, that the value of his degree 
(which was at that time rarely given in Scot-^ 
land) was much enhanced in coming from 
such a source ; and the members of the col-^ 
!^e were, doubtless, convinced that he had 
merited such a testimoniaL 

At the High School, the former spirit of 
insubordination now manifested itself in the 
most distressing altercations. So high did 
these disputes run^ and so busy had some in- 
dividials been in reporting them to those in 
authority, that^ on the sd of February 17865 
tiie Lord Provost recommended to the Coun-^ 
cil to submit the maltters in dispute to Dr Ro^ 
bertson, Principal of t]ie University of Edin-* 
burgh, and to the Greek and Latin Professors, 
Dalzell and HiU. In October of the same 
year, these learned persons gave in their re-^ 
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port on the various paatters submitted to them. 
Thw wishes aeem, from the tenpur of the re-^ 
commeixdations made^ to have been very pro- 
perly directed to the great object of conciliar 
tion i an object which was now becom? peeu- 
liaily desirable^ in order tp save the distracted 
sejiiinwy fironi utter disgrace; They recpm* 
inei^ed.that the pwisters should select, upon 
inattfre^OMisultatiQii^ Ifom ^uddipian's gramr 
mar, puch rules as th^y thought most proper 
to be taught; The sapie rules were to be 
adopted ]E)y the Rector, who w^ to have power 
to add such of his pw^ ^^s as he plight deem 
most essential in connecting this stvidy of Eng- 
Hsh with Latin graTpn[iar.^ fhis really ap- 
pears tp have been a wise sugginstion. It prpT 
cte^^ upon the principle of allaying diiH?Pr4 
in the mean time, fay shewing ^o undue bia$ 
to the grammar of Ruddiman, in holding it 
forward as a standard o^ excell^ce, i^qr any 
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preference for the Rector, by a depreciation 
, of the book which his own was formed to su- 
persede. But these well-meant advices, and 
the calm determination of Dr Adam to hold 
forth his grammar till it should stand or fall 
by its intrinsic qualities, seem to have beeit 
contemned. The refractory masters present- 
ed a counter-representation and -petition to 
the Magistrates of fedinburgh, -in November 
1785,* praying that Ruddiman's book might 
alone be taught in the High School. The 
Council gave no decision till the 23d of Au- 
gust 1786, when (after «%had, dotibtless, be- 
stowed their best consideration on the subject) 
an order was issued, directing that Ruddiman's 
Grammar should be the text-book for the 
Rector and masters, and that " no other gram- 
mar should be vraed.'' Dr Adam continued 
firm to his purpose, and took the trouble of 
addressing a letter to his patrons, in which, 
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by his usual clear and ?u:gumentative mode of 
statement, he endeavoured to convince these 
learned men, XhaiX reason alone induced him 
to introduce his own work, and that experience 
compelled him to continue in the exercise of 
Im own judgment. On the 29th of Novem- 
ber 1785 the former order was renewed,* and 
penalties were annexed to disobedience. Here 
afewrexparks occur, which it is but fair to state, 
not as arguments in justification of the line of 
conduct pursued by the Rector, which will ef^ 
fectually justify itself, but as conveying facts 
which ought to be kept in view. In the first 
place, the ynprejudiced r^der, who t^kes the 
trouble to peruse the reasonings jof the schools 
masters, which appear iij the Appendix^ must 
perceive that they are, in their structure, radi^ 
cally wrong. In them there is no question 
feirly stated, nor are any specific facts brought 
0Ut to guide a decision. They only contain 
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the dkta of four falliye men; and upon thesfe 
a specious declamatittft is built, which may 
astonish, but which akimot now convince. 

It may be amusing to biing under the 
reader's view the following very pithy sedti* 
ment. It may contribute to his edifiiDation, 
iand is, brides, a savoury specimen of the lov 
gic employed upon the discussion now under 
review. ^* 1 2tA^ That if two Latin grammars 
in one country seem hurtful, two in otte »- 
ihinary must seem much more hurtfol, and 
naturally bpnd to produce discontents and ini^ 
mo^itics between teachets j coilfosion, per*: 
pkxity, and ignorance, among scholars ; and, 
among boys of le^ discernment,'' (than 
whom?) " they may produce a disgust at 
manly hardiness and usefol labour, and, per^ 
haps, at last a ^tlied cofttempt of all ^am* 
matical and literary researches." 

The authour has never been able to discd'- 
ver, why any human being could be foolish 
enough to assejrt, that the existence of two 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



45 

graixuns^ in one country is ^ eidl to bfe 
dreaded. Terirours, proceeding from such a 
fancied source df iilconvenienoe^ are surely 
too prepbster6i» to find a place in the head 
oi any parson^ except one intoxicate with li- 
quor. The schoolmasters seem to have im- 
bibed an errraieous notion, which has been 
an unfedling source of dissen^on among man- 
kind. They seem to have believed, that it 
was J)ossible to bring all things to unity^ by 
marking out limits for improvement^ and to 
apply authority, Uke a grindstone, for ^feeing 
all inequalities of mind among a nation of 
men. In thdr choice of an arguraent for this 
notable purpose, howevar, they wwe really 
unfortunate ; and they had much better be- 
gun their twelfth objection by saying, ^* If 
two multiplied by two make four, two and 
two are four.-- The latter part of it is insu^ 
feraUy ridiculous. Did the habit of commit- 
ting barbarous rhjmies to memory, ever prove 
an incentive to " manly hardiness and iweftd 
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exercises of a well-constructed mind ? Or, 
did rules, formed upon the true principles of 
human reason, ever tend to produce ^^ a setded 
contempt of all grammatical ^nd literary re^* 
searches ?*' 

He who replies to^ these queries in the af- 
firmative, should prove his faith, by forgetting 
his mathematics as quickly as possible, and by 
translating the problems of Euclid into Hudi- 
brastic vierse. 

Time was when the rules of logic, and eveiai 
the aphorisms of Ktippoorates, were taught in 
Xatin and Greek verse. Despauter and lily 
were most conspicuous among the versifiers 
of Latin grammar. The Syntax by Despau* 
ter was published in 1509 ; Lily was appoint- 
ed first master of St PauFs school in London, 
by Dr Colet, by whom it was founded, in * 
1510 ; and the first complete edition of Des- 
pauter's grammar was printed at Cologne, 
annoi5?2. Thegrammarof Lily was appoint- 
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ed ih England to be taught in the established 
schools, by an act, which, it is believed, is still 
in force. " The truth is, it seems impracti-^ 
cable to express, with Sufficient perspicuity, 
ttie principles of grammar in Latin verse ; and 
it appears strange,- that when scholastic jargon 
is exploded from elementary books 6n other 
sciences, it should be retained by public au- 
thority, ^here it ought never to have been 
admitted, in Latin gramttiars for children/'* 
The attempt of the schoolmasters, to conti-^ 
iiue in the use of a grammar to which they 
had been accustomed, was in itself perfectly 
consistent, so far as the express arrangeliietits 
of the rector were not contradicted. To hitn^ 
as their superior, they Were responsible for the 
exertions which they made for the improve- 
ftient of the children under their care. Inde- . 
pendent of this, however, they had an un- 
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doubted right, ^nd an open opportunity of 
discussing the comparative merits of the riyal 
works, in the same manner as any other dijs^ 
puted point in literature^ In thi§ Hy^y liberal- 
Bunded men v^ould hav^ acted ; and it is not 
probable, th^t, tQ J>i Adam, it wo^ld have 
proved a, source of offence^ But, w^feen they 
made their plaint to tiie legislature of Edin- 
burgh, they clearly appear to have been aq- 
tuated by double motives.* To be sure, if 
the gentlemen who legislated upon this dis- 
pute h^ possessed any prercise notions of 
the rival works, they would never have issued 
any |K)sitive order for the purpose of settling 
the CQiitention at a blpwi Something of a 
fempqrary nature, calculated merely for pr^- 
Ven^ng confusion, would surely have been 



* The authour must here express his Wief, that this remark 
does not apply to Mr Luke Fraser, who signed the representation 
along with his colleagues. That gentleman's candour* bis judicious 
manner of thinkings and his real friendship for Dr Adams do not 
permit of any other than an hOBOurable constructten being put opon 
his conduct in these disputes. 
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better. But such men never dive into conse- 
quences. And, ifthese legislators had not been 
purblind, they would have jierceived that the 
very existence of another grammar endanger* 
ed that of Ruddiman ; for^ bs in every other 
species of compelition, the simple act of com- 
parison was necessarily decisive, and the me- 
rits of the new work, if in any degree supe- 
rior^ would have had an ii^r^sktible tendency 
to establish it. The reisult of the dispute con- 
cerning Dr Adam's grammar has sufficiently 
warranted this remark; 

We next come to the quaint and elegant 
production of the magistrates, as it appears 
upon their journals. They say, " Read letter 
from Dr Adam, relative to his teaching his 
scholars by Ruddiman 's rudiments and gram- 
mar.*' Now, this letter, in point of fact and 
argument, might be good, bad, or indiflferent ; 
but these legislators say nothing further of it. 
They do not state its substance, nor does any 
copy of it appear on the record4 Such a pro* 
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ceeding appears to he Ql^racterixed, neither by 
fumessnorcompreheiaLawAofxn^ TheaiH 
thour of this men)oiF static the &ct^ not to ex^ 
press hiswQi3k4er thatswh a, p¥oce94i]3gi^o\jd4 
have passed withih the walls, of the Council- 
house of Edmbtirgh, hut t^ say, he is sorry 
that he has XK>t been aUa to psocure, and here 
to insert,, the arguments of his &ieml in his 
own behalf. 

The anathemas which these patrons of H- 
terature thus fulminated against the Rectcxr 
had no influence over his determmations. He 
continued, in spite of the resistance which he 
experienced^ from the masters, to use his own 
rules in his daily practice with the pupils of 
his dass^ The Magistrates, as visitors, were 
again informed of the manner in which their 
orders had been observed. These persons now 
foimd that they had been dabbling in a sub- 
jfect of which their gross ignorance was too ob- 
vious J but, having got among them some in- 
dividuals of more enlarged views, they insti- 
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iQted a formal inTestigatitm. A wxiteri wko 
has had occasion tx) mention these events^ an4 
who has alwajrs been most pitifully mifortu«> 
fiate in treating of subjects of classical Htera» 
ture, or even of any person or thing connect- 
ed with them^ makes the following sage rcn- 
mark : ^^ The Magistrates, having heard all 
parties, found^ as it generally happens, all par^ 
ties in some measure to Uame^/' This may 
jappear very fair to the person who has ha^ 
zarded the assertion ; but, by the facts^ he is 
not at all warranted in drawing any such con^ 
elusion. With the comparative merits of the 
rival works, the literary public must now be 
generally acquainted. To those who have 
perused neither of them, the authour feels that 
it would be xiseless to explain his opinions^ 



* Ckalmors' Life of RuddiiiUDiy p. 9/^1 Tbis authour has ari»i 
ced the most incredible industry in his antiquarian investigations ; 
hut, in speaknig of human motives or conduct, he has exprewed 
harsh sentiments in the most unseemly language. His characters 
are remarkably concise. He designates 0r Adam as << a nOastjcr of 
some concetledac^ss P' 
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He will therefore say nothing on either side* 
He wishes it, however, to be widely and dis^ 
tinctly understood, that if Br Adam had been 
in any manner *^ to blame,'* (as must be inferr 
red from the passage which has been cited) 
he was just the very man whom the Magisr 
trates of Edinburgh would then have utterly 
put down with all their might. In this asserr 
tion the author is amply supported by a cirr 
cumstance which has recently come to his 
knowledge, through the means of a gentler 
man whose veracity is unimpeached, and 
who^ if he had any bias in speaking of the 
Rector's disputes, that bias would assuredly 
be on the unfavourable side. Dr Adam hap^ 
pened to be involved in altercations with a 
certain knight, who at one time was of some 
conse<juence among his friends. These oc- 
curred, either during the time when that per- 
son was Lord Provost; of Edinburgh, or soo^ 
after ; and, as he affected to feel himself in- 
commoded, he actuaUy took the first profes^^ 
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idanal advice to ascertain whether it were pos^ 
siMe^ mder the colour of law^ completely to 
remove Dr Adam from kis sitmtion ! Such 
facts need only to be stated, and callous must 
that heart be, on which they do not make 
an adequate impression. We turn, however, 
from this particular instance to the more im- 
portant matter which was previously under 
consideration. 

At this critical conjuncture, as in many 
others during his long life, the Rector earned, 
though late, the reward of his equanimity and 
perseverance, He was never afterwards im?^ 
peded in the exercise of his honourable func- 
tions, by the interference of ignorance and 
stupidity, united under the clbke of authorir 
ty ; but continued, till the hour in which he 
was taken mortally ill, to teach from his own 
rules the language with vhi^jh he was so fe- 
miliar. 

A stronger proof of the transient eflfects of 
imbecile malice cannot be given than in the 
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preset csm of Dr Adam^ The puUic o|ri^ 
nion, with respect t<;> the once-4isputed meriti 
of his grammar, is evinced in a single sent^ce 
of an obituary in the newspapers of the day^ 
The writer of it is a man who^e princijdef 
and conduct, at a trying and important pe» 
riod, were directly opposite to those of th^ 
person on whose memory he has bestowed 
such just panegyric. He says, *^ His Latin 
grammar, though for a time encountered by 
prejudice, is^ beyond all qtiestion, the work of 
the kind best adapted to those for yrhom it 
was destined/' 

Among those who were most conspicuous 
in aiding such strange and unaccoimtable op^ 
position to ovir authour's grammar, we may 
rank Dr Gilbert Stewart ; a man who nev^ 
scrupled to sacriSce, to the gratification of perj^^ 
sonal spite, every appearance of consistency 
and candour. His ^* View of Society in Eu-* 
rope" will sufficiently vouch for his attain- 
ments as a scholar J but, whether he possessed 
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thote more valuable qualities which distioH 
guish the numy is a dubious question. It is cer-^ 
tain, however,^ that he took every opportunity 
to decry the merits of thtf Rector ^ and, for 
this purpose, he filled the periodical publica^ 
tions of the day with ridicule and abuse* He 
wrote, in Latin, a fictitious narrative of Dr 
Adam's journey to Pans^ which has been al- 
ready mentioned, and in which both these re- ' 
quisites abound. In the same manner, he 
drew up an^ account of a Roman funeral, in 
which the new grammar was personified as 
the dead body, and the chief moiurner was 
meant \j& represent Dr Adam, sQrrowing for 
the untimely fete of his best-beloved child^ 
Thi& production certainly deserves the praise 
of ingenuity* The persons officiating at the 
funeral are introduced under the technical 
terms in use among the ancient Romans ^ and, 
to heighten the ridicule, and apply it the more 
£[nrcibly to local circumstances, Stewart has 
placed, m the front of his mourners, Jamie 
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ihiff^ a lunatic, Well known in Edinburgh at 
the time, and punctual in his attendance at 
the head of all burial-processionsj 

By the extended reputation which his gram^ 
mar procured him in England, our authour 
gained the notice of the venerable Bishop 
JLouth* This learned prdate will long be 
remembered as a philologist of the first rank. 
Though his English grammar be now super-- 
seded by that of Mr Murray, and though Dr 
Adam's Latin one does not yet seem to have 
passed the zenith of its fame, there was a plea- 
sing similarity between their amiable quali- 
ties as men^ and their pursuits as scholars. 
Dr Adam expressed much satisfaction, wheii 
he reflected oil the liberatl intercourse which 
they enjoyed, and always spoke of the Bishop 
with the tenderness of a jfriend. 

After our authour had laid at rest the dis*' 
agreeable controversy respecting his grammar, 
he proceeded to compile " A Summary of 
Geography and History'' for the use of his 
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pupils. This design was admirably calculated 
for facilitating their acquirement of a tho- 
rough knowledge of the ancient writers. 
He had now formed a plan for giving to the 
world a set of works much wanted in their 
several departments, and which should also 
embody his ideas of a proper course of study 
for the perfect attainment of the Latin lan- 
guage. 

The Roman Antiquities appeared in 1791, 
and, for the copy-right, the Doctor received 
from his bookseller the sum of L. 600. The 
emolument which he derived from this work 
was exceedingly small, in comparison of the 
vast increase of respectability which, in a short 
time^ appeared from the circulation of such a 
valuable book. The authour's name was now 
ranked among the first literati in Britain ; he 
made a conspicuous figure among the greatest 
scholars of Europe^ and he was declared to 
have produced the best compendium of Ro- 
man antiquities which- is extant. It was trans^ 
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lated into the German, French, and Italian 
languages. The writer of this memoir is in- 
formed, that a translation was also attempted 
in the Dutch tongue. This translation, how- 
ever, has never been observed by Principal 
Brown of Aberdeen; and, if it ever had exist- 
ed, it is more than probable thafit must have 
come imder his inspection during the time 
which he held his professorship at Utrecht. 
The mere circumstance of the Antiquities 
having been translated into the language of 
Germany, which has been so fertile in writers 
of the first eminence for classical learning, is 
in itself a most unequivocal testimony of the 
authour's merits. It has been stated, that he 
received from that country many flattering 
letters complimenting him on the great ser- 
vice which he had already done to ancient 
literature, and which, from the preface to his 
Antiquities, he still had prospects of perform- 
ing. In another part of this memoir, it has 
been observed that Dr Adam's repositories 
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contain a n\^merous collection of papers. 
Every reader must regret that these documents 
have never been arranged. A letter from the 
indefatigable Heyne, on the subject oi the com- 
peridium of Roman antiquities^ would be pecu^- 
liarly interesting. The labour bestowed on 
that work, and the caution which was obser- 
ved in the progressive steps, seem to have been 
almost commensurate to the harvest of fame 
which was reaped by the authour. He con- 
srdted every authority which he could trust, 
either from contemporary scholars or from 
books, and the work was three years at press. 
The Doctor accounts for tjie delay in these 
words : " It has been occasioned, partly by 
the difficulty of the work, and making vari* 
ous alterations and additions; partly also by^ 
a solicitude to receive the remarks of some 
gentlemen of'leammg and taste, on whos^ 
judgment he could rely, who have be^a so 
obliging as to read over, with critic^ atten < 
tion, the sheets as they were printed.'' H§ 
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was of opiiiion, that " the most valuable part 
of the book'' consisted in the numerous autho- 
rities which were quoted, and the many re- 
ferences to classical authours upon every sub- 
ject. In this opinion, every one who knew 
the value of such references in themselves, 
and the close and long-continued attention 
which was necessary to produce them, must 
have agreed with the authour. But their ad- 
miration cannot be confined to this particu- 
lar point. The tasteful perspicuity with which 
Dr Adam has treated an extensive subject, on 
which so much had previously been written, 
will, not be easily excelled ; and this quality 
alone must continue to procure for his name 
the grateful remembrance of ev^ry judicious 
teacher. 

The writers who have discussed detached 
portions of Roman antiquities are extremely 
numerous ; but the same remark does not ap- 
ply to publications which profess to treat of 
Roman antiquities in general. The tract of 
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Cantelius^ de RepubUcq. Romana^ may perhaps 
be reckoned among the number, yet it is not 
mentipned by Dr Adam in his preface, where 
he enumerates no less than 29 authours, of 
whose labours he had availed himself. The 
Thesaurus Antiquitatum Romanarum^ collected 
by Grseyius, consists of twelve ample volumes 
in folio ; yet, in the immense space which this 
work occupies, the only tract by a Scotish 
authour, which occurs, is Dempster's Kakndor^ 
rium Romanum. Nieuport's treatise was held 
in considerable estimation ; but the work 
which has longest maintained its station are 
the Antiquitates Romance of Joannes Rosinusj; 
a work, which, although defective in point of 
arrangement, is still valuable for the sake of its 
materials. ^ brief account of the writer naay 
be found in HankiuSj de Romanamm Rerum 
ScriptoribuSj^. 265; and his treatise was con- 
siderably enlarged by our countryman Tho- 
mas Dempster, whose supplements are ap- 
pended to various editions, under the title of 
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Paraltpomena. The first compendiiim of Ro 
man antiquities published in London was, to 
the best of the authour's information, that of 
Godwin, who was followed by Dr Basil Ken-^ 
net, a more elegant and pleasing writer. In 
the year 1595, George Wauchope, Professor 
of the Civil Law in the University of Caen, 
published a tract de vetert Popido Romano. At 
Glasgow, in 1672, there was printed a more 
extended work, written by Thomas Bell, Pro^ 
fessor of Humanity in the University of Edin-r 
burgh, and entitled ^' Roma Restituta^ sive An^ 
tiquitatumRomanarum Compendium Absolutum^ 
63^ (fptimis authoribus^ in nsum studiosce juven-- 
tutis coUectum^.^^ Dr Adam appears, how- 
ever, to be the first native of Scotland who 
Jias yet produced a complete cornpendium of 
Jloman antiquities, • 

The authour of this memoir cannot resist 
the inclination which he feels tq quote a paraT 

* Sep " A Dissertation on the Literary History of Scotland," p. 1 10, 
prefixed to Dr David Irring's Lives qftBe Scotisb Poets. 
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graph from the preface to the Antiquities. It 
is so characteristic of what the estimable 
writer once was, that the vivid recollections 
which have been roused by " busy-meddling 
manory/' wonderfully increase the poignance 
of that regret with which he contemplates his 
loss. 

*' The compiler has now, in a great mea- 
sure, completed what, above twenty years 
ago, he conceived to be wanting in the com- 
mon plan of education in this coimtry. EUis 
first attempt was to connect the study of Latin 
grammar with that of the English, which was 
approved of by some of the first literary cha- 
racters then in the kingdom. It is sufficient 
to mention Mr Harris and Dr Louth* He 
has since contrived, by a new but natural ar- 
rangement, to include in the same book a vo- 
cabulary, not only of the simple and primi- 
tive words in the Latin tongue, but also of 
the most common derivatives and compounds, 
with an explanation of phrases and of tropes. 
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tlis next attempt was to join the knowledge 
of ancient and modern geography, and the 
principles of history, with the study of the 
classics. And now he has endeavotired to ex- 
plain difficult words and phrases in the Ro- 
man authors from the customs to which they 
refer. How far he has succeeded in the exe- 
cution, he must leave others to judges He can 
only say, that what he has written has pro- 
ceeded from the purest desire to promote the 
improvement of youth ; and that he should 
tiever have thought of troubling the world 
with his publications^ if he could have founds 
on any of the subjects he has treated, a book 
adapted to his purpose. He has attained his 
end, if he has put it in the power of the 
teacher to convey instruction with more ease^ 
and in a shorter time ; and of the learner to 
procure, with greater facility, instruction for 
himself. He has laboured long in the educa-* 
tion of youth, and wished to show himself 
not unworthy of the confidence reposed in 



Digitized by 



Google 



6S 

iam by the public. His chief enjoynient in 
i[& has juiseaa from the acquisition and com- 
immicatton of useful knowledge; and he 
can truly say with Seneca, * Si cum hac ex- 
c^tione detur sapientia, ut illam inclusam 
teneam, nee enimciem, rejidam/ Ep. 6. 

** Edinburgh^ April 1791/' 

While pur authour was engaged in the coiu- 

|>osi1ion of the Roman Antiquities, he had some 

communication with Mr Lempriere, That 

learned gentleman was then employed on his 

Classical Dictionary, and their correspondence 

took its rise from the connection between the 

subjects of their works^ The Doctor's patiienqe 

peems to have been worn out by the harassing 

exertions which he made in the completiou 

x)f the Antiquities; iox he declared, soon after 

Ihey were published, that he had finally left 

0ie Ihomy paths of philologkal research^ 

This declaration was made to a friend, who 

Mt some surprise when he afl;crwards saw 

1k>w 4soon such a solemn resolution was for^' 

I 
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gotten. It was not:uniisual, however, witli 

-the Rector.to riseup fromrhis seatin theafter^ 

: noon with a determination never to. attempt 

to write another book. These sallies only 

:happened when difficulties overwhelmed him 

on every side ; and even then he would rise 

with the sun the next morning, to prosecute 

-his task with imabated vigour. 

He does not appear, at any time in his life, 
to have carried on an extensive epistolary cor- 
respondence. The peculiar nature of those 
^researches to which his leisure was devoted ; 
the sufficiency of .his capacity and informa- 
^tion for every literary task which he attemptr 
,ed ; and, more particularly, his laborious puhr 
^lic avocations, which occupied his most var- 
luable hours, seem to account for this. The 
writer has not been able to obtain inspection 
^f any letters written by Dr Adam, except 
those which are in his possession, addressed 
to himself. These are sufficient to mark the 
curious distinction between the brief and 
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pointed way in which the Doctor ei^ressed 
his sentiments on paper, when compared with 
the fluency and variety of his conversational 
powers* The writer thought it his duty to 
apply to Andrew Strahan, Esq- M*P* among 
other particulars, for any letters which Dr 
Adam might have written regarding his pub- 
lications* With his tisual polite and actept- 
aWe. attention, Mr Strahan replies : ^^ With 
respect to the other part of your communi- 
cation, I am sorry it is not in my power to 
render you any assistance in the dei^gn^ 
Though a purchaser of. his works, I never 
was intimate with the late worthy Dr Ad^m, 
nor have I any of his letters. His busicyesfi 
was transa^cted by my partner in these con- 
cerns, the late Mr Alderman Cadell ; and he 
^d not, I believe, preserve any of the letters, 
which would most likely be relative to the 
mere transactions of business*" As Dr Adam 
advanced in years, his aversion to letter-wri- 
ting increased ; and, by this means, he had 
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AC circumscribed his corr^^ndence^ that he 
did not write above thre^ letters in twdve 
inonths« Ti^ anthour couM not have made 
thi$ statement, and indeed he would hare dia-* 
believed it, if hk information had not pro^ 
ceeded frdm the Rector's nearer relation^ 

Gertain drcumitances, not veiy important 
m 1h^nselve^9 bui tending to illustrate his 
i^iaracter^ should now be mentioned^ When 
he was settled in his nidation, he found it 
advisable to receive into his house a number 
of young gentiiemen, for the purpose of sa^- 
jperintending thdr education. The great suc^ 
cess of his grammar induced pareiUs to tlm^L 
fiivOQrably of his aHUties, and to pay a larger 
suin than was then ui^ally given^ that they 
might secure to their children the adv!antage& 
which were derived from his mode of tuition. 
Adding to Ms tol&cial ratwluments the pro- 
fits derived from this most creditable eotoploy^ 
tnen^ £>r Adam became moderately affluent 
^uid shewed^ thftt though he oouM be parm^ 
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monious whea the gireat ends of life depeod^ 
ed on his ovm exertions^ yet he had no incli* 
fUtti<Ma to use^ like a mere worldling, the 
means which were in his hands, and to amass 
A fortime« He shewed a willing ohedience to 
the taste of the times, living with his £unily 
in the manner adopted hy the most gented 
circles then in Edinburgh, and entertaining 
his Mends in an elegant and hospitable num^ 
ner. Among his arrangements there appears 
the utmost consistency^ He must have been 
induced to act in the manner which has been 
shewn, from a motive similar to that which 
led him, from the earliest known period of 
his life, to contemn all secular ccuxdderationsy 
wh^i they interfered with his principle of 
du^. In this view^ he never went into &•* 
shionable expenses, until he had secured the 
means for defraying them honourably ; and 
he w^ ^us secured from adopting any mean 
or time^'serving shift* On the other hand^ 
lie never hesits^d to act agsdnst all the ob 
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Stmctidns ^hich lay before hiiii ; for he felt 
convinced, that though he might oflFend the 
world, and injure his immediate interest, y^ 
he secured peace with himself^ by acting ia 
conformity to those convictions which, in hift 
miild, were immutable; He was accustomed 
to point out to his scholars the folly of those 
persons who thirsted after Wealth and prefer-*- 
inent, and who sacrificed health, jfriendship^ 
and every thing, to gain these objects. " They 
come home,'' he used to say, " from the East 
Indies, after having made a fortune, tio matter 
how; and then they support every public mea-* 
sure, good or bad, which their friends may pro- 
pose, and do all manner of ridicvdous things/' 
The teacher who addresses his pupils! in such 
a manner, may be thought to speak of mat-* 
ters above the comprehension of young minds^ 
and of which it is too soon for them to think; 
but he cannot fail to attach to himself their 
best afFectiotis, and, when he pleases, to lead 
them to their tasks in the true spirit of studyi 
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A female relation of a family, in whose 
welfare Dr Adam was interested at an early 
period of his Ufe, had fallen into misfortunes, 
and was on the eve of leaving Scotland to 
.settle in America, The Doctor, having dis- 
4:overed this distressful circumstance, took the 
-opportunity of remitting L. 100 to the unfor*- 
tunate person, at a time when he thought pe^ 
cuniary assistance wovdd he most serviceable. 
•His conduct upon a very trying occasion was 
most, honourable and characteristic. Nicol, 
one of the masters who signed the represen^- 
tation in favour of Ruddiman's grammar, al- 
.ways shewed, in a brutal and unmanly man^ 
jier, the most decided antipathy to the Rector. 
One day they accidentally met upon the street, 
and, after using his fists in taking summary 
vengeance, Nicol aimed a blow at Dr Adam; 
which felled him to the ground, Nicol was 
•by no means a respectable member of society, 
and his behaviour had often excited contemp- 
tUQUs notice 5 but from Dr Adam he had rea- 
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foa to exp^X proofis qf violent indigoation^ and 
^ad fully incurred immediate dbmissai from 
his <rfficet Dr Adam, however, was not so 
passionate as to demand any hasty retribution. 
As he felt for the wife and family of the man 
by whom he had been abused, he crfFered^ be- 
fore any overture had been made by the of-r 
fending party, to pass from all legal measure^^ 
' upon condition that Nicol wovdd acknowledge 
his errour. This was not the extent of his de^ 
mency ; for no other steps were taken, though 
Nicol never made any recantation. 

That the lives and actions of Uteraiy men 
ft>rm but a sorry comment upon their writitigsr,^ 
is an assertion which has been too confidently 
advanced. Though disagreeable realities may 
in certain instances eventually confirm jsuch 
^ remark, yet; it should be cautiously made, 
^tnd «ight never to be brought forward in the 
^ape of a general r^le. It is for the honour 
and interest of human nature that this i^ould 
be thexjase. A^d it can never happen, so 
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yacter which have already been l^rovight intfp 
vievp^- H[is lyorksi ei^hibit np stretch of geniiWi 
Ror v? th§y rem^f ^able for an elevated tone 
of rooraUty. fo his private ][i% however, h« 
evinced, by practice, his fapxiharity with those 
exalted sentiments which I^any pf his literary 
c«atempo?aries were foiid of retailing amoii^g 
themselves, arid to the world, hut which^ they 
seemed to be convinced, were too cluixisy, qj? 
else too fiRe, for comtjipn \i3e, 

Aibr the publication of those works whifi^ 
have b^^n mentioned, the char?ieter of our 
authour as. an enlighten^ teacher, capable of 
illustrating^ by his copious eruditio^t, ^ery 
topic which cawe Ydthin hi^ sphere, was esta^^ 
blished beyond a doubt, liven those who 
had miscooceived hi|^ character and abilitiesi, 
from the prejudiced aRd partial *tateroeRt§ 
which they bad heard of his cpndu<Jt with re-^ 
gard tQ the introduction of his grammar, rqw 
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stood' converted. His i)ersevcrance and suc- 
cess had convinced his worst enemies that he 
^as no ordinary pedagogue, who was to be 
assailed and pulled to pieces by those strata- 
gennis to which literary men have often fallen 
a sacrifice in their intercourse with the world. 
The majority of these, therefore,, hid their 
heads, and were silent. The more ferocious 
and unprincipled description of such men now 
only vented their scandals among the mean 
and base. 

The writer reluctantly suffers the conclu- 
ding sentence of the preceding paragraph to 
fell from his pen. He is sensible that there 
are not a few respectable and worthy in- 
dividuals who differed in opinion from Dr 
Adam upon several essential points. When 
opinions are sincerely formed, it is needless 
to pretend that any one can be blamed for 
equitably stating them in opposition to others. 
But it will be extremely difficult, by any le^ 
gitimate mode of reasoning, to trac^ to a faip 
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zad honourable source^ much of that contra- 
dictiou which Dr Adam experienced in the 
course o( his life* The authour of this me-, 
moir set out with the intention of guarding 
against personal reflection^ because he foresaw 
that he was under the risk of being led into 
it, from the tendency and connection of se-; 
veral parts of his narrative. Upon those by. 
whom Dr Adam has been calunmiated, recri- 
minating censure would be almost thrown 
away. It will only be requisite to allow a 
candid statement of his motives and his ac- 
tions to operate upon the reader's judgement. 
They will eflfectually justify themselves ; and, 
however much certain persons may feel in- 
volved, by implication, in those discussions 
which the writer has been imperiously called 
on to introduce, he feels perfectly easy, so long 
as he makes no allusion which is unfounded 
or improper. He here quotes, with high gra^ 
tification, an opinion on this particular topic* 
It hasbeenaddressed to him by a fri^d, who 
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has reaped An unbounded hardest of fame, froto 
the judicious a^jplicatioil of masculine (Capa- 
city and fortitude. Ih these respects, he has 
ahnost excelled the subject of this memoir^ 
yet all the blandishments of the eastern world 
have not deadened the pulses of a heart which 
is in unison with eineiy honourable feeling. 
He says, " Dr A. Adam was ode whoih I 
ever respectedj as my old master, arid a niah 
cjf soundj honest, upright principles, the like 
of whom we shall not soon meet again. Whil^ 
I live, the spirit of such a man shall never die 
ill my breast ; and I cannot cease to lament^ 
that funeral pomp and honours were bestow- 
ed on a dead body, whose soul had been al- 
most persecuted and despised, during a long 
and useful life to his country. But such kre 
the ways of the world, in which it is often 
prudent both to hold one's tongue, and to 
bridle one's pen, when running too fast in the 
praise of the worthy dead j because it cannot 
*^ell do thi^wlthdut shedding a dark hut 
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upon the unworthy living chiaufa€ters who 
dnce joined in the cry against your departed 
friend." Certain piersofts did nt)t heisil^te to 
g^o s<J far as to attafek the Veiry nature of his 
ittodves^ thoiigh, by the liberal^ and not the 
least determinfed part of hte opponfents, hid 
pure intentions were always acknowledged- 
On the other hand, he was cJften repiroached 
as a person who knew nothing of mankind^ 
yet who could beat no contrduL In this way^ 
his tonstancy and conastency were taisun- 
derstood, or wholly put out of sight* A few 
dispassionate remarks^ which are dictated by 
truth, and drawn from reality, may serve to 
point out that consistency for which the sub- 
ject of these memoirs Was so estimable* 

Men do not always carry into practice, aS 
rules of conduct^ those maxims which they 
support in a boisterous manner. The fiirious- 
iy virtuous belong to that suspicious descrip- 
tion of persons whoise h^rangu6s excit6, iii 
theftiselves, only a mbmetatary irritation, seU 
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dotti aficcting, in any high degree, thd tenour 
of their conduct* Johnson, who was the first 
of moralists, and ** the Colossus of literature," 
fomented the prejudices which existed in his 
day against the Excise laws ; but, when of 
riper years, he ^renuously maintained the 
plausibility of taxation in every shape. He 
railed loudly against pensions received from 
the government of the country, yet he after- 
wards became a pensioner* From the first 
instance, we may bring an argument to prove 
that a man of vigorous judgement will even 
put his good name in hazard, when he feels 
it necessary to retract former opinions, though 
they have once been asserted in the most con- 
fident manner. But, in coming to the second, 
we find only a strong confirmation of the 
weakness of human nature. Such conduct 
is deplorably pernicious to the cause of real 
practical virtue. The vicious and imprindpled 
are always glad to derive, from similar ex- 
amples, frequent opportunity of throwing 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^9 

odium upon good men in general, by im- 
peaching their sincerity, when they either 
combat prqudice or reast oppression, and by 
magnifying their veriest weaknesses. In this 
respect, however, Dr Adam habitually acted 
in a manner by which he ought to have been 
effectimlly secured from scandal. He never 
made any high-sounding pretensions to refined 
principle ; and, even in his daily admonitions 
to the young, he never alluded, in an indeli- 
cate manner, to his own conduct as. a proof 
of the correctness of his principles* Nor was 
the influence of this meek spirit of a negative 
kind. In his estimation of the characters of 
other men, he was lenient. He in a manner 
held the scales of justice, by which the good 
and the bad qualities of his fellow-beings were 
feirly seen and determined with precision. By 
such means, he often found room for com- 
mendation in characters, which, by others, 
were considered as worse than suspicious ; and 
thus, being freed in a great measure from the 
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influ^nc? of passitw, he wg^ able \o 9a%ke %tr 
lowances, which, by the narrow ininds tha^ 
surrounded him, were thought to have hp^n 
carried bejrond the bounds of human charity, 
He never pretende4 to see virtue mid vice in 
extremes ; nor did he attenjpt tp decide upon 
the merit or demerit of any ipapi's actio^is^ 
merely because he was a Whig ot a Tory. 
Such a compendious canon was tpo harsh for 
him to use against others ; hecs^us^ he never 
sought to build his own consequence on pr^ 
tensions to. extraordinary refinement. This 
short memoir will shew, whether this feature 
of Dr Adam's character had a tendency tQ 
rencfer him less ardent in the cause of truth 
and goodness, or to relax his exertions in the 
path of duty. 

In the year 1794^ the second edition of the 
*' Sumniary of Geography and History'' was 
published a^ London, The preface, like ev^y 
other of the same authour, is exceedingly ap? 
propriate. Some of his views and favourite 
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opinions are stated ixi it, znd an erbract is 
therefi[>re sibjomed. 

^ The usefulness of clamciii karmng is uni^i 
versally acknowledged; but it has been alleged, 
that 1^ time requisite &r acquiring it pre* 
vents a sufiident attention from being paid to 
general knowledge. The most effectual mc- 
tliod, however, of prosecuting the study of 
hothj seems to be to join them together. The 
classic authours, particularly the poets, cannot 
he thoroughly understood without consider- 
ate acquaintance with those branches^ of 
science td which they often alhide ; geography, 
Mstory, philosophy, astronomy, and, above 
all, mythology* To connect, therefore, the 
study of classical learning with that of general 
knowledge is the design of the following work 
** On a subject so immense, it was impos- 
sible to be minute. The compiler has cndea 
voured to select such particidars as appeared 
most important, and it is hoped that few things 
of Consequence^ which are requisite to illus- 
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(rate the classics, will be found omitted^ 
Throughout the whole work, he has borrow- 
ed with freedom from every authour from 
whom he could derive information j and^ 
where books failed him, he has had recourse 
to such persons as were best able to give him 
assistance^ 

" That the w6rk might be included in one 
volume, it has been judged proper to print a 
great deal of important matter in the manner 
of notes ; which, it is hoped, will be found 
no less accurately compiled than if they had 
been to appear in a more splendid form. The 
great object has been to condense as much 
usefril information as possible within mode- 
rate bounds. The compiler imagines^ that in 
another volume, a pretty accurate, though 
brief, account might be given of the most im- 
portant facts in ancient and modem history, 
and of whatever is most curious in every 
country of the globe. A small abridgement, 
containing what is merely requisite for the 
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learner to commit to memory, may perhaps 
by some be deemed necessary ; if so, that ob- 
ject may be easily accomplished ; and, if any 
number of teachers signify their desire, the 
compiler will execute it to the best of his abi- 
lity. But, with regard to the additional vo- 
lume, it must be a work of time. And he 
now means, if the public approve of his pre- 
sent attempt, to direct his attention to another 
^mdertaking, in which he has already made 
considerable progress, the compiling of: a 
short, but cjomprehensive, J4atin and English 
dictionary, upon a new plan. He was led to 
think of this, by his having found cause, in 
compiling both the present work and the Ra- 
man Antiquities, to depart in many words 
irom the interpretation given of them by 
Ainsworth, and in all the other Latin and 
English dictionaries he has met with. He 
has a further inducement to prosecute this 
undertaking, that the researches to which it 
jmist naturally lead him, will afford the best 
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me:im of improving both tibis and his Jbrmer 
woiks. 

^ He again ix^ lea^vie to <enli»it tibe eo-^ 
couragers of kaming, that^ if they discover 
tmy mistake, or <can siJiggest any improve- 
mentj they will have the goodne^ to com^^ 
municate it to him. He hopes the industry 
he has bratowed^^ and the evident intention of 
bis labours, will dispose every one who widies 
to promote the improvement of youth, to £i- 
^our him with advice and assistance. The 
testimonies of approbation which he has re* 
eeived from several <of the first literary diarao 
ters in the kingdom, and the favourable £e>- 
ception which the Homan Antiquities have 
met with from the pu^hlic in general, have en-^. 
couraged him to enlarge the plan of the prc-^ 
oetA work, and to esert his utmost diligence 
in improving iit, that he might at least sdbew 
how hi^y fae values the honour they havic 
done him. He will consider himself h^^,. 
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if bis^flbrts slaaQ be thought to raeiit the coot* 
tiauance of thdr esteem/' 

In this most iaudaUe wish he was iwt duk 
gppomted. The work wa$ reodved wilh avi- 
dity, ?yad large impxesaxms were sold. It bears 
^indent marks of that skiM in arrangement, 
and that anxious attention in ooxudenssing va- 
luaHe matter within a limited compass, for 
which the other productions of the same au- 
thour ane so remarkable. The principal de-^ 
feet arises from the heavy notes which clog 
the body of the sections, and ofi;ai tend to 
distract a young reader, by ovaioading his 
jnind with a multifarious collection of hcti. 
Dr Adam's works did not stand in need of 
exterior decoration, and they were all given to 
the world in the saane naanncr as the ^^ Sum-^ 
iiiary of Geography," He often recounted 
to the writer of this memoir^ several inci-^ 
dents which had occurred with regard to his 
puhUcations, and which had been the caui^ of 
much labour and anxiety. He aimed at siin« 
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plicity, and always wished to present his 
books to the public in a form as cheap and 
attainable as was at all consistent with the 
fastidious taste of the times. But, though he 
did not undervalue his owji productions, and 
though he was not disposed to overrate those 
of certain modem authours, he never vented 
his spleen by railing at " super-royal quartos,*' 
and " large plate^paper." 

At that eventful period, which seemed big 
with the fate of kingdoms, when great and 
novel events appeared ready to burst into exr 
istence, and when this country seemed ap- 
proachmg to the state of an adjacent nation, 
where every man's hand was lifted against his 
neighbour, our authour was marked with 
" the odious brand of wild democracy." His 
detractors originally brought their vile impu^ 
tation from am instance, in which he avow^ 
ed, in his public capacity, sentiments hostile 
to the men who ruled this country. In his 
class, he had taken occasion openly to remark, 
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that Pitt and Dundas misled the people, and 
that they had sacrificed thousands of lives, and 
speirt millions of money, in an unrighteous 
cause. The characters of public men, and 
the situation of public aflfairs, were topics not 
exactly suited to the consideration of boys, 
and, indeed, for many good reasons, the Rector 
acted imprudently when he gave vent to his 
feelings in such a place. But, was there no 
friend to admonish him? It would appear 
not. A great officer of the law, who had 
been informed of Dr Adam's address ttrvfeii 
scholars, called on a third party, for the ex- 
press purpose of putting interrogations re^ 
specting it. The gentleman thus interrogated 
was then a master of the High School, and is 
still alive. The meanest capacity is qtlite 
equal to the task of deciding, whether it wafi 
most fair and proper to call Dr Adam himadlf 
to account for his own conduct, or to endea- 
vour to gather proofe of his guilt from a party 
who had never heard the obnoxious expfes* 
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sions^ Even upon the supposition that the 
Rector was highly culpable, was this angle 
errour enough to evince any want of prin- 
ciple ? And, above all, ^d his subsequent 
conduct tend to shew that he was a turbulent 
person, on whom it was necessary that the 
government should keep a watchful eye ? The 
Writer meai£» to shew what that conduct was^ 
andy when he has done so, every reader will be 
able to reply to the last and most important 
of these queries. Dr Adam's conduct will ap« 
pear to great advantage when represented, as 
it was, after the period at which he began \o 
be, according to the jargon of the times, a 
MM^etejl character* 

From that time, he detemuned to associate 
with no set of mien in particular, and to lock 
thoie sentiments in his breast, which, had Ami^'T 
beeo explained, would have appeared to be i» ' 
llieLmedium between those odious extnniti 
^hich prevailed at that period. This was «tw 
tainiy acting a very decided part, though it 
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did not tend to lead lum Syithin the devasta^ 
ting influence of either of the vortexes which 
whirled on the right hand and on the left. It 
was truly a decided step, so &r as he was per-- 
soikdly concemedi It was an exertion which 
cost hitn very dear> and which, the authour of 
this memoir perceived, had evidently given a 
strong tinge to Dr Adam's mind for all the 
remaining years of his life* 

The horrible features^ the ungovernable 
tenipef of the times to which our attention 
is now directed^ cannot be more forcibly de-- 
seribed than in the words of a celebrated lite- 
rary journal ** " In that day of alarm, we 
Were reaping the bitter first fipuits of the peni- 
tence of Mr Pitt, a new convert from the 
damnable heresy of reform^ and performing 
his rigorous noviciate among the associated 

* Edinburgh Review, No. Si. (April 1810.) The passage here 
quoted occurs ki a ihasterly view of << the speeches of Lord Erskine 
l^ben at the bar/' &c. The writer of the article appears to possess 
all that enthusiastic eloquence and fire which distinguished the leam<' 
•dLofd. 

M 
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enemies of popular rights. In the fervour of 
that new-sprung zeal, an experiment was 
made on the temper and character of the na- 
tion, which nothing but the alarms trans- 
planted from France could have made any- 
mortal bold enough to have attempted. 
Friends of the constitution, as they were call- 
ed, conveyed the dark hint, and carried the 
careless words of the supposed democrat from 
house to house, till at last his person was 
watched, his temper tried, the accents of dis- 
content registered, as they were wrung from 
his lips, by every indignity which the persecur 
tion of society (if we may so speak) cail in- 
flict ; and then his company shunned by the 
base and the cowardly, or only resorted to by 
the loyal, who had not yet fattened upon him, 
and had their fortunes still to make out of his 
life and conversation- 

" We speak not from hearsay, or from 
fancy, but from distinct and personal recol- 
lection* We speak, indeed, from notes that 
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are still fresh and legible; for, turn which way 
we will, we now see almost all the places of 
profit and trust in this island, filled with per- 
sons for whose elevation we, should find it 
hard to account, if we did not look back to 
their apprenticeships in 1794 and 1795- We 
speak from a feeling recollection ; for where 
did this unutterable baseness, this infinite mi- 
sery, this most humiliating curse, fall so hea-r 
vily as in the very city where we now write ?*' 
This latter paragraph teems with meaning. 
And are we really to believe that, not the 
mob, or the real rabble of the community, 
but the wealth, talents, and genius of this part 
of the isle, were fettered and pinned down 
to the ground, by such means as those which 
have been enumerated ? Did any part of the 
inhabitants of Scotland become fit tools for 
the hands of some man of routine, some pub- 
lic officer, or crown-lawyer, at the beck of a 
confidential public minister, who, again, was 
at the same time a political adventurer? His* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



99 

tory will| in after dajrs, point out, wb^ther^ 
by sucb means, a Scotish jury became traitors 
to the common feelings and imprescriptible 
rights of their fellow-rmen ; whether the peoplet 
of Scotland became, for suppleness of conduct, 
gnd for canting loyalty, a reproach among 
the nations; and whether a to^ was render-, 
ed an exile and an outcast from society, for 
the same imputed actions which his peers in 
England would have sanctioned by their om-* 
nipotent verdict. The writer does not pre- 
tend to decid? upon these points ; it is not 
for such a purpose that he has brought them 
imder the view of his readers, but only to vin-^ 
dicate the conduct of Dr Adam, Under th^ 
awful circumstances which have been detaiU 
ed, he knew that it required the utmost pru^ 
dence to regulate his proceedings. He was 
sensible that his private sentiments, as a pa- 
triot, were under no disguise; that they were 
known to many qf the pfiicial persons in 
Scotland; that Ip^s publi<? conduct, ^nd eye|\ 
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%is expressions, were narrowly observed by 
those tools pf party, who would have gladly 
^^ hung the millstone of prejudice about his 
neck, to sink him ;" gnd, knowing all this, 
^nd considering the delicacy of his situation 
las a teacher of youth, he resolved to move 
with caution. Conscience told him, that in 
transactions of suph deep importance to the 
community, in which the eflforts of many 
ftUe men had failed, and daily were failing, it 
woijld be criminal for him to interfere- Ex-* 
pecUency pointed out, from this same argu- 
ment, how fool-rhardy it woijld be for an in- 
dividual to put his all in jeopardy, and tp close 
for ever his prospects of usefulness in hfe, by 
rushing into a tempest, where skill and bra- 
very could be of no avail. He well knew that 
no argument would convince political Hgots, 
or knaves of any description, His determi-^ 
jiation, therefore, was wise, and, by acting in 
gQuformity, he neither endangered his per^ 
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sonal safety, nor betrayed his principles as an 
honest and independent man. 

But who can calculate the baneful effects 
of such a cruel necessity among a nation of 
men, or who can describe the vile thraldoiri 
to which it may give rise ? A justly cele- 
brated orator and statesman has expressed a 
sentiment which tends to give some idea, at 
least, of such a state of society. His remark 
applies not only to the capability of producing, 
but to the power of estimating, the patriotic 
efforts of any individual. " From minds thus 
subdued by the terrors of punishment, there 
could issue no works of genius to expand the 
empire of human reason, nor any masterly 
compositions on the general nature of govern- 
ment, by the help of which, the great com- 
monwealths of mankind have founded their 
establishments, much less any of those useful 
applications of them to critical conjunctures, 
by which, from time to time, our own con- 
stitution, by the exertions of patriot citizens, 
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has been brought back to its standards Under 
such terrors, all the great lights of science 
and dvihzation must be extinguished; for 
men cannot commxmicate their free thoughts 
to one another with a lash held over their 
h^ads.'^^ 

Dr Adam's character derived a lustre of no 
common kind, from his deportment amidst 
the harassing obstructions which were reared 
up against the progress of his philological 
labours, and from his firmness during the 
reign of political terrourism. He had to cope 
with prejudice in all its most mahgnant forms ; 
yet, in maintaining a contest, under which the 
powers of an ordinary mind would have sunk, 
our authour never absented himself from his 
official avocations for a single day. "While 
he thus ftilfilled his duties to the pubhc, he 
also continued, with the utmost calmness, his 



♦ The Speech of the Hon. Thomas Erskinci on the Trial of Mr 
Stockdalefor a UM. 
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extensive classical researches* This compcK 
sure of mind, he could have derived fixmi no 
other source than from a fiill Conviction of the 
rectitude of those principles upon which he 
set out, and of the propriety of his conducts 
Such a conviction must have been strength-* 
ened, and in a great measure formed, by the 
previous habit of proving to himself, by a 
course of rigidself-^xamination,the expediency 
or impropriety of every act before it was com- 
mitted* Exertions of this sort can only be made 
by a most vigorous mind* When they have 
been improvedinto regular habits,hoWever, the 
great afiairs of human Ufe become plain and 
easy* But how few men attain such habits I 
and how seldom does the mind submit to such 
discipline, without much apparent cfFort ! 

When Dr Adam considered himself as a 
public man, responsible as a teacher of youth, 
he cojicentrated his energies, and stood pre-^ 
pared for defence, or for assault. In such 
cases, he was stedfast and immoveable, as well 



Digitized by 



Googk 



©7 

in his resolutitm^^ id ill th« fulfilmem of his 
enterprises. Though he preserved this spirit 
unbroken to the end of his life, he was never 
loud, if called upon to make any appearance 
among men of the world ; and, though he re- 
ceived evident pleasure in following the bent 
of any friend's abilities, whether old or young, 
he always spoke with diffidence on any sub- 
ject which he had not maturely considered. 
The writer may be allowed to repeat an in- 
stance of this sort of forbearance, which he 
witnessed before he had begun to enjoy Dr 
Adam's friendship. 

The Rector happened to call at the shop of 
a bookseller in Edinburgh, in quest of certain 
volumes, whose titles were set forth in a sale- 
catalogue. At the same time there appeared, 
in another quarter of the room, an elderly 
gentleman of low stature, who had an fldr of 
respectability, though remarkable for his ec- 
centric dress and manner. He recognized the 
Hector, and, having paid the \isual compli- 
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meiits, entered into conversation* This gen- 
tleman almost immediately began a furious 
declamation upon some religions topic, sug- 
gested by a book which he had accidentally' 
opened; and Dr Adam retired behind the 
coimter to examine his catalogue. The el- 
derly gentleman now recollected that the fol- 
lowing day was Good Friday^ and stepped for- 
ward to attack the Doctor upon the non-ob- 
servance of that day in Scotland. With much 
vehemence, he told him, that even in Pennsyl- 
vania, where he had recently been j the people 
hallowed Good Friday, and that such indeed 
was the custom in almost every country, except 
in reprobate Scotland. " It is the most holy 
day in all the year,"^ said he, turning upon his 
heel, " and yet, Doctor, upon that day, you 
teach your scholars at the publid class, as 
usual." Dr Adam, who appeared rather un- 
easy during the whole of this appeal, now lift- 
ed up his head^ andj merely saying, " Sir, I 
am no theologian," hastily retired. 
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He visited some of the principal sales of 
books which annually occur at Edinburgh in 
liie winter season. For the purpose of in- 
specting the volumes, and fixing upon such as 
he wished to purchase, he usually chose the 
earlier part of the day, when the High School 
was shut, and, upon other occasions, he took 
this recreation during the time which he al- 
lowed himself for a walk before dinner, which 
was a daily indulgence. By this means, his 
catalogue completely superseded the use of a 
newspaper; a species i^f publication in which, 
Dr Adam remarked, he felt but small interest 
after the period of the Frendi revolution. He 
collected an extensive library, and it was there 
only that he shewed any inclination to be ex- 
pensive. As it had been accumulated by the 
work of years, and as the Doctor never kept 
a list of his books, it must have included many 
duplicates, and volumes of small usedr value. 
It is certain, however, that such an extensive 
collection of the classic authours, and of writ 
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ters upon ancient literature, can be but rarely 
procured. The Rector frequently remarked, 
that nothing but his multifarious duties pre- 
vented him from arranging his library, and 
making a selection from the whole ; but that, 
*^ as matters stood, he was obliged to be con- 
t^t, and go on, adding to the mass to the best 
of his judgement/' He read, with much avi- 
dity, every treatise on government. The wri- 
ter was an eye-witness of the operation of this 
propensity, when the Doctor, in one of his 
forenoon walks, eagerly purchased the pro- 
duction of some nameless authour on legisla- 
tion, merely because ^^ he liked the man's ar- 
rangement, after looking at the table of con- 
tents.'* 

A late writer, respectable for his attainments 
as a man of learning, and for the elegant and 
intelligent use which he makes of them, has 
had occasion to mention a public-spirited de* 
sign, in the execution of which, the subject 
of these memoirs had a small share. The 
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following are his expressions: ^^ Buchanaa 
bad consecrated a monument of his own fame, 
composed of materials more permanent than 
brass or marble j but his country has at length 
afforded him one of those memorials which 
are of least value when most merited, and 
which contaribute more to the honour of the 
living than of the dead. An obehsk, nine- 
teen feet square at the base, and extending to 
the height of one hundred and three feet, was 
lately erected to his memory at the village of 
Killearn. The plan was suggested by the late 
Robert Dunmore, Esq, to a very numerous 
company assembled in the house of a gentle- 
man in that vicinity. Professor Richardson, 
well known as a successful cultivator of polite 
literature, was present bn the occasion. A 
subscription was immediately opened, and 
nearly completed, by those classical guests ; 
and one of their number, the late Mr Craig, a 
nephew of Thomson, furnished the architec- 
tural design as his contribution. To this me^ 
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morial of departed genius the intelligcnttravcl- 
ier resorts with veneration and enthusiasm."^ 
When Mr Craig was on the eve of leaving 
Edinburgh, on his way to the west country, 
for the express purpose of superintending the 
progress of this design, |n essential requisite 
in the intention of his journey, which he had 
hitherto overlooked, occurred to his recollecr 
tion. This was a silver medal which was to 
be deposited with the foundation-stone of 
the obelisk, and on which a short inscription 
should have been engraved. As it was still 
in his possession, he resolved, on the spur of 
the moment, to call on our authour to request 
him to write a brief Latin inscription, and to 
get it speedily transferred to the metal. He 
did so, in the early part of the day, when Dr 



* The Life of George Buchanan^ hy David Irvingf LL,D. In 
pne of the notes appended tQ hjs highly-finished and instructive 
poem, " Pbilemony or the Progress ofVirtue^' Dr Brown mentions 
the work now referred to with much commendation. Its value will 
be increased by the test of time, and it has surely been dictated by 
the noblest ardour of literary ambition. 
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Adam was busy with his scholars. No time 
was to be lost, as the medal was to be txans- 
mitted to Mr Craig in the afternoon. This 
inscription, so hastily suggested, may there- 
fore be considered as Dr Adam^s impreme- 
ditated contribution, for a tribute to the exalt- 
ed genius of the historian of Scotland. 

" In memoriam Georgii Buchajiani^ poetce et 
historici celeberrimi^ accolis ultro conferentibus 
hcec columna posita est ; anno^^ <Sfc* 

The Classical Biography was published at 
Edinburgh in the latter end of autumn 1800, 
and three hundred pounds were given for the 
copy-right. It was originally intended to 
serve as an appendix to the large Latin dic- 
tionary, upon which the Rector had been pre- 
vioxisly employed for almost seven years, when 
he found that the subordinate work had in- 
sensibly increased to the bulk of a separate 
publication. He evinced much ability and in^ 
dustry,in the Geographical Index appended to 
the Summary of Geography j and, in the work 



Digitized by 



Google 



104 

ftow under consideration, he comprised, by 
the same means, and within moderate limits, 
a copious fond of information and reference. 
He spared neither time nor labour, in ascer- 
taining the proper authorities for every fact 
and statement which he had occasion to in- 
troduce in every progressive step of his under- 
taking. In this manner, our authour's works 
gained undeniable superiority over all others 
of the same nature ; and, in this way, he has 
referred the student, in almost every page, to 
the purest sources of historic truth, and to the 
best models of eloquence among the ancients. 
But, in this, the merit of the Classical Biogra- 
phy is not comprehended. Several sketches 
occur which are highly interesting. In con- 
firmation of this, the article Caesar may be 
quoted as an instance. Dr Adam used to parf 
ticularise, to the authour of this memoir, the ar- 
ticles Cato and Cicero, as two on which he had 
bestowed considerable pains. Regarding cer- 
tain coincidences which happened in his in-» 
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tercourse with some distinguished characters 
while he was engaged in the compositian of 
these articles, he related several pleasant anec- 
dotes. The writer regrets his inabiUty to call 
to recollection the particular &cts, while he 
remembers the enlivening effect which they 
used to impart to the conversation of the nar- 
rator. The Classical Biography has been twice 
reprinted in London since its first appearance, 
and it has been warmly commended by s&me 
of the ablest scholars in this country. 

There are circumstances necessarily con- 
nected with the task of communicating to 
children instruction in the principles of a dead 
language, which cannot but prove revolting 
to a mind, capaWe .of higher exertion in a 
more congenial pursuit, or accustomed to fol- 
low any speculation with intense thought. It 
is not an. easy nor an inviting task to instil 
the rules of grammar into the minds of child-r 
ren, at that unripe age at which classical stu- 
dies are commenced. There are^ perhaps, few 
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preceptoi^ who have risen to eminence in an j 
department of literature, who have not felt all 
the drudgery which is inseparable from the 
attempt. Under the influence of such weari- 
ness of spirit^it is not surprising that the schools- 
master should pay much attention to wch of 
his scholars as may possess capacities suscep* 
tible of cultivation. A man of a sanguine tem- 
perament must naturally have recourse to those 
sch6lars whom he can improve. The plea-r 
sure which their progress imparts must pre- 
sent an antidote against the listlessness of un- 
rewarded labour. These reflections have been 
suggested by the charge of partiality for cer- 
tain pupils, which, by some persons, has been 
made against Dr Adam. It seems pretty evi- 
dent, however, that those who could form 
such conclusions respecting his conduct in this 
particular, evinced equal temerity and inex- 
perience. The truth is, that the nature of the 
Doctor's situation alone, and the great num- 
ber of his scholars, would not permit that nice 
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and punctual attenticoi to every individual 
which may prevail in a limited school. He 
might well trust his own judgement ; and his 
experience must have convinced him, that it 
was more prudent to direct his attention par- 
ticularly to those minds which he might find 
susceptiHe of improvement, than to do injusi- 
tice to them, and conscquanitly to waste his 
own time, hy catechising each pupil in an un- 
deviating series. 

It should he kept in view, that n(Mie of the 
succeeding Magistrates of Edinburgh ever had 
the courage or the good sense to rescind that 
preposterous edict passed in 1786, which has 
been already referred to, and which will be 
found in the appendix to this memoir. The 
Hector, therefore, continued, *^ at his peril,'' 
and under the pain of incurring " the displea- 
sure of his patrons," to iise his own grammar 
in preference to that of Ruddiman. It may 
be said that, as he experienced no fiirth^ in- 
terruption from the Magistracy, thwr acts were 
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virtually annulled. But this was not enoughs 
While such acts were not fonnally revoked, 
the firamers of them shewed, that, if at any 
time, a master of the High School, actuated 
by motives of personal dislike, should bring 
Dr Adam before " his patrons," his fate 
was determined. They had given them- 
selves the power to persecute, and they were 
in full possession of the will to molest him. 
It is pity that genius or merit of any de- 
scription should ever fall under the controul 
of a set of men deficient in judgement, 
some of them destitute of learning, and the 
whole attached to a party in the state ; espe- 
cially when that party has been built on the 
itiins of every thing that is liberal, and when 
they try to crush every public man who does 
not hang his dependence upon themselves. 
This remark, as a general one, is probably not 
destitute of truth. 

That such a man as Dr Adam, acting in 
such a cause as his own, should have incurred 
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any hazard from his labours, cannot but be 
regarded as a foul stain upon those who pro- 
fessed to be the friends of Uterature in Scot- 
land. But this regret must be turned into con- 
temptuous wrath, when we think for a mo- 
ment upon the qualifications of those men who 
dared to devise a punishment for his alleged 
offence. Leaving this most ungratefiil topic, 
it may be worth while to mention an inno- 
cent expedient which the Rector often adopt- 
ed in his class. When he felt it adviseable to 
take particular notice of the departures which 
he had made from the former mode of teach- 
ing, he was accustomed to introduce his gram- 
mar to his boys in these terms : " This is a 
prohibited book, and I do not wish, nor have 
I ever been under the necessity, to force it in- 
to use- There are a few questions which I 
wish to propose, and if you can answer them, 
I am content ; but if you cannot, I must re- 
fer you to my grammar, fpr the means of en- 
abling you to give me a reply." 
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The Rector^s litettuy works were the pro* 
4uce of unremitting labour^ and of great na^ 
tural sagacity, guided by habits of acute and 
profound investigation. He used to rise re- 
gularly^ for the whole summer season, at the 
early hour of five, and not unfrequently, when 
excited by any favourite object, or any for-i 
midable difficulty, even at four in the morn- 
ing. After he began to the compilation of 
his dictionary, a perseverance in that practice, 
joined to the laborious nature of his other avo* 
cations, perhaps proved unfavourable to his 
health. But, in the pursuit of that object, 
which was to be the completion of his anxious 
hopes, he shrunk at no difficulty* In femi- 
liar conversation, he used jocularly to recount 
the impediments with which he had recently 
met, always ending with the expression of his 
fond expectations, that he might live to finish 
his design. Learned men, in various parts of 
the empire, had occasion to inquire into the 
progress of his great philological effort, and 
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when ihey took any opportunity to offer a 
well-earned compliment, he returned to his 
labours with renewed vigour. 

With a gr^t number of the natives of Scot- 
land, and, indeol, of other parts of Britsun, 
who have risen to eminence in all professions 
within the last forty years, our authour was in 
some measure acquainted. Not a few of these 
had been his scholars in early life ; and, as the 
fame of their former preceptor came to be 
more generally diffused by the circulation of 
his writings, they no doubt felt desirous to re- 
new an acquaintance which had once been so 
usefiil to them, and which latterly became a 
mark of distinction. Even within the last ten 
years, several individuals, who were formerly 
the pupils of Dr Adam, have risen to the most 
enviable eminence, both in the senate and at 
the bar. Concerning these gentlemen, the 
good old man used to speak with all the en- 
thusiasm of honest exultation. He had watch- 
ed their progress in their earlier days ; and, 
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ihoae powers having been unfold^ which he 
was led to anticipate from the first buds of 
early capacity, though not in all their subse^ 
quent extent ; he had reason to congratulate 
himsdf upon his penetratipn in distinguishii^ 
the characters, and in appreciatii^ the talents 
of his pupils. Old men never tire of quoting 
such imtances of their acumen ; but this pro- 
pensity is amiable only when it cites examples 
which are worthy of imitation. In Dr Adam, 
it was blended in such a manner as to give 
scope for the most agreeable associations. The 
views of improvement among the rising ge-? 
neration which he hence fostered in his own 
speculations, and which, in the unrestrained 
communications of private friendship, he ex- 
pressed in the most captivating style, were 
truly benevolent. 

Having proceeded thus far, it is perhaps 
too late for the writer to offer any apology for 
his frequent digressions respecting the Rector's 
character, especially as he intends again to 
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solicit the reader's attention in the satue way, 
He foresees, that if evet this tract is so exten- 
sively read as he could wish, not a few indi- 
viduals will affect to trace in it those glosses 
and partialities which are generally believed 
to cloud our judgement when we display the 
merits of a departed firiend. But it should be 
remembered, that fe>v could have better op* 
portunity for tiewing the Rector in various 
lights than the person with whom he was ha-^ 
bitually fainiliar, and who, from inclination, 
studied his character }xi all its aspects. These 
were such as to be examined both with pro* 
fit and pleasure, and tl^e writer felt convin^ 
ced, that, were they brought together as a 
whole, a part of the public inight be instruct*? 
ed, and the real fiiends of leamjiiig and sound 
principles who are yet among us might be 
gratified. To produce these effects, in a jcerr 
tain degree, has been his aim. He has at 
least done his duty conscientiously ; and, if 
he were npt prepared to bear obloquy for his 
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friend's sake, he might well hang down 
his head for shame. A few observations may- 
shew why some of those who knew the Reg- 
tor ipay i^ot be disposed to go all lengths with 
certain passages of this memoir. These re- 
marks may also suffice to obviate some of 
those objections which the writer has antici- 
pated, 

To many of his friends and acquaintances, 
Dr Adam did not appear in the most interest^ 
ing point of view. They knew him as a ma^ 
V^ho had done much in the cause of anciait 
literature, and, if they had frequent occasion 
to observe his character in all the invitinginterr 
courses of his private Ufe, they never hesitar 
ted to call him one of the most amiable ojF 
men. In these respects, his old friends and 
those of a day yfere the s^me. The bulk of 
mankind may, through long intimacy, bcr 
come familiar with certain p^ts of a charaCr 
ter ; nay, the most stupid may discover, by 
the common arts of wheedling circumyen- 
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tion, the weak side of a man^ in every other 
respect their superiour. The designing may 
take advantage of this vulnerable point to 
strengthen their influence ; and the interest- 
ed may make use of it to ihcrease their gain. 
The mere observer may apply it to the pur- 
poses of ridicule and levity. But they mxist 
all of necessity remain ignorant of the cha- 
racter as a whole, unless they take pains in 
collecting those facts, and give time for draw- 
ing those true inferences, which are necessary 
for completing such an estimate as experience 
will sanction. These simple positions only 
require to be stated. From them it appears 
clearly, that in spite of all his unreserved sim- 
plicity of manners, it was not in human na- 
ture that Dr Adam's quaUties could be justly 
appreciated by every one, or even by a few 
of his old and intimate friends* His haUtual 
openness of manner must have led many to 
expect a complete familiarity with the whole 
scope and energy of his mind, as an easy ac* 
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quisition. In this, however, they were mis- 
taken. They thought the powers of that 
estimable person were bounded by Umits 
which existed only in their own conceptions; 
while they never attempted to gain those 
** dim^scovered tracts of mind," which, 
though not the most obvious, are not the 
least essential components of an elevated soul. 
By all thisy the authour does not mean to as- 
sert any claim for extraordinary sagacity or 
penetration 5 but he wishea to justify his vera-^ 
«Lty and sincerity ; to shew by what meansr 
they may be nattjrally odled in question, and 
thence to oflfer such truths as may have a salu- 
tary impression on his readers. 

The vacation-time at the High School^ 
whiqh lasts six weeks in autumn, snd during 
which it might have h^ea supposed that T>t 
Adam would have sought relaxation in some 
rural retreat, was always S5)ent in a close and 
undivided attention to the completion of one 
or other ef l»s works^ His favourite haunt 
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for meditation was on the siimmit of Arthur*s 
Seat, and the walks to which h6 was most at* 
tached lay all in its vicinity. In the autumn 
of 1808, he frequently climbed the hill as an 
exercise before breakfast, an excursion of 
which few men at his age could partake* 
Here, he used to say, he had spent some of 
the happiest hours of his life ; and in these 
walks were suggested several of his literary 
eflforts which he reckoned most successfaL 
Of these he particularised the important 
scheme for blending the study of Latin with 
English grammar, and the various and judi* 
cious additions which he made to the Sum- 
mary of Geography- 

As he had been discouraged, by the great 
^pense of paper and printing, from publish^ 
ing his large Dictionary at the period which 
be had in view^ he resolved to prepare an 

abridgement. In pursuance of this design, he 

« 
began to complete the arrangement of his ma-^ 

terials, immediately after the Geography had 
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issucki from the press. To this new work he 
gave the appropriate title, ** Lexicon Linguae 
Latinae Compendiarum ;" and the first sheets 
it is believed, was printed towards the end of 
1801. At this time, he intended only to give 
brief explanations of every word; but, as he 
proceeded, he naturally imbibed a higher idea 
of the importance of his attempt; and, in this 
view, he determined, for several good reasons^ 
to make his illustrations more copious. In se- 
veral instances, he enlarged nearly to the same 
extent which he proposed for the previous 
work; endeavouring accurately **to distinguish 
the different meanings of wordsj and to explain 
them by the most pertinent examples/* His^ 
own expressions will sufficiently point out the 
other features of this Compendium. ** When 
the various significations of a word could not 
easily be reduced to distinct heads, he has, 
with much pains, arranged the examples al-^ 
phabeticaliy. In order to connect the know-^ 
ledge of words and things together, whenever 
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a beautiful moral sentiment occurred^ or an 
allusion is made to a remarkable custom^ to an 
historical fact, or the like, the whole sentence 
is transcribed, and, if difficult, explained. 
When the cxaftiple refers to any thing of 
great importance, it is further illustrated by 
quoting »milar passages from various ai*- 
thors. On this part of the work the com- 
piler has bestowed the utmost attention, and 
hopes it will be found useful to readers of 
every description, Any one who takes the 
trouble of examining pnjy a few of the words 
on which he has enlarged, and of comparing 
them with those in Ainsworth, or, indeed, in 
any other dictio^a^y the compiler has met 
with, will perceiye the pains he has taken, 
and how muph still remains tP be done, to 
facilitate the perusal of the Latin classic au^ 
thors. If the public appprove of the speci- 
men he has here given, he will endeavour to 
complex his larger work to the best of his 
ability/' 
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After having been nearly four yearrin the 
printer's hands, the Compendious Dictionary 
appeared in 1805. Br Adam gratefully ac- 
knowledges, in the preface, his obligations to 
Professor Dalzel, who was his intimate friend, 
and who had perus^ the proof-sheets of his 
other works for above thirty years. This 
learned gentleman also assisted the Doctor by 
taking a share of his labour in correcting the 
typography of the Dictionary, which was ex- 
ceedingly minute. This latter work is really 
valuable, and affords a favourable specimen 
of what would have probably been accom-^ 
plished in the Rector's more extended imder^ 
taking. Words are often explained in a man- 
ner much superiour to that of.ajiy fomjer lexi- 
cographer, and illustrations to the extent 
of six or seven columns frequently occur. 
These possess the characteristics of other works 
by the same authour ; and in them may be 
perceivecj the traces of that assiduous labour, 
^d that undivided attention, for which all 
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his contemporaries gave him credit, but 
ivhich some of them thought was overdone. 
It is certainly true, that his mind was often 
racked by severe efforts ; and that his exer-^ 
tions would have exhausted the physical 
powers of most men. The whole impression 
of the Dictionary has been sold; but it is not 
yet so well known, nor so generally used, as 
it may be at an after period. An opulent 
bookseller has entered into terms with Dr 
Adam's family for publishing a new edition. 
We have examined the conduct of Dr 
Adam as a member of a community distress- 
ed by persecution, and torn by faction; and 
it may now be useful to say something of his 
character, as connected with a subject which 
is daily becoming more important, from the 
conspicuous place which it should occupy in 
the breast of every good citizen. His poUtical 
tenets were most liberal. The writer of this 
sketch does not use this term with an inten-* 
tion that it shall express those repuWican.no- 
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tions of Government which Dr Adam was said 
to entertain,or as warranting suspicions, which, 
whiether correct or erroneous, have of late years 
produced much annoyance to many harmless 
individuals. The writer's intimacy with the 
excellent person who is the subject of this me- 
moir entitles him to say, that the notions of 
his friend were not at all of a licentious de* 
scription. They were not the vagaries of a 
pedant attempting to talk on a subject of 
which he could not judge ; they were the 
well-weighed maxims which might have beea 
expected to result from the exercise of a capa- 
city improved, and of a penetration sharpen- 
ed, by an acquaintance with mankind, more 
intimate than might have been inferred from 
his external appearance, or than he was allow- 
ed to possess by the opinion of certain persons. 
Many persons have a notion that classical 
studies, and an admiration of the great charac- 
ters who adorned the republican states of an- 
tiquity, have a tendency to imbue the mind 
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^th imperfect ideas of government, and to 
engender a turbulent spirit. This notion ig 
indeed very generally received ; but, like all 
others which are rested on no predse grounds, 
it might easily be controverted, and the real 
character of Dr Adam, as it appeared to his 
teue friends, may, for this purpose, aflford the 
most ample illustration of its fallacy. That he 
derived his political faith from any other 
source than reason, a knowledge of the British 
constitution, and his own experience, will 
never be believed by any who have had the 
honour of his confidence. In all his most ani- 
mated conversations, when any great public 
question was agitated, he distinctly shewed 
that he drew his conclusions from a strict re* 
ference, not only to the spirit of the times, 
and of the present race of men, but, in a par- 
ticxilar manner, to the talents and propensi- 



ties of those who held the reins of govern- 
ment in their hands. Here was no stale re- 
^reuce to Plato, as a philosopher, or to Cato^ 
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ta a distipguished citizen ; but to aclive priivr 
ciples, and to existing characters. Was this 
the conduct, or were these the symptoms by 
which we distinguish a asealot ? Did it rci 
jemble that of those men who are blindly 
groiang after an ideal system of happy go-, 
vernment, the notions of which they choose 
to tr^ce backward? to the days of the philosor 
phers of Greece and Home ? Surely not. If 
J>r Adam had been a man of this description, 
he could have easily found means to have re^ 
tracted those opinions for which he was stigr 
mati^ed. But, rather than suflfer any derelict 
tion from his first principles, he chose to un- 
dergo the hardships arising frominisconstrued 
intentions, and from *^ the spurns that patient 
merit of the unworthy takes." His adver^ 
saries did not seem to know that the native 
force of his mind enabled him to stand alone 
on many occasions. Perhaps this disquisition 
is needless. How many learned rpen, and, so^ 
far as learning goes, how many wise men, 
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have not hesitated to paUiate the ugliest vices 
of despotism ! There seems, then, to be at 
Jeast some exceptions to this general rule of 
contagion, by which the errours of many good 
inen have been (charitably !) explained. No- 
thing is so abominable as branding with 
repuUicanism every honest man who loves 
his country, and hates corruption, which 
eats into its very vitals, But the device h 
now grown stale. It is a very old one. For 
the fyther of lies is called the accuser of the 
brethren : Aia^oTco^, calummator. 

The person who offers these remarks has a 
plear recollection of a reprimand which he re- 
ceived from Dr Adam, for being apparently 
guilty of that very weakness for which the 
worthy man himself was stigmatized. This 
happened after the Doctor had perused a pa- 
per on the pohtics of the day, which had been 
submitted to his revisal, and, in the outset of 
which, an allusion was made to certain of the 
indent state$. Where, it may be asked, is 
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the harm of such allusions ? The best poli- 
tical writers have made, and make them. Must 
. we be deprived of all the political information 
to be gained by a review of the Greek and 
Roman governments, becauise, forsooth, they 
were republics ? While religious bigotry is 
exploded, political bigotry is in full vigour. 
The late illustrious Professor Millar of Glas-r 
gow uniformly illustrated, in Jiis lectures, every 
principle of civil government by analogy ^ 
comparing the existing institutions of Europe 
with those of Greece and Rome in their hap- 
piest times, and shewing the relative advan- 
tages and defects of every form.* 
If Dr Adam's memory now stands unsul^ 



* A complete manuscript-copy of Mr Millar's lectures was ta- 
ken, when at college, by the Rev. Dr Rennie of KiUyth, authour 
of the profound and ingenious " Assays on the Natural Hhiory of 
FeaUmoss** He has made researches, and produced a book, which 
would do honour to the first philosophers of the present day. Thie 
writer is conscious of the suspicions which are attached to the par- 
tial eulogies of friendship, el$e he cpuld at present enlarge on ^ 
character where every thing that is leame<}, amiable^ or virtuous^ 
abounds. 
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lied by the stain of political sins which he 
never committed, it must be attributed to the 
powerful, though imperceptible, operation of 
those moderate principles which the fury of 
mutual intolerance among parties had, at no 
distant period, almost banished from the land* 
He was well aware of the foul imputations 
which had been cast upon his motives* He 
frequently said to the writer of these memoirs, 
^^ I have seen the days when I had become 
so obnoxious, that even certain of my old pu* 
pils have passed by without speaking to me 
on the street. For years, I frequented no pub 
lie place ; went to no public company j and^ 
while I secluded myself from some of the most 
inviting intercourses of life, I determined to 
wait till the flood of violence should subside. 
By time and perseverance, I have lived till 
that period has arrived, and I am proud that^ 
though I never gave myself to any party, my 
acquaintances of all denominations are now 
alike cordial/* This is a noble example, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 

one which deserves the imitation of every con- 
scientious man. Where is the honest, upright 
heart, that has shared the same fate, but feels, 
in the bitterness of grief, that such a cho- 
sen spirit is now removed from the society of 
men ? But he is now beyond the reach of 
all his enemies, and above this region of woe. 

When the distvu-bances in France were in 
their infancy, and when the symptoms of hos- 
tility to that nation had begun to appear in 
his native country, Dr Adam's anxiety prompt- 
ed him to exhort some of his friends in pub- 
lic situations to resist the stream which at last 
hurried this country into a war the most 
bloody, the most expensive, and of the longest 
duration, of any that has occurred in modem 
times. From some of these men, his earnest 
and well-meant exertions produced, as has 
been already mentioned, a complete separa- 
tion. With the whole, they had the effect of 
creating distrust, respecting a character, per^ 
haps as truly spotless as any frail mortal be-' 
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wg can altuin. Aft» the period of probation 
(to whidi alltision lias been made in the Doc* 
^r's own words) had passed, these men were 
Among tile first to claim tiiat notice which, 
in truth, they had already forfditedL The 
writer's feelings nmy be conceived, when he re* 
<x)gnisal several oi those persons pushing for* 
ward a^ the Rector's fimeral, and shewing 
their eagerness to be near the lifeless remain* 
of their lamented friends Such facts are cre- 
ditable to all to whom they apply. But in 
what a forciWe mamier do they point to the 
merits of him who is no more, and what lustre 
do they not impart to his name f 

Upon the 90th of September 1805, a ge* 
neral meeting of the schoolmasters in Scot-* 
land was convened at Edinburgh, For about 
tWCTity years preceding, it had been regretted 
by many friends to public improvement, that 
the instructors of youth often left, at their 
death, a wife and family without any settled 
provision. Various suggestions had been made 

E 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ISO 

with a view to the iastitaticm of a public fund 
for contributing to the relief of the dearest 
relatives of a class of mei^ who, though they 
deserve every encouragement, have seldom an 
opportvinity of procuring a share of affluence 
Suitable tp their real importance as members 
of the state, The object of this meeting was 
to deUberate upqn the most efficient mode of 
putting these suggestions into execution ; but 
BO regular measures v^ere adopted, though the 
puUic attention was e^^ci^ed in a considerable 
degree. An individual, present at the meetr 
ing, afterwards threw out a hint intended for 
promoting the objects in view. .Hp proposed 
that the co-operation and support of Eir Adam 
should be requested in the most particular 
manner ; these olgects being thought highly 
desirable, both on account of the Doctor's prpr 
minent situation as a teapher, and his extend-; 
fd influence ai^d cpnnection. This hint was 
adopted without delay, and the Rector bene- 
volently lent a willing ear to the request of 
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Ihs brethren; He exerted himself athohg his 
friends in public capacities, who could assist 
him in facilitating the completion of the plans 
Which had been laid down ; and he advanced, 
from his private funds, nearly L. 370, being 
the aihoutit df expense iiifcurred in procuring 
an act of Parliament. Those friends who as- 
sisted the Doctor iii his laudable exertions ex- 
clusively belonged to that Iset of men, to whose 
endeavours humanity is indebted for the aboli^ 
lion of the slave-trade, and from whom, it is to 
be hoped, this country will yet derive import* 
ant benefits. Among these, the Hon. Henry 
Erskine^ FrandS Hortier, and William Adam, 
Esqrs. M. P. were most conspicuously anxibus 
in manifesting their attention to the Rector's' 
wishes. At a numerous meeting of school- 
masters held at Edinburgh xm the i8th Sep- 
tember 1807, thanks to these gentlemen were 
proposed, and carrifed by unanimous acclama- 
tion. It had been previously resolved^ that the 
members should ^^ return their warmest thank$ 
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to Dr Adamy for ^e esc«iitial services which 
he had rendered to the schoohnasters in Scot- 
land, by promoting the enactment of their 
faill^ and in advancing this n^oney for that 
purpose." 

This bill was intituled, " An Act, for rai- 
sing and securing a Fund for the relief of wi* 
dows and children of Burgh and Parochial 
Schoolmasters in Scotland;" andincludes a va- 
riety of minute regulations. These are not of 
immediate consequence ; but it may be proper 
to give a brief sketch of the state and nature of 
the institution. The contributors are divided 
into five classes* The first is assessed in the 
annual payment of five guineas, and so on to 
the fifth, or lowest, which pays one guinea 
yearly. The sum thus raised is sulject to va- 
rious limitations, and is vested in trust, in the 
Aame of a cashier, chosen from among the 
members at the general meeting. The wi- 
dows of contributors receive annuities in pro^ 
portion to the payments made by the class tQ 
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which their husbands may have bdonged. 
A widow of a contributor of the first class 
ckaws Lu 25 per annum, and those of the fifth 
receive L. 5* Dr Adam was chosen cadiier, 
and officiated, from the commencement of the 
proceedings under the act, till his death* The 
writer had occasion to know, from his own 
observation, that hardly a day passed in 
which the Doctor did not perform some ser- 
vice to the institution, or shew his anxiety, in 
some manner, for its welfere. He was truly 
the father of the measure, and he had the sa^ 
tis&ction to see it increase in extent and re- 
spectability. In the space of two years, the 
contributors were tripled. At the last gene- 
ral meeting, held in June 1810, the funds, 
after deduction of all expenses from the com- 
mencement, amounted to L. 2120, and con- 
tributions were drawn trotXi three hundred and 
thirty subscribers* The numbers stood thus : 
In the first class 64, the second 45f the third 
64i the fourth 93, and the lifth 64* 
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In the} year 1808, aft incident occurred to 
Dr Adam, which, though simple, and perhaps 
extremely unimportant in itself, may serve to 
point out at least one amiahle feature in his 
character^ The writer's strict intimacy with 
the parties entitles him to vouch for the trutl 
of the anecdote. 

A hoy, at the age of sixteeii, had conceived 
the whim of writing, at some length, on k 
passing event, which, as he imagined, was 
connected, not only with the politics of Edin- 
burgh, but With certain getieral principles of 
some importance- This was done in Novem^ 
ber 1807/ The young aiithour contrived, iri 
the course of his reasoning, to pay a com-*- 
pliment to Dr Adattij in the form of a iiote j 
and this the present writei* quotes from a copy 
in his possession : " A gentleftian who is aii 
honour and ornament to literature^ natnelyj 
Dr Alexander Adam, Rector of the Grammaif 
School here^ lately published a geographic^ 
work, in which he says, that it was as conv 
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9ion for the Athoiians to erect statues to tha 
memory of their great men as in honpnr of 
their gods. ^ After enumerating many illus^ 
trious names, known to every scholar, he add% 
that ^ it was agreatijicentive to virtue/' The 
paper would appear to have been printed in 
the summer of 1808, for, about^hat period, 
the Doctor was presented with a copy. It is 
certain, however, that he found me^ns to visit 
Jiis panegyrist, and, from that day till his 
4eath, to distinguish the boy by evpry m^k 
of friendship. What is most renfiarkable, be 
Avas accustomed to relate tp the youth, both 
iji the public walks and at his house, those 
events of his life whiph inculcgted by example 
the important advantages to be derived froi^ 
industry and perseverance. The oth^r, in his 
turn, had recourse habitually tp Pr Adam as 
^ bosom-rfriend. We thus have ^ convincing 
proof, that the same person who made such 
a stern resistance to every thing which was 
illiberal or base, firpnii whatever authority it 
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proceeded, could not only recognise juvex&J3i» 
merit, but could stDop to associate with, an4 
ipil^cly acknowledge his regard for t)^ pcs^ 
sessor. Such a pleasant temper of mind it 
rare at any period of life,butis pecauliarly ad^-^ 
niirable in old age. It is commonly remark-* 
ed, that the affections are then contracted; but 
he that mingles in an unconstrained manner 
with the young, who are entering into the 
world, evinces a soul of imcommon strength, 
and a heart expanded with the purest regard 
for his species. 

like the memoirsofmostothermenof letters, 
and especially those who have spent their years 
in the sober routine of professional duties, Dr 
Adam's Ufe presents nothing which can amuse 
or astonish, either in the shape of incident or 
adventure. In 1 808,he appeared at a civic din- 
ner, given by the Magistrates of Edinburgh, in 
testimony of their respect for Sir Samuel 
Hood- The Rector, on this occasion, wore the 
sanie black coat which he used at Paris in 
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1771 ; and it is worthy of remark that he 
had never appeared in company with the 
Magistrates for thirty-five years. He certainly 
had reason to think himself unhandsomely 
treated, but he felt that he was above little 
malice, and complied with the first polite in- 
vitation which he had received for such a long 
period. 

He was twice married, and had children by 
both connectionts. For one of his sons he felt 
^ remarkable attachment, and indeed the boy 
possessed all those amiable qualities which 
rendered the Doctor an object of general 
esteem. It is much to be regretted that his 
domestic comforts were abridged in his de- 
cUning years, and that he received fronL one 
individual, who shall be nameless, less than an 
ordinary portion of that attention which was 
always shewn to him even by strangers, and 
of that regard which he never failed to excite, 
«ven by those unimportant manifestations of 
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his b^ievolence which were called forth in 
the moments of casual intercourse* 

When the aggressions of Napoleon, and 
the shameful cowardice and indecison which 
prevailed in the Escurial, had roused the Spa-* 
nish people to a sense of their dangers, Dr 
Adam began once more to take an interest in 
political affairs. It was truly delightful to 
tnark the patriotic glow that brightened his 
countenance, which could so well express ant 
exalted conception, when he entered into con-< 
versation upon a subject of such interest to 
the human race. He thought, like many 
other men of similar good principles, that the 
time had arrived when the energies of an an-^ 
cient and powerful people were to be renew-^ 
ed. By this desirable event, he also hoped 
that the character and consequence of all the 
oppressed countries in Europe would be raised^ 
In short, he shewed that vigour, and the same 
habits of close thinking, which rendered him 
sp conspicuous in those trying situations which 
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have already heen explainQd. Under all cir^ 
cumstances, he saw that tht beiieficial con^ 
sequences^ \^daL many pro&ssed to cofaisiider 
as necessarily attendant on the SpasMsh revo* 
luliony were but doubtfiil. He foresaw, with 
a prophetic eye, the hurtful efiects of the er^ 
rours committed in coaaducdng the cause of 
the patriots, both in this country asid in Spain ; 
axid it is distresi^ng to recollect that these pre^ 
dictions were too fiilly verified. It will not 
he needM fiirther to enlarge upon these 
points; but Dr Adam's memory derives at 
least some credit, when k is rem^anbered that 
he never gave way to that excess of credulity 
which was originally visible among men in 
power^ but which at oa^ tiixie threatened to 
assume the form of a general delusion. Such 
a delusion, operating upcoi the people of Bri* 
tain, would have been pregnant witJi conse- 
quences which it is tiie duty of every good d- 
tizen to avert. 
Irk 1808, the Boctor was jequested, by se- 
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vcral of his former pupils, to iit for his por- 
trait. This request proceeded from a very 
respectable class of young men, some of whom 
were rising in the learned professions, and 
others the sons of persons of rank and for- 
tune* The portrait was intended for exhibi- 
tion in some conspicuous public edifice, in 
testimony of their high regard for the Rector 
as a pubUc and private character. His con- 
sent was given ; and Mr Raeburn, with his 
accustomed felicity, has produced a likeness^ 
in which may be observed all the qualities 
which any portait can be expected to possess. 
It is a whole-length, and the Rector appears 
seated, in the act of teaching. The attitude 
is charact»istic, without the least restraint or 
affectation j and the manner and features of 
the person representedl cannot fail to convey 
a satisfactory idea of his mental quaUties to 
the discerning beholder. This portrait has 
been recently placed in the library of the 
High School, and a well-executed print has 
been taken from it. 
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The only work which our authour pro- 
jected, and partially executed, but which he 
never gave to the world, was the " Manuel of 
Latinity.'' In the preface to the Classical Bio^ 
graphy, he thus speaks regarding the unpub- 
lished tract : " The compiler, before resuming 
his larger work, proposes to publish, by way 
of appendix to his grammar, a short abridge- 
ment, or manuel of Latinity, for the use of 
learners, which is nearly ready for the press." 
This resolution is dated in September 1800. 
In reply to inquiries after the intended pub- 
lication, he writes in these terms : 
" Dear Sir, 

" The manuel of Latinity is partly in- 
cluded in the small dictionary which I print- 
ed; and I have mentioned, in the preface, 
the reasons for which I altered my plan. I 
have still the manuscript in its original form ; 
but I hardly think it worth publishing. If I 
live to complete the larger Dictionary, I shall, 
at the same time that I print it, also make 
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an aixridgement ; and possibly^ if paper and 
printing become cheaper, I may publish the 
abridgement sooner. The Geography is just 
now reprinting in London, some proofs of 
which are sent to me to be corrected, and I 
must very soon begin printing a new edition 
of the Grammar j so that you see I shall have 
work enough on my hands* I ever am, with 
great esteem, 

" My Dear Sir, 

*' Yours very truly, 
(Signed) " Ai£x»- Adam. 

" GeorgeU Square^ Wednesday Mornings Ut Feb» 1609/* 

About the middle of the same year, the 
Doctor finished his revisal of the new edition 
of the Summary of Geography and History, 
to which he alludes in the above letter. It 
was printed by Mr Andrew Strahan, printer 
to the King, and every sheet was regularly 
corrected by the authour, though at the dis- 
tance of 400 miles from the press ; a circum- 
stance which does not frequently occur in this 
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country,* Though the Geography was in 
the fourth edition, it cost Dr Adam not a little 
care and attention, as his anxiety for the ac-» 
ciuracy of every successive impression of his 
works was considerable. His literary avoca-^ 
tions were afterwards confined to the large 
Latin Dictionary. Indeed, if we except his 
attendance at the High School, his researches 
for this work now constituted his chief labour. 



* It may contribute to strengthen the patience of those i^ho 
complain so pathetically of their « typographical pangs in Europe," 
if the authoufy in passing, mentions the circumstances under which 
an accomplished and enterprising friend executed a literary under- 
taking of much more difficulty than any in which the subject of 
this memoir ever was engaged. Dr John Borthwick Gilchrist cor^ 
rected the proof-sheets of his inestimable work on " Hindoostame 
Pbilohgy^* at Ghazeepoor and Benares, while the printers were doing 
their duty in Calcutta. The labours of this gentleman may 
be conceived, who, at the distance of nearly five hundred miles from 
the press, at length finished a book which had engaged his atten« 
tion for fifteen years. While employed on it, he lost a fortune ; 
and, at one period, the pressure of annety and adverse circum- 
stances brought on a formidable disease, which had every appear- 
ance of being mortal. Performances so intricate, perplexing, and 
extensive, as his Grammar and Dictionary of the Hindoostanee lan« 
giMge, have never been executed by any individual in Europe, even 
with every facility derived from the improved state of printing, and 
p^mberless other comparative advantages* Dr Gilchrist's owft 
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But, while these grave emplojrments occupied 
so much of his time, the various intercourses 
of friendship were not excluded. In this man* 
ner the Rector spent his days ; enjojring peace 
with himself, and receiving from every quar- 
ter the most unequivocal testimonies of his 
usefulness, and of the esteem in which he was 
held by men of all ranks. At no period of 
his life did he display greater vigour in dis* 
charging the duties of his class, and in su- 



language will best explain certain of his difficulties, which, though 
quite subordinate and insignificant in coq^parison of the rest, would, 
in this country, almost terrify an authour from having any inter- 
ference with the press. ** The compositors were every one more 
ignorant than another of the subject on which they were engaged; 
any attempt, therefore, which could be made at emendation by 
them only plunged me in grosser errours. Each proef of four pages 
took two weeks to go and come, and, revises being frequently ine- 
vitable, three weeks may at least be allowed before one half-sheet 
could be struck off. Seven hundred pages were absolutely printed 
in that way. The reader, then, cannot much wonder at the pro- 
tracted period c^ my work, situated, as I have all along been, anudst 
difficulties, which, however much my evil stars have been to blarney 
were owing to no fault of mine. One day the press would bound 
with the agility of an antelope, and for weeks< afterwards assume 
almost the retrograde gait of a crab, just as an influx of cash and 
qmits roused or benumbed its conductors." 
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perintending the concerns of the High School, 
His own class was more fully attended than it 
had been at any Ibrmer period At the meet- 
ing after the recess in August 1 809^ he taught 
no less than i67 boys. 

Of the Rector's character, it does not ap» 
pear necessary now to make any formal esti- 
mate. Opportunities for delineating the most 
prominent futures of his mind have already 
occurred in various parts of this narrative, and 
the writer has not omitted to avail himself of 
these. He has infinite pleasure in here insert- 
ing a passage from a letter which has been 
addressed to him by a gentleman who has 
lately made a most respectable figure in the 
House of Commons, and who is esteem«^ 
ed by those who know him best, for the se^ 
dateness of his manner, and the clearness of 
his judgement " It gives me great pleasure 
to hear that you have undertaken to publish 
a memoir of Dr Adam, whose memory ought 
to receive every mark of respect that is due to ^ 
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one who has deivoted every hour of his Ufe, 
and all the powers of his mind, to the dis- 
charge of his public duties, an4 the improyq- 
inent of letters, I saw him only at a dis- 
tance, and had no opportunity of obser- 
ving more than his public character, by 
which, frpm the tiipe when I was his pupil 
till his death, he attached me to him with 
sentiments pf the greatest respect, and ind^d 
veneration. His unshaken independence and 
integrity, his ardour in the cause of public 
liberty, his unwearied and severe application 
to learning, the purity of his manners, and 
the singleness of heart, by which all those 
gr^at qualities were in his ch^^racter knit to^ 
gether, no one could know him, even slightly, 
without acknowledging, I trust you will not 
fail to do him ample justice in all these re-r 
spects." This is a heartfelt tribute, and, in 
coming from such a source, must be highly 
impressive. Seldom, indeed, has there beeri 
such a pupil' and such a preceptor. The era-! 
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phatic expressions of -Homfce apply eqiiall/ 
well to the livilig atid to the dead: " Nil con- 
scire sibi, nulla pallescere culpa/' The au- 
thour needs, in justice to his feelings, to add, 
that his ambition to possess the good opinion 
of the gentleman whose words have been 
Quoted, next to his veneration for the me- 
mory of his friend, has chiefly encouraged' 
him in the composition of this memoir. 

James Adam, the Rector *s favourite son, 
i'etumed to England with the homeward-- 
bound East Itidia fleet, in the month of No-' 
Member 180^. For some weeks the Doctor 
had been extremely anxioiis in his inquiries 
after the fleet, and he appeared to anticipate 
his son's arrival with the fondest expectation. 
These expectations, hbwever, were never 
to be realized; for Mr Adam's constitution had 
been strongly attacked by consumption, and- 
his father had the niortification to find that 
he was disabled from undertaking a journey 
to Scotland. From Heavytree^ near Exeter, 
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vrbsre this dutiful turn had retired for the re- 
covery of his healthy he addressed a letter to 
his father, requesting him to lose no time in 
leaving Edinburgh, if he expected again to 
see hixn in life. But this affecting summons 
came too late; for, on Wednesday the I8th of 
December, while attending his class, Dr Adam 
was seized with an alarming indisposition whidi 
had every appearance of apoplexy, and increa- 
sed so much that he was forced to leave the 
school, supported by his intimate and deser- 
ving friend Mr Gray. When the Doctor 
reached home, he went to bed, and feu into a 
sound sleep, which appeared to have arrested 
the progress of the disease, for he was after- 
wards able to walk about his room. He con- 
tinued apparentiy in a convalescent state till 
Saturday, when he was again attacked by an 
alamung return of the apoplectic symptoms. 
Their continuation was distinctiy indicated 
by pains in the head, and a slight stupor, till 
they ended in dissolution at about one o'clock 
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on the morning of Monday I8th December 
1809* During the last days of his life, Dr 
Adam expressed no presentiment of death, nor 

did he seem to be influenced by any of those 

* 

feelings of anxiety which are commonly be- 
lieved to occupy the mind in our dying hours. 
He was much impressed with the idea of his 
usual avocations ; and^ upon the verge of ex- 
istence, he fancied himself employed in put* 
ting questions to his scholars. He often ex- 
pressed tbe most anxious wish to be permit- 
ted to walk out to the High School, and, at 
certain times, it was with much difficulty he 
was detained in his room. In these particu- 
lars there appeared the only symptoms of the 
efi^cts produced upon his intellects by the 
apoplectic affection about the head. 

His death was attributed partly to those 
domestic unhappinesses which have been 
mentioned, and, in a great measure, to ex- 
treme grief at the deplorable state of his son's 
health. This young gentleman, who was 
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third officer on board the Elphinston East 
Indiaman when he fell sick, would upon his 
next voyage have become entitled to the rank 
of captain. In him the Rector's only cheer- 
ing hopes were centered. When he received 
that letter which hinted at the iitipending dis- 
solution of the object of his warifiest wishes, 
he was shocked at the extent of his afflic- 
tion, and apoplexy unhinged a frame which 
had never been impaired by irregularities of 
any kind, except such as arose from anxiety 
and intense mental application. The news of 
his death operated among his numerous 
friends and admirers like a shock of electri-^ 
city. Men of all ages and denomination^ 
were loud in lamenting an event which had 
bereaved them of a common benefactor. The 
authour^ by permission from the Rev. Dr 
Brown, Principal of Marischal College, Aber-' 
deen, makes the following extract from a letter 
which was addressed to that gentleman by a 
friend ; 
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" EdtJimrghj iSth December 1809. 
** An event has now occur^red which has 
bereaved the literary world of one of its most 
distinguished ornaments, andjne of a dear 
friend. . I am ju?t informed that Dr Adam 
expired thi^ morning in an apoplectic fit. 

" You will,.no doubt, receive this intelligence 
with great concern. He was entitled to the 
esteem of every well-principled man. He de- 
voted a mind uncommonly powerful to pur- 
suits in which his usefulness has been gene- 
rally acknowledged. During the course of a 
lojig life, he never sought repose, but labour- 
ed p^obly tp attain the reputation of one of the 
first Latin scholars, and the most indefatigable 
teacher of the age. To this eminence he was 
elevated by the unanimous suffrage of the 
learned wo^ld, and it must be regretted that 
}ie was not spared to finish his Latin Pictipnr 
ary ; a wort tp which he was devoted con 
amore. In this arduous undertaking he had 
proceeded go far as the middle of the letter C, 
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The engaging enthusiasm which animated 
him, when speaking or writing on any subject 
connected with his studies, was remarkable. 
His conversation made a salutary and, I hope, 
a lasting impression on my mind j fcr I am 
sure it never pointed to any thing but what 
was worthy of the most zealous imitation. 
At this moment, I figure to myself the youth- 
ful warmth and vigour which alwayis charac- 
terized his open-hearted communications. He 
thought for himself on the momentous topics 
of government and politics. His decisions 
were therefore stable and proper. But he was 
not content with nursing in secret his opi- 
nions ; he uttered them with a manly dignity, 
which was evidently dictated by those sublime 
models of conduct with which his studies had 
led him to become familiar. One part of his 
behaviour spoke volumes in his praise, when 
coimected with the rank he latterly held. He 
raised himself in life by the force of his talents 
and industry ; and, though he had often occa- 
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sion to move in that sphere of society where 
polish is common, and where real refinement 
is equally rare, he never descended from the 
heights where intellect and learning placed 
him J he never feared the face of man. . 

For these qualities, which so much embel- 
lish the character of a man of Uterature, and 
for the spotless tenour of his morals in all the 
relations of Kfe, Dr Adam was peculiarly 
valuable in my estimation. His openness and 
candour, and the unrestrained expressions of 
his friendship which I received in every place 
and situation, made me view him with more 
affection than any other person to whom I 
was not related by the most indissoluble ties. 
I cannot forbear quoting, from the poem of 
an unfortunate authour, three stanzas, which 
are at present pecuHarly applicable : , 

« Fair, with my best ideas twin'd, 
Thine image oft will meet my mind j 
And, while remembrance brings thee near, 
Affection sad will drop a tear. 

How oft does sorrow bend the head, 
Before we dwell among the dead I 
V 
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Scarce in the years of early prime, 
I've often wept the wrecks of time. 

What tragic tears bedew the eye ! 
What deaths we suffer ere we die ! 
Our past connections we deplore. 
And friends of youth that are no more* 

*' Such recollectious are trying, and they 
thrill the tenderest chords of human nature. 
The irksome task which I have thus taken 
upon me of communicating my feelings upon 
this occasion is rendered more distressing, hy 
the recollection of the circumstances under 
which Dr Adam and I last inet. Our con- 
versation was short, and we parted abruptly 
in the hurry of business. Immediately after, 
some things occurred which required my exer- 
tions in a certain shape that I knew would 
please my friend, and also form a theme for 
our next conversation. At one pf our late 
casual meetings, he said, with much impres-^ 
siveness, " Let me see y^u soon." I was con- 
soling myself with the anticipation of the long^ 



* Logan's Ode on the Death of a Young ^ady. 
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evening which we should spend, when the 
distressing news of his death put an end to 
the possibihty of ever again enjoying the sight 
of this good naan ! " 

The Morning Chronicle of 23d December 
I8O9 contains the subsequent notice. It is 
the most elegant and comprehensive which 
the writer of this memoir has seen. 

" On the 18th inst. died at Edinburgh, af- 
ter a few days illness, Alexander Adam, LL. D. 
Rector of the High School, having filled that 
situation for near forty years. His long life 
was, to its very close, an unremitting course 
of labour in the service of the public j all the 
leisure, which the duties of his office left him, 
being devoted to the composition of works 
for improving the methods of classical edu- 
cation in Scotland, but which were found to 
be so useful and accurate, that they have been 
received with approbation, and adopted in 
this country. To the most unwearied appli- 
«tion he joined aft enthusiasm for learning 



Digitized by 



Googk 



156 

and for the liberties of mankind, and possess- 
ed the most perfect integrity and indepen- 
dence of mind. The men who were edu- 
cated in that school, during his time, will long, 
remember how he inspired his boys with' an 
attachment both to himself and to the pur- 
suits in w;hich he instructed them, and will 
always regard his memory with affection and 
gratitude." 

It was believed for some time that Dr Adam 
had died intestate ; but, upon more minute 
investigation, it was discovered that his settle- 
ments were perfectly complete. Though he 
was very prudei^t in the management of his 
af&irs, his fortune was not so large as might 
liave bgen expected. To his latter will he 
added a postscript in his own hand-writing, 
expressing his hope that his family would feel 
attached to one anbther, and that no pecuniary 
consideration would produce discord. In case 
of any misunderstanding, he warned them 
never to go to law> and inserted the names of 
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certain friends to whom they might submit 
all disputes, and who, for his sake, would act 
as arbitrators. 

His external appearance was that of a scho- 
lar who dressed neatly for his own sake, but 
who had never incommoded himself to com- 
ply with fashion in the cut of his coat, or 
in the regulation of his gait. Upon the street 
he often appeared in a studious attitude, and 
in winter always walked with his hands cross- 
ed and thrust into his sleeves. His features 
were regular and manly, and he was above 
the middle 'size. In his well-formed propor- 
tions, and in his firm regular pace, there ap- 
peared the marks of habitual temperance. He 
must have been generally attractive in his 
early days, and, in his old age, his manners 
and conversation enhanced the value and in- 
terest of every quahfication. When he ad- 
dressed his scholars, when he commended ex- 
cellence, or when he was seated at his own 
fireside with a friend on whom he could re- 
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ly, it was delightful to be near him ; and lic^ 
man \yho had a heart to feel could leave his 
company without declaring that he loved Dr 
Adam. A portion of that pure expression of 
countenance which produced such effects may 
be perceived in the portrait which has been 
already mentioned. Were the writer to con- 
sult his own remembrances, he could enlarge 
upon this topic ; but he has yet to learn the 
possibility of conveying by words adequate 
ideas of any person. There are so many liice 
combinations of the moral qualities, as they 
are expressed in manner and feature, that it 
appears to him impracticable. 

Some public mark of respect to the Rector's 
memory was originally proposed by an enter- 
prising and respectable individual in the profes- 
sion of the law.^ The Magistrates of Edinburgh 
having been consulted, arrangements were 
liiade for a public funeral ; and Dr AdamV 



^ James Gibson, Esq. Writer to the Signet. 
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corpse was removed from his house in George 
Square to the High School in the evening of 
Thursday 28th December I8O9. On Friday, 
at about half past one o'clock, the persons in- 
tending to join in the procession had assembled 
in the school-court, while the great bell af the 
High Church pealed a solemn tone. When 
every arrangement was completed, the pro- 
cession moved in the following order : The 
boys attending the High School; arranged ac- 
cording to their classes, led by the respective 
masters, preceded the body, which was sup- 
ported on men's shoulders, and covered with 
a rich crimson pall. These were followed by 
the Provost, Magistrates, and Council, in their 
state-dress ; the Principal and Professors of the 
University in their official habiliments ; and 
above 700 private mourners, consisting of Dr 
Adam's friends and former pupils. A fune- 
ral so splendid and appropriate had not been 
witnessed in Scotland for many years. The 
civic simpUcity and order of the scene were 
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well adapted to the character and pursmts of 
the deceased. All the mourners appeared to 
be occupied with melancholy reflections, ex- 
cited by the consideration that they were fol- 
lowing the remains of a valuable member of 
society, who was a pattern for every thing 
worthy of imitation, from the spot which had 
been the centre of his labours for forty years. 
Such reflections, operating among scholars 
who had lost a friend and instructor, were 
productive of more real mourners than will 
probably be foimd amidst all the pageantry 
of kingly funerals for a century to come. 
Soldiers lined the streets, which were covered 
with spectators, who filled every inch of ground 
from which they could command a peep of 
the procession. Even the lamp-posts and tops 
of chimnies were occupied. The procession 
moved along Nicholson's Street, till it reach- 
ed the Chapel of Ease, belonging to St Cuth- 
bert's parish. The boys then formed into 
lines on each side, and received the mourners, 
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standing uncovered. This was a most inte- 
resting spectacle ; and it has been wdl ob- 
served that *^ they showed, in their deport- 
ment, that the mark of respect was strongly 
felt, which they were paying for the last time 
to the venerated remains which passed before 
ihem.'* At the grave, the Magistrates, witli 
the Professors, and a number of private friends, 
remained till the corpse was committed to its 
parent earth. One feeling jof deep regret seem- 
ed to pervade all those who did not attend at 
the funeral as a matter of course, and that 
feeling was expressed in a moderate and de- 
corous manner. Surely the friends of Dr 
Adam had no reason to betray any violent 
emotion, unless they contemplated the los? 
which they had individually sustained. If any 
of us ever hope for existence or for happiness 
beyond this transitory life, it will be conso- 
ling for us to believe that we shall share it 
with .him. His measure of usefulness in 
this world was very extensive, and he at* 
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t4me(} almost every object of his virtuous 
aoibition. 
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APPENDIX. 



NOt 1 

Orilo Sck^U Grammmtiia Ediiunsis ; exhibiting a View tf 
the Course of Study prescribed for ike itigh Stkool ^ 
Edinburgh, in 1640. 

{tills paper will b6 foaad in the Life «f Rudaindd, %f flfr thdM^^ IMoM 
teakiag vm «f Hi « f<iir tt qiWMirM 6» enviieow « pbiQt of iaot, ha?* bfte 

FIRST CLA^S. 

In the first year, darings the first six months, the chit 
Aren «rere to be tali^kt tb€^ prittdptos of gnmaburi tM eema^ 
tft/o sermone. They wei« At die slafine tiflii» to learn die 
Latin ixaines of eve^y things im earth find in beahren. ]>ttni% 
the second six months, the diildren were daihy to repeat a 
certain portion of grammar ; and they tv^r^ inoidentally to 
be taught particular sentences, relating to life and niiiiei4 

SECOl^ CLASS. 

In llie flec(md year, andilurinf the first six months, the 
children were to repeat daily certain parts of grammar, but 
more particularly as the same are laid down by Despauter ; 
end to translate the same into English : moreover, they trere 
to read Cordery'^s CoUoqtiies. During th^ second six moitthfl|, 
the children were to be tsmght dally the syntax tf Erasmus; 
and the masters Were to teach, and th^ sdH^rs to leartt, ia 
the Latin laogua^e. 
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THIRD CLASS. 

Theough the whole of the thurd year, the boys were ta 
repeat daily a portion of etymdf^ and syntax ; to be exer-> 
cised in reading Cicero^s Dialogue de Senectute ; the Co^ 
medies of Terence ; Oyid^s Tristia ; Buchanan^s Psalms ; 
and to translate Cicero'^s EpistTes. They were to read 
the same clara voce. 

FOURTH etASS. 

In the fourth year, the boys were to repeat daily, for the 
first month, whilt they had already learned, and to be taught 
Bu^pbanan^s Prosody, with Despauter^s Select Rule^, and 
Buchanan^s Epigrams. During the other months, the 
boys were to be exercised in poetry, and in the practice 
of the rules of grammar ; to read Virgil, Ovid^s Metamor- 
phoses, Horace, Buchanan^s Psalms, and to transk^e Cicero, 
Caesar, and Terence. The beauties of these authors were 
to be explained to the scholars. 

, FIFT» CLA«S«^ 

In the fifth year, the boys were to read tl^e whole Rhe- 
toric of Talseus, and the greater part of the compendious 
Bh^oric of Cassandeus. They were to read Cicero's Ora- 
tions, and the short speeches in Sallnst, Virgil, and Lu- 
can. They were to read distinctly and audibly, and to 
decbdm.^ 

No. II. 

Documents connected with the Disputes in (he High School 
of Edinburgh, regarding the use of Ruddiman's Gram-^ 
mar. 

Th» Principal of the University of Edinburgh, with the 
ProfesscMTS of Greek and Humanity, haying been desired 
by their honourable patrons to report their opinion con-^ 
cerning the grammar which ought to be taught in the 
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High School of this city ; and also concerning such regu- 
lations as may be proper for promoting peace and good 
order in that school ; and having been at the same timo 
furnished with copies of the acts of council relative to thos^ 
subjects on former occasions, do, after mature delibera* 
tion, humbly offer the following opinion to their honour- 
able patrons* 

With respect to the proper grammar to be taught in the 
lligh School. As the late Mr RudJiman^s Rudhnents and 
Grammar, being the works of a very learned, judicious, and 
experienced master in the Latin tongue, have been for many 
years, and now are, taught almost universally in the schools 
of this kingdom, and are at present the grammatical books 
used by the four ordinary masters of the High School, the 
said Principal and Professors think, that the use of these 
books ought to be continued in the said school ; but in order 
that the several classes that are brought forward to the rec- 
tor in succession, by the said masters, may be taught gram- 
mar in an uniform manner, the Principal and Professors are 
of opinion, that the four masters should be appointed to meet 
together, and, after the most mature consultation, to select 
and mark out such rules, or parts of rules, in Ruddiman^s 
Grammar as they think necessary to be taught, and uniform- 
ly to teach and apply those rules to their several classes ; 
and that then it should be recommended to the rector to 
continue the use of said rules with the scholars that attend 
his class. At same time, if he finds it necessary to add any 
other rules, or any other grammatical observations wliich he 
may deem useful, particularly in connecting the English 
with the Latin grammar, that he may do this from the gram- 
mar pul)lished by himself; and they have no doUbt that hU 
own discretion and solicitude for the improvement of his 
scholars will lead him to avoid loading their memories with 
the repetition of new ndes of the same import with those 



Digitized by 



Googk 



irttikh ihtj iMiTe already learned. As to the discipMne of the 
school, the said Principal and Professors think^ that it troiild' 
be of great benefit to the scholars, if the puUic haH were 
commodiouslj fitted np, so as to gire all the classes, with 
their masters, an opportunity to assetnUe every mofming for 
prayers, as formerly was the practice, previous to the buOd- 
ing of the new school-house, and also in the forenoon* of 
every Saturday, for public examinations, and public repeti- 
tions of select passages from the poets, historians, and ora- 
tors, and for such parts of discipline as the rector and mas- 
ters may find it proper to exercise there, for the generd good 
order of the school. And, lastly, for information respecting 
the relative duties of the rector and masters, the said Prin- 
cipal and Professors beg leave to refer their honourable pa- 
trons to what is contained in those particular points in the 
act of council dated 8th February 1710, which the said Prin- 
cipal and Professors find to express such injunctions as^ en- 
tirely correspond with their own sentiments on those sub- 
jects. Given under our hands, and dated 15th October 
1786. 

NO. in. 

Unto the Right ffanourable the Lord Provost and Magi'i 
stratesj S^c, of Edifihurghy the Repretentation of the 
Masters of the High School of Edisbvugh. 

The masters having met, at the desire ot the honourable 
the magistrates and town council, to consider a report trans-» 
mitted to them from a very respectable committee of the 
university, relative to the Latin grammar most useful for in-* 
structing their pupils in the principles of that language, un- 
animously resolved to represent, and hereby do humbly 
represent, to their honourable patrons, Ist^ That the ru- 
diments of the Latin tongue, published by the learned 
and judicious Thomas Ruddifnan, b the best book they 
have yet seen for teaching children the first principles of 
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Xattn. ■ 2d9 That the Latin grammar, published by th« 
same authour, is in their opinion the best system of Latin 
grammar that haf hitherto been taught in Scotland. 3<f, 
That many sensible men have doubted, whether the nidi* 
ments, o^ first principles of Latin, ought to be taught in 
Latin or in the mother tongue, or in both ; but that to boys^ 
who have learned the first principles, the other grammatical 
rules and observations ought to be communicated in Latin, 
is a point about which hardly any doubt has been entertain* 
edl 4}thy That although the language of grammar must dif- 
fer firom the language of the historian, the poet, and the ora- 
tpr, yest it is still the Latin language ; and boys, while they 
learn Latin grammar, learn the Latin l^gus^e at the same 
time. 5thy That a person who has acquired the first prin- 
ciples of French or Italian will learn either of these lan-t 
guages much sooner if he lives in France or Italy, than if 
be continues in his native country ; and the fewer of his own 
countrymen he converses with, he will learn these or any 
foreign language the sooner. feA, That when once a boy 
has learned the first principles of Latin, the grammar in La- 
tin ought to be put into his hands ; the Latin rules ought to 
be committed to memory ; and the illustrations of these rules 
by questions, answers, and examples, ought to be as much 
^s possible in Latin ; for this, in some sort, resembles bx\ 
emigration to ancient Rome, where business of every kin4 
is transacted in the (Latin) language of that country. 7th^ 
That it is impossible for them to mark out the rules of Mr 
iEt.uddiman^s Grammar, which they will certainly and uni-j 
formjy teach, during the course of four years, in their re- 
spective classes, for that must depend, in a great measure, 
on the age and capacity of their pupils ; but they considejp 
the whole system as necessary to be read and understood j 
and the more of the rules that can be committed to memoryj^ 
and retained by frequent repetition, the better. 8f A, That 
\f the rector of the scl^ool t^ke up the same grammar wherfi 
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ihej leave it, and continue the boys in the 5ame train of res 
petitions, and faithful application of rules, and if the profes- 
sor of humanity in the university succeed the rector of the 
school in the same exercises, tlijs unity of plan and of exe- 
cution, in their opinion, must promote the knowledge of the 
Latin lan^age more than any other method known to them. 
9thy That they would look upon it as a great advantage, if 
only one Latin grammar was taught through the whole king- 
dom ; and that the grammar ought to be the book recom- 
mended by the experience of the greatest number of the 
most judicious teacners ; for this would tend to unite schools 
and colleges, to direct the views of masters and scholars to 
one object, and connect them more closely with the republic 
of letters in Europe. lOM, That the great schools in Eng- 
Jand, which have maintained their characters fpr a^es, and 
educated many scholars of the first eminence, have for cen- 
turies persisted, and still do persist, in teaching Latin gram- 
mar in the Latin language, and in verse rules, for the sake 
of memory. ll^A, That Mr Rud(Jiman*s grammatical works 
introduced themselves into all the most considerable schools 
of this country by their intrinsic merit alone, by which they 
still maintain their ground, and probably will do so for ages to 
come; and many teachers and scholars of character, >vho have 
already learned some other system of granjmar, convin<ied of 
the superior excellence of this, applied themselves to the 
study of the Latin language with nmch satisfaction and im- 
provement. 12</i, That if two Latin grammars in one coun- 
try seem hurtful, two in orie seminary miist seem much 
more hurtful, and naturally tend to produce discontents 
and animosities between teachers, confusion, perplexity, and 
ignorance among scholars ; and, among boys of less discern- 
ment, they may produce a disgust at manly hardiness and 
useful labour, and perhaps at last a settled contempt of all 
grammatical and literary researches. 13iA, That they are 
fj^rsuaded their success in teaching depends on their faith- 
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fill and diligent prosecution of the plan above recommended; 
and are fully convinced their honourable patrons will never 
require them to give their countenance to mutilating, abridg- 
ingy idtering, or corrupting Mr Ruddiman^s Grammar in any 
way whatever. 14M, That they Jiave carefully avoided all 
critical strictures upon the comparative merit of authors, 
nor would they be thought to d^reciate the well-meant in* 
vdustry of any Alan ; they .only beg leave to hint, rthat sprlong 
as their labours are so acceptable to the public, and thq^r 
classes so well attended, the rectcnr never can suffer by fo]^ 
lowing the same plan of teaching with them. 16thy That 
the plan of school disc^ine, so judicioudy mai^ked out ^ 
the act of council 1710, they heartily approve, provided they 
could see the least probability of its being carried into eji;;^^ 
cution with te^Eiper, prudence, and cordiality* The Mastejiji 
of the High School cannot coneluflb this .representation^ 
without rretuming their warmest .and mogt j^ipoece ttuin}(s ,tp 
their honourable patrons, by ^i^UKe spirited and generojui^ 
aid, at the head of an af^roving and libea^al (Kumnunity, they 
are provided with the best teaching apaitm^s in BritAiR^ 
and by whose unremitted exertions this city is bQautifi^d^ 
-extended, and improved in every quarter, and strangecs ace 
encouraged to settle here, for the education of th^ cbildr^i 
At the same time, they are happy in assuring the magistrates 
and council, that they will continue to employ their best en- 
deavours in promoting the improvement of the youth commit- 
ted to their care, which they consider as the most suitable re- 
turn they can make tp their honourable patrons and bene- 
iactors. 

7th November 1786^—- Signed by the fournaasters. 

Jas. FaBNCH. 

W,M. Cauie^SKAW* 
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NO. IV. 

Jet of Council ; from the Records of the City of 
Edinburgh. 

At Edinburgh^ the 29M of November 1786. 

WhTch day, the right honourable the Lord Provost, the 
Magistrates, and Council of the city of Edinburgh, being 
assembled— -Read letter from Df Adam, Rettor of the Hig^h 
School, relative to his teaching his scholars by Ruddiman^s 
Rudiments and Grammar; which being considered, the Coun^ 
cil, as patrons of the High School, ordered and directed ^e 
rector, and other masters of the High School, to teach and 
instruct their scholars by Ruddiman^s Rudiments and Grasw 
mar ; and prohibited and discharged any other rudiments er 
grammar to be taught or made use of by the rector, or other 
masters, in any of the classes of the said school ; with certi- 
fication to those who shdl disobey or counteract tiiis injunc- 
tion, that they will do so at their peril, and incur the dis- 
pleasure of their patrons. Ordered extracts to be sent to 
the rector, and eadi of the other masters, without abiding » 
reading in council* 



Aftsr the writer of this memoir had received from the 
Rev. Mr Stephen an extract from the parish-register of 
Bafford relative to Br Adam V baptism, he applied to that 
gentleman for any anecdotes of the Rector^s early life which 
might still be remembered in the place of his nativity. N<r 
person would, in all probability, perceive the dawn of future 
eminenct in Mr Adiun^s schoolboy exploits. It is not thera^ 
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&re to lie expected that his few surviying eont^nporarieg' 
would commit to memory any of those unimportant circum- 
stances which were likely to occur between fifty and sixty 
y^ars ago. By these reasons, the writer was induced to go 
on in his narrative, aft^ having waited for a reply to his 
inquiries. Unavoidable occurrences have prevented Mr 
Stephen from making any commuuication until the early 
part of this tract was printed. An extract from his letter 
is subjoined ; and it has been thought proper, as the best 
authority for some shades of difference with regard to mat* 
ler of fact. 

. ,^^ I have been collecting all the infcnrmation wlridi the 
few surviving contemporaries of Dr Adam^s youth cot^ fur- 
nish. His father, John Adam, farmer in Laurencetoun, 
had a pretty numerous family of children, on aU of whom he 
^stowed a suitable education. Alexander, who was among 
the youngest, ]particularly discovered an early propensity 
for literary pursuits. Accordingly, as soon as he could tra- 
vel the distance^ he was sent to the parochial school of Raf- 
ford, where his industry as a scholar, (which was unremit- 
ted and indd^atigable) accompanied by a regular and obliging 
deportment, recommended bim very highly to the G(tmfidence 
, and &vour of his teacher. In a few years, his proficiency 
in classical knowledge was deemed so respectable, as to war- 
rant the propriety of trying his chance at the annual conir 
petition for bursaries in the university of Aberdeen. In this 
attempt, however^ I have to observe, with reluctance, that 
our deserving tyro proved unsuccessful^ Disappointed in 
his laudable views, he returned home to his friends ; and, 
aware that, without some adventitious aid, they were not in 
circumstances to defray the expence of his education ^t col- 
lege, and being averse to engage in agricultural employ- 
ments, he felt much dejected, and at ^a loss to determine in 
what manner he should best conduct his future careen 
While in this dilemma, his teacher, (Mr George Fiddes,^ 
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bestrfai; that his ^Ktotarite ]Ki)>it had tiltol U» dis^^uit* 
ment so deeply to hearty senft for htor, and gave hkir ev^^ry 
poffdble ^icourag^^tteM ta proaeente his studies, As ta^ ia- 
ducemeiit to thi^, he left Mr Adam in charge of his achodl 
for the winter sesision of 1756^7, wMle he fidMed an en**^ 
gig^enlent which- he had made to superintemi the studida of 
a yonni^ gentleman at the nniTersity, Soon after Ais^ b# 
set his mind on going to EdiiihiWgh, with a view to com^- 
nftence prrrate teacher ; and, bein^ reccmimend^ by sohiO' 
friends iii tbiar country to the psftronage of his relatbn, ibo 
late Rev. Mr Watson of Canongate, he proceeded to i}m 
mcitropolis. It is only neceiaary for me farther to observe, 
that Dr Adam'^s yonth se6in$ to have been n^ffkei^! by no 
vCTy promineirt or striking, b«t by every oonsbtent and be^ 
Goftiing feature thsit could adorn his character, or enhanca 
his merit. 

" Rafferd-mwise, 16ti» JtUy 1810.'» 



The fidbwing parts of an obituary written by one of Dr 
Adam^s earUesit pupils, and iftse^ed in various Newspapers, 
ought to be preserved. Such an eulogium is valuable, beeau^ 
it <:om#s from one who, during forty years, had every oppof- 
tuflity for becortirig intimate with the Rector. While re- 
flections are ^very dsiy cast upon hutnan nature, it 1^ pleadng 
to observe the undeniaMe supedortty of rectitude and con- 
sistency. The day has at length arrived^ when the ran- 
cour of politfcal prejudice is at least so far subdued^ th^t 4 
man can venture to aeknowled^ the merits of a deceased 
friend, though he wds at one time opposed to th(^ prin- 
ciples which his friend held dear. 

*^ Dr Adaih was no common character. Strongly im- 
pressed with the importance of his public duties;» the ambir 
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ti(Ni of fUfiUiag tiiem ia tke most miperm laaoner Vecanw 
h^ raMng passkm* The whole powei^g of hi» mod wero^ 
dedieaitod with UiM^oimttiBg ^xertkm to this fetourite par» 
suit, sOki the labours of a most laborious life devoted to its 
aittainraent. 

<< Mter the most ^dumated activitj, duruig the hours of 
teachdngf, to render his pupils good sdlohtfs^ «ad insjj^e^ 
them with the knowledge and admiration of Greek and Ro^ 
msok encellence, the reminder of his time was rigidlj de« 
voted to the |Nr^paration of works of great labour, whic^ i^ 
peared to him wanting for facilitating the achieyements of 
the yteth, and exeiting a relish for the study of tottery. 
And though ver j susc^tible of pleasure from the sooety of 
friends, ' and though the fi^igue of great exertions reared 
from him, as from other men, some interval of repose ; the 
former was ever considered as an indulgence which it be- 
came him to sacrifice, and the latter as a want which was to 
be abridged as much as nature would permit. In short, 
he had imbibed the principles and fervour of the ancients, 
whom he studied ; and a Stoic as to all personal indulgence, 
he was an enthusiast as to the importance of his underta- 
kings, and a zealot for their accomplishment. In this way, 
by the concentration and perseverance of bis efforts, he was 
able to produce works of first-rate utility and merit, and 
which, though neither distinguished by much originality of 
thought, nor refined by the nicer touches of discriminating 
taste, afford a lesson and an example to mankind what maj 
be achieved by resolution and well-directed industry. The 
|)rogress he had made in the preparation of a Latin dic- 
tionary, which he had designed to form the consummation 
of his labours, and the depository of the knowledge of Latii| 
which the indefatigable study of fifty years had conferred, 
suggests an ailditional and abundant source of r^et that 
(he intelligent public must experience from the loss of this 
valuable m^. 
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<< To iSs pnpils, howev^, and his frfendi, «id the kt-r 
ter character belonged to all the worthy among^ the former, 
that loss will be felt under much more interesting^ aspects^ 
His kindness, his humanity, his candour, his impartial jus^ 
tice, his warm applause of virtue and merit, his honest in- 
donation at meanness and vice, and the deep and para- 
mount interest he displayed for their improvement, endear- 
ed him for life to his scholars. And those persons wha 
knew more particularly his private worth, his zealous rec- 
titude, the steadiness of his attachments, and a liberality 
even to munificence on proper occasions, though, by halnt 
and principle, averse to all wasteful expence, will cherish 
his memory, as intimately allied with their most |deasing, 
virtuous^ and approved-of recollections.^ 



Since the foregoing parts of this appendix have been 
printed, the writer of this memoir has been indebted to the 
kindness of Dr Robert Anderson* for the perusal of several 
letters addressed by Dr Adam to the Earl of Buchan. From 
them it appears, that an extension of the beneficial practice 
of exciting emulation among the boys attending the High 
School, by conspicuous notice and rewards, was suggested 
by that public-spirited npbleman. The following note was 
written after his Lordship had paid a visit to the Rector's 

class: 

<^ Mr* Adam'^s respectful compliments to Lord Buchan. 
He does not now exactly recollect the very words he made 



* ThU ^B^lemui, so estioiable for. his social qualities, is well known a* 
Ihe authoor of '< Lives qf tke British Poets,** His eminent services per- 
formed for Scotish literature, apd his active benevolence to Scotish authoure, 
entitle him to the lasting^ gratitude of the British nation. A writer, vrho is 
not disfiosed to flatter, de^ciibes him as one *' to whom our national litera>« 
^ure is more indebted than to the collective body of Scotish nobiHty.** 

*|* FroQi this de^ipuition, it would seem that the Rector had not attam« 
ed the degree of LL.D. in 1782. The authour states, upon authority de-«. 
fhred from Dr Adun*s sodj that the diploma was dated ia 1780. 
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uie of in answer to t)i6 terj flalterfai; ilMvess of hid Xiord* 
«hip ; but bdieves tkey were to the following purpose : 
*Gratias tihi ^uam matimafi ag^nutf, vir nobilusime et oma- 
tissime, quod nos honore tanto affieere dignatus sis. I.«aii- 
dibus tuis incitati in bonis Uteris et utili doctrina, majorea 
usque progressus facere sumnia ope nitemun Honos enira 
alit artes, omnesque glorias stimulis ducimur. 
" St Patrick'! Street, F*b. 27. 1782." 



«« My Lord, 

<^ I had the honour to re€eive your Lordship^s favour 
of the 24th current. I am very sensible of the good effects 
o^ your visit to my class in February 1782, and have often 
wished that such visits were more frequently made by pub^ 
lie appointment. I return your Lordship many thanks for 
your obliging attention with respect to my dass. It is an 
additional proof of your Lordship^s zeal for the improve^ 
ment of youth, and, in consequence, for the good of your 
country. Such an institution as your Lordship proposes^ 
I am persuaded, might be productive of very beneficial con- 
sequences^ But there are certain circumstances I should 
wish to have an opportunity of communicating to your 
Lordship in conversation, before I mentioned it publickly. 
I should not chuse myself to determine the preference 
with respect to merit The truth is, it often happens that 
I cannot fix on any one individual a<? the most deserving^ 
This I should wish to be determined by your Lordship^ 
or some other persons by your appointment, after a ftiU 
examination of the boys in the different branches of edu- 
cation in which they are engaged ; and that I should be no 
farther concerned than to give a fair accornt of the beha-* 
viaur q£ those boys who should acquit themselves beat. I 
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can thinks m«Aernedndl of ietonMokf each « natter 
wilhotft gifuig offence, «r that would be » beneficial. I 
Unvky too, ^Mh a wit wmddilo better at^Kpie other tulS 
tfuiA at a genend examniatioD. 

" I am, with g^eat respect, 

<« My Lord, 

<^ Your Lordship^s most obedient 

*^ and very humble servant^ 

<^ Alex^ Adam. 

<* Eainburgb, 27«ii Joie 1795.** 
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Stevens, Mr.— His Birth, 7 — Education, 7— Early Piety, 
12, 51, 53, 59— Parity of Life, 10— Literary Pursuits, 
20, 27 — Attention to Business, 10, 19— Employment of 
Leisure Hours, 9, 19 — Friends, 11, 27> 28, 163 — Charities, 
33, 37, 41, 50-^Sentinients on the Uses and Acquisiti«B 
of a Fortune, 82 — Writings, 102 to 123 — Deep Theologfan, 
20, 2l-~Zealous Men^r of the Church ot EngJUwd, from 
Conyiction and Principle, 53, l99^-'Attendant on Weekly 
Prayers, 55— Constant Commnnicant, 54 — E9:emp]ary 
Charity in a Year of Scarcity (1800) 49-«-His own 
Journal of his Life for One Week, 74— Bishop Douglas's 
(of Salisbury) Testimony to his Theological Knowledge, 
21— His Sentiments of giving the Elements, in the Ad« 
ministration of the Lord's Supper to two Persons at a 
Time, 55 — Presentation to a Clerg3rman of a Small Senrice 
of Communion Plate, with appropriate Texts of Sacred 
Scripture, for administering the Holy Sacrament to the 
Sick, 94 — Appointed Treasurer of Queen Anne's Bounty, 
37— Will, 188— Death, 181— Interment, 185— Epitaph, 
185. 

Nobody.— An appellation, by which Mr. Stevens was known 
to his Friends, 11 7— His own description of himself under 
that name, I17 — ^Club, denominated iVb6*c//* Club, in- 
stituted in his honour, l64r^B%§ Works collected into a 
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Volume by himself, and iascribed Ovieyos Epyx, ll^*^ 
Members of Nobody's Club deceased^ mention of, l66y 
171. 

Scotch Episcopal Church. — Short Account and Present 
State of, 131 to id^RelieTedfrom Penal Statutes, 137-^- 
Bishop Home's (143) and Bishop Horsley's (139) Senti- 
ments concerning that Chnrch — Fund set on foot towards 
making an Addition to the Incomes of the Bishops and 
Clergy (14g) and for the Relief of their Widows and Or* 
phans, 141 — Committee in London for co-operating with 
the Managers of the Funds in Scotland, i51— Mr. Stevens's 
Contributions in Aid of those Funds, 141, 151. 

Bebbam Socistt. — An Ideal Institntion, so called, some 
mention of, 43, 47^ 49- 

Society for Reformation of Principles.— Formed by Mr. 
Stevens and his Friends, 155* 

MooRE, Dr. late Archbishop of Canterbury.— •Amiable Trait 
of his Character, 15S* 

HoRNE, late Bishop of Norwich.— -His Sermon on ^^ the 
^^ Beloved Disciple,^* (51) and his other Writings (127) 
recommended. 

Hutchinson, John. — Some Account of the Writings of that 
Extraordinary Man^ 22 to 27. 



The Reader is requested to correct the following Erraia^ 

Tit.— 

Page 78, line 14, for party quarrel read party quarr^. 
101, ... . 1 , for Mr. Calverby read Mr, Calverley. 
135, .... 19rfor/#Nr read tkrety and dele comma after Abemethy. 
136j .... SO, for four read three. 
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Altuoucfh it is to the Author a source of the 
purest and most unmixed pleasure^ to be required 
to give some account of his departed friend/ the 
subject of this Memmr; yet he should have been 
faappy^ as vreU Aht the sake of those^ into whose 
hands this tribute of affection may fidl^ as that 
■lore ample justice might have been done to the 
character of the excellent rnaii^ whose life is about 
to be recorded^ that some other person^ whose avo-> 
cations are not so pressing and laborious as those 
of the writer^ had > undertaken the task. But 
havings in the moment of his unexpected deaths 
written a hasty i^etch al his character in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for Feb. 1807^ none cff 
Mr. Stevens's numerous friends would afterwards 
take out of the Author's hands a work^ which 
they were pleased to think was thus appropriated 

B 
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to him. The labour is therefore cheerfully un- 
dertaken^ and if in performing it^ the writer 
can come up to his oavn idcfus of the impor- 
tant uses to be derived to society from the close 
contemplation of such a character^ he is sensible 
that he shall discharge a very essential duty to the 
Christian world ; and he knows assuredly^ that^ in 
subk a deep consideration of it^ he shall greatly im- 
prove himself. He is however aware^ that he has 
not to entertain the reader vnth the life of a man^ 
filling a distinguished station in the Senate^ or in the 
coumdls of his Sovereign ; d oiie gloriously figbt- 
tog Im country '» bat4le»; of great eminence at the 
bir; OT eel^lnrat^ in the .pulpit m an efaxjueat 
idivitie. HewasiadeQd none of these; but y^ he 
waii imattf the most excdlent of oion, and thevefinre 
it has been deemed advisable to eommunictte^lo ikt 
H^rld some of tji^ pafisagp$ of hia^lifew. Beii^ coa- 
viaC(9d that! actions, which o^in^ a great timm . of 
worldly i^pkuse^ are tiQialwaj^ mm Aem^rvmgxi 
praise; and that siKk a Chriirtiaii^ aA is hew tt^^ 
dfOicribed^ is in reality a character moati impdrttet 
to beheld up to universal adminatkiti, it his beah 
thought that a Memok of Mr. Stevetis wm wdl 
worthy of pubKe attention . It is ittdeed^impAsaible 
for any man^to deay, the deli^ aod pleiiMire he 
hai^derived from the perusal of the lives of men^ 
who have gained inmortal gloiy to ^tmsdves^ who 
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have savdi tkeir country by tiieir valour^ adorned 
ks ccttncils by thek wisdom^ or captiiraited Saiatai 
by dieir elequence and learning. When biogra* 
pliy is employed^ in recording the lires of rach 
men, ddi^fiil as Ibt gtudy is, stM its trtility, by 
way of example, is chiefly Mt by those who are to 
M the wme'widks ttf Kfe, as Ihose illustrious per- 
sons trod beftire than. Bui it is of inesthnable 
benefit to tdl waivkf nd to know by actual fiicts, that 
af)fe<^cheerftil piety and purity, ef temperaAca 
and humiHty, bemg^at which all Mgbt to imiMrte^ 
a that to which all may attain. Tl^ writer tb^^* 
f&te agrees with Dr. Johnson, ^'Aat them has 
'^ rarely fMsei a li6d cf which a jadicknn and 
^^IkittKful nanAt^ would not be us^:'' and be 
is also of opinion, tiusft the private lives of some 
peindons, sudi as Mr. Stevens was> belong, in a nian^- 
ner, to ptMMerity for instrttctidn and etattiple. The 
fkult of biography, in gten^rd, is> that it h not 
siMitlendy minute ! ibr instance, we find it record- 
ed that the person whose life is vMtten, attained to 
e^toenence; butitisfieldom pmnted out by wfa&t 
Means, by what previous preparation, by w4iat 
course cf study, by what exertions of time, 6f 
ttiMight, ^ tdeAts, or by the e^&rcise of what vir- 
tues, su<^h heightb of e&adlenc^ was attained. 
One view, therefore, which the Author has in 

submitting this ritetcbof the life of Mr. Stevens to 

B3 
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the worid is to prove^ and particularly to the yottn^> 
how much every man has it in his power^ even un- 
der very discouraging circnmstancesj, by diligence, 
fidelity^ and attention, to advance himsdf, not only 
in worldly prosperity, bat in learning and wisdom, 
in purity of life, smd in moral and religious know- 
ledge. He wisti^ also to ccmvince mankind, by 
the lustre -of the bright example here held out to 
them, that a Me of the strictest pi^ and devotion 
to God, and of the warmest and most extensive be- 
nevolence to our fellow men, is strictly compadUe 
with the utmoA cheerfulness of dicqposttion, vrith 
all ratkxial pleasures, and with aU the gaiety, 
which young persons naturally feel: bvit of whom 
many are deterred from the pursuits oi piety and 
goodness, because they have been fdUel^ taught 
that a life of virtue is^not consistent with cheerfid- 
i^sB^ and that the purtsiuts of religion are gloomy 
and enthusiastic. It is said by a learned wrtor, 
^^ that a good God, and a good conscience, and tiie 
^^ consciousness of being at peace with both, fur- 
'^ nish a perpetual feast, and that it well becomes a 
'^ wise man to be merry at it.''^ In no man wi^ 
tibis truth more fully exemplified than in the sub- 
ject c^ the f(Aowing Memoir, whose uniform and 
habitual cheerfulness, whose lively but inoflfenrnve 

* Bennetts Sicred OntcMy. 
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Vfk, made the young and the gay ddigfat in his 
society to the last week of his life ; because his 
whole life and conversation proved that m him tfhe 
lodundefiled rdigion^ undebased by superstition^ 
on the one hand^ or fenaticism on the other^ had 
had her perfect yrork. 

From the perusal of this Memoir dso^ it will be 
kamt that this just^ this excellent man^ was so far 
from being puffisd up with his own merits^ or feeKng 
any of those inward experiences or assurances, to 
which some enthusiasts pretend^ that the whole 
tenor of his life will fully establish this truths how 
humbly at all times he walked with his God: and 
that> although he had the follest reliance upon the 
merits of his Saviour^ still the fete of the unprofitable 
servant begot the strongest apprehensions^ even in 
his ri^tiy constituted mind. Whatever enthu- 
siasts may boast^ or fmnatidcB dare to express^ the 
gteat and good Ihr. Home^ Bishop of Norwich^ is 
a more sure and safe guide for u» to fi^ow upon 
this sul^ect^ a su^ect most interesting t^ aU man- 
kind : '' the inddent man/' says that great prelate^ 
'^ who is witiiout apprehensions as to the close of 
'^ life^ has never yet considered the subject^ as he 
*' ought. For one parson^ vdio fear» death too 
^^ much^ there are a thousand who do not fear (t 
^^ enough^ nor have thought in earnest about it.'* 
That the Bishop's excellent cousin^ Mr. Stevens^ did 
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think of it m the mannet in which Dr. Htrne coti* 
ceive» every itne Christian oagH, is apparent firom 
a letter now lyinfp b^re me^ written by him to a 
t&dy^ who had been hta constant corfespondenA 
^ibave thirty years^ about five wedcabeforehis deadi. 
^^ As for your having been oven/dbelmed with tiw 
'' ffars of deaths it eoald not be att your own ac- 
'' county but fof the sdke of others. The love of 
'' life is natural^ and I hope the fear of death not 
'^ sinful : |pr tf it is^ I am in a woeful cmidition. i 
'' am haunted with it night and day^ and though i 
'^ have no comfort now in life^ the approacAi of 
^^ (jbeath appals ise. I experience daily the kind* 
'' ness 9mA attention of fiieods^ and have to lament^ 
^^ which I uneeasingly do> hew unwovthy I am ctf 
''thepi." 

None Imt the enthusiast, who gtories in eeM- 
ri^teoumess^ will cemAtmm tliese feetings ; for 
every C^tetian knows^ that fo enttuite tohinmdf Ae 
Uessings of Heanen^ his repentance xnight to be 
sinoere^ Im fulih stedfest^ and his i^srity fervent ; 
BioA he km&m and feck^ Omk tiU the krt moment of 
Kfe> while dogged wrdi hun^n infirmity, die exer- 
cise of these virtues requires constant exertion on 
the part of man^ contimNd supplier of assistance 
from above. 
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WILUAM STEVENS was born in the pariah 
of $t Savi<mr% Southwark^ on the second day of 
Mwch^ in the year 173S. Hig father was a trades*^ 
man> residing in that parish^ and certainly much 
inferior in statioii to the mother of Mr. Steventi 
who was the siatei* of (lie Rev. Samvd Honie^ Rec» 
torof Otlnm^ n^ar Maidstone^ in the county of 
Kent^ and aunt of the amiaUe^ ^kms, and exem- 
plary Dr. George Horne^ afterwards Lord Biabop of 
Norwich. The fitther of Mr. Stevens died when 
he and a sister^ the only issue of the marriag)^ were 
in&nts : and the loss of a &lher^ which^ generally 
^peaking, is the greatest earthly misfortune tb»t can 
happen.to a child^ probaUy laid the founctotion of 
that intimacy between the two cousins^ . Dr. Home 
and Mr. Stevens^ which led to the most beneficial 
c^isequences in their fitture lives. For after the 
deatliof har husband^ Mrs. Stevens removed with 
her diildren to Maidatone, in order to be near her 
brother's fiimily. Nesurly of the aame age> Mf. 
Stevens not being quite a year and a hatf yoanger 
than his cousin^ George Home, they palsed their 
early yeans at the same school^ at Maidrtonej under 
the Rev. Deodatus Bye^ a gentleman refmrted to 
have been of good principles^ and well learned in 
Latin, Greeks and Hebrew, and there formed that 
fitroiig attachment, which probably arose from a 
congeniality of temper and disposition, which ever 
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afterwards distinguished them^ and which led to 
the same studies^ though the walk of life^ in wfaicfa 
these emineirt persons moved^ was so extremely 
different. In Mr. Jones's Life of Bishop Homey it 
is rdated of Mr. Stevens^ though his name be not 
mentioned^ that Mr. Bye had said^ that WflliaiB 
Stevens nerer did any thing which he wished him 
not to have done. When the lad was told of this^ 
he hmiestly observed upon it, that he had done 
many things which his ma^er never heard of. 
This is a procrf* at once of the eariy rqKNrt of Mr. 
Stevens's good character^ from those who ware 
c(Nnpeteiit to make it ; and of his integrity and 
archness, qaalities which never forsode him. What 
attention he p^d to his studies, or what his profi- 
ciency was at school, I am not able chsthictly to re* 
late : but from the anecdote I have just maitioned, 
I think it may fairly be inferred, that his attammento 
fw his age were perfectly satis&ctory to his master. 
When he was little mofe than fifteen, Grooi^ 
Home was sent to University Cdlege, Oxford, to 
prepare lumself for entering into hdy orders in that 
church, which he afterwards so £aithfiilly served 
by his matchless writings, and adorned by his exem* 
plary life : and Mr. Stevens was at the same period, 
being only ^ fiMirteen, namely, in August, 1746, 
placed out as an apprentice vnih Mr. Hookhun, 
No. 68, Old Broad-street, (in wbidi houses finom 
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that time fcnrth^ he lived and died) an ettiinent 
wholesale hosier, and a most respectable man. 
Here it would naturally be thonght, that separated 
in situation^ from bis excdlent cousm^ and having 
so few things in common^ their'minds would natu- 
rally be estranged from each other. But the fiict 
was quite otherwise ; for tfie congeniality of their 
s^itiments and opinions induced them to keep up 
a constant correspon^nce. Mr. Home informed 
his friend of the studies in wfai<^ he was engaged ; 
and Mr. Stevens spent all his leUure time in the 
acquisition^ by his own labour and industry, of 
those stores, which his rdation, the academician, 
was amassing undcar bett^ auspices, and wUh the 
fruits of whidi heaft^n^ards enriched the Christian 
world. By such means, Mr. Stevens acquired, as 
is well known to the writer of this account, and to 
many others now living, not only an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the French language, but also at* 
tained to a considerable knowledge of Latin, Gredc, 
and Hebrew literature: luid became one of the pro* 
foundest thedogians of his time. Of the rapi- 
dity with which he ac^ired a knowledge of lan- 
guages, I have the proof under his own hand ; for 
in a letter to ayoui^ friend then at Oxford, now a 
barrister, dated Feb. 1789, he says, '' It is some 
^' tine ago since I learnt French, abovt forty years/' 
(this carries us bade to the year 1749^ when Mr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 MSttOOSOF 

StoveMi was only seventeen^ and an apprentice to 
Mr. HoG^raa) '^ andlcemeikiberitwafton thesaow 
^^ terais yon are to pay ; so that aitidie of expense 
^^ 10 mat rben in propmtion to nuany others. The 
'^ master Attended me for one tweWe montli^ tivee 
^^ days in the woek^ an hour each time^ whkii was 
'^ all the instruction I had from him/' I have said 
^t Mr. S^ens only employed his leimre hours 
in tbeae. pursuits; and in Uie attainment of all Ak 
kuowjedge. I repeat (he assertion for the benefit 
of the. rising genare^on ; for the fstd is so^ how^* 
ever improbaUe and strange it may appear to the 
in^lent and skithfid; whose sole employment tu 
theperiod^if youthiato/riUfe'me^astheyca&it^by 
lUerally doing nothing : or by domg what is wone 
than nothings indulging in criminal pleasores, 
which destroy and rain the eanstitntion botfa^ of 
body and mind» But so did not (he excelient per- 
son^ whose life we are now recordings ^«id< his 
youth and stfength : for £r(Mn his eeriiest years he 
wasj what he continued during fak long Kfe tobe> 
an. example of the strictest purity of life mtA so<* 
bffiety of nianners> patknt industey and atlen^ 
tion to business^ and of incorruptible tntegHly. 
TfasA his «tudies> and ikm pursuits of his fkmurite 
wfajects^ literature and thedogy, did not abate any 
part of the due attrition he felt faimsdf bound to 
pay to his master's business^ is best profed by that 
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fl^rier's ccnduGt ; for hk apprenticeship expired 
in n&3, and Mr. Hookham continued him tov 
tHseWe monUis in his employ at an assirtant ; and 
the nextyear^ 1764, when he yfs^ only*twenty-two 
yoars oi age^ rewsuraled his fidelity^ and his upright 
co&dttct, by giving km a share of his business, 
and Gonstittttkig him a partnar. 

Soon aft^thb most advantageous change in hit 
w<»r}dfc^ drcunwtmices had taken plaee^ it appears 
that the constant attention pmd by^ him to the im- 
mediate duties of his station, and his laborious 
studies, oTerpowered his heidth ; for I have heard 
him freqaently state, that his friends dreaded his 
fiEdling' into a decline. Accwdingly we find that 
be was adtised to go to Bristol Hot WdSs, where 
he put himself under the care of Dr. Randolph, a 
Tory e<hinent {^ysician, uncle to the present 
Bishop of London, and fittther of the Rer. Dr. 
Francis Randolph, of Bath, and of Mrs. Gunning, 
the lady of the Rev. Dr. Gunning, of Famborough, 
near Bath. I mention these persons more parti- 
culttffy, because the acquaintance thus commenced 
with Dr. Randolph, as the able physician, not- 
withstanding ^e disparity of years, grew up into 
a sincere aad deep roc^d friendship, which only 
eeasedupbn the death of the latter. Their opi- 
nions were simifor, and the Doctor, though much 
engaged in the exercise of Ms very honourable 
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profession^ was reckoned a deep and learned sdia-' 
lar and divine^ a character which his young patient 
was no less desirous of attaining^ and which he 
afterwards lived to attain. Dr. Randolph died in- 
the year 1765 ; but Mr. Stevens appears to have 
transferred all the affectionate friendship he enter- 
tained for the father to the son^ Dr. Frauds Ran- 
dolph^ and to his <toughter^ Mrs. Gunnings in the 
hcMise of which most amiable woman he qpent a 
^reat part of many of the latta samm^ps of hi» 
life. 

That Mr. Stevens was earty tinctured with the 
deepest convictions of religion; and that it form- 
ed the consolation of his Mfe in the very precarious 
^te of healthy under which he was then labouring^ 
appears from the following letter written from 
Bristol to a young friends who appefurs-to have 
ev^i then profited by hk instructions and example. 

The letter is dated the 31st August, 1756, from 
Bristol Hot Wells. 

^' I thank you for sending a letter to my tenant : 
^' you did not forget to urge him to see the work 
'' was well done. I hope it will please my hea- 
'' venly landlord likewise thoroug^y to repair this 
'^ poor ruinous clay cottage of mine, that I may live 
'' snug and comfortable: or if it is his good pleasure. 
[' to pull it down to the ground, that he will raise 
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^^ me up a building of more durable materials^ 
*' wliich shall not decay by time, but last for ever. 
" Thou^ the present building, notwithstanding il 
*^ seems weak and crazy, may (in the opinion of the 
*' workman, who has surveyed it, one Randolph) 
^^ stand many years, there being no apparent 
'^ danger at present of its falling; what a windy 
^' ni^t or a bard rain might do, one cannot say : 
^' to be sure a house out of repair is sooner blown 
^' down than one dtat is tight and whole. In short 
^' I cannot be more particular about myself than 
^^ that I akH much the same upon the whole ; and 
^^ whether I shall get the better of my disorder is 
*^ quite uncertain : but the Doctor does not appre- 
^^ hend cf^ny danger y as the phrase is. I wish, my 
'' dear friend, I was as able to comply with one 
'' part of your request as the other; and had it m 
*^ my power to afford you instrtiction and comfort, 
*' as well as to write to you by the first post. If I 
*^ have been any way msUnmentel to your good I 
'' thank God for it : and by the weakness of the 
'' means is his strength made perfect. To him 
^^ be all the glory ! for what am I ? a worm, and 
^^ no man. Of this truth I am more and more 
^* convinced every day. You need not desire me to 
^^ excuse your faults : I see too many in myself to 
^^ be severe on others. Besides, the honesty of 
^^ your confession would be a sufficient cover for 
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'' afl other defects. Give my best respects to Mf ; 
^' Hookham; and as the prayers of the rtghteaus 
^' man (one nwde righteous) availeth mncfa^ let 
'' me have yours fw God's blessing <m t)ie means 
** used for my recovery ; that be may give me 
'^ pi^ience under my snff^ngs^ and a happy issue 
^' out of aU my i^icUons> for Oirist's sake. 

'' I am, Ac/' 

It is quite aq^parent from tUs letter, thiH; this 
iNMSeUtet youth had fAready begun, both by pfre^ 
ee|^ and eaimiple, to aUiire oth^ youiig men into 
those paths, from having ifaH^ iii which be was 
himself deriviitg cMnfort tmd cons(4atiQipity><*^hpse 
trying hours of sicknesi, which tefit it ^ubtfal 
wbetlMr his then flatledng prospects of worldly 
{Nrospi^Ujr might ottot dose in immatwe disath. It 
pkased Godj however, to cHrd^r otherwise; and 
fhis his fiuthful servamt was ordained to eontinue 
to be a burning andsUning light to afl^ wbo had 
the happmesA of coming within his e^hei^, to a 
ripe old age* Mis Kfe Yim spared ; and his pious 
seaitimenis and eomrtantt resignaticm to the will of 
God vT^ane now become the governing princii^ of 
ia» conduct : alid what lie had tbus,le*mt himself, 
he endeavoured to teach and to impress upoa 
others* 1 hdve ai]^ea% said, that Dr. Randolph, 
the physieiany died ia n6d> and soon after his 
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death Mr. Stevens wrote the foUowing ktter to 
hb widow. 

''bthMarelh 1765. 

'' Knowing my own iBability to afford you 
'' any comfort in your affliction for the kmof Ihe 
^' best of husbands^ I dedined writing to you on 
^^ the mdanchdy subjeot^ lest I should ordy in- 
'^ crease yowr sorrow : for indeedlwas tdoerasi- 
'^ Uy i^Rected myself^ in betog daprii«d of so good 
*' a friend to be able to spMk cDnrfoM to* otlu^^ 
^^ and httd mj^self need of a cM^Mrtor. Baft I 
^' trost it faaa pleased the FaihAr of Mercies* m to 
'^ comfiNPt you in yovf ttribuklioa^ that yoa are 
'^ inow rcteoncfledin some degree to thepartmg for 
*' a iseason, in hcpes of again meeting to part 'no 
^^ nMre for ever; and ate disposed to comider 
^Vmy ttear friend's, gain ihote than yonr^own toss. 
'' We lore etboded liot t6.s6rrow fiir tliem that 
*' areadec|]f> as those wUcfa Uave no hope : nsoani 
^^ we may fer our friends dqparted: but our 
^' nmnming must be as become Christitoa^ not 
*' hopdess ; for if we bdtierre that Jesus died and 
'^ rose i^aiD^ even so them abe wfaick sleep in 
* ^ Jeswy wifi Gk>d brkg with Um^ when we likewise 
^^ shall be rau^t up to meet the Lord in the ^it, 
^fkdid so with ttem shall ever be with the Lord. 
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" ' Wherefore/ says the Apostle, 'comfort one ano- 
'^ ther with these words ;' and comfortable wcnrds 
''they are indeed. Nature suggests that our 
" friend is dead, and we shall behold him no more 
" in the land of the living: but fiuth assures us^ 
" he is not dead but sleepeth; and we know, if 
" he deep, he shall do well, he will wake again 
" to health and joy in a better life, when all tears 
" shall be wiped away from all eyes ; and we may 
" be refr'eshed with his company, without danger 
" of separation any more. Such consolation does 
" this Scripture afford us : c^id if we are not too 
" selfish in our affections, we may be further com^ 
." fwted by considering, that th<Mi^ we for the 
" present are losers, yd; he whose abBence we 
" lament is infinitely the gainer ; and it is no 
" small satisfiiction to think that those wh(Nn we 
" love are happy. ' Blessed are the dead tibat die 
"in the Lord,' saith the Spirit; 'fcnrtheyitstfirom 
" their labours.' And well might lie, whom we 
" dq>lore, take up the wcnrds of the Aportle, and 
" say, ^ U)metodiei8 gain ;* for like our bkssed 
" Lord, in whose steps he trod, he was a man of 
"sorrows, and acquainted with grief; he drank 
" deep oi that cup of affliction, whidi is more or 
" less the k>t of us all : but now has exchanged a 
'' life of labour and sorrow for a state <^ peace and 
" rest. As it behoved the master, so did it the 
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^^ discipk; through sufifering^ to enter into glwy. 
*' And whilst our hearts are ttoubled^ methinks I 
"^ hear him addressing us in the words of Christ to 
^rthc disciples^ when they were sorrowful^ that he 
^^ was going toleare them: Mfye loved me, ye 
^^ would rejoice ;' then let us not rq>iae that he 
*' is now numbered among the children of God, 
^' and that his lot is among the saints ; but let us 
^' rather endeavour that our afflictions may hare 
*^ the intended effect, weaning our hearts from the 
^' world, and fixing them upon God, who can 
^ abundantly supply all cmr deficiencies, and has 
'^ promised never to leave us nor forsake tis, ifwt 
^^ mil put out trust in Mm. I doubt not, dear 
*' Madam, that you have with thankfulness esi- 
'^ perienced, and do every day admowledge, that 
^' God in Christ is to you, instead of a fictther, 
^' husband, brother, friend : and it is my earnest 
'^ prayer that his comforts may abound in you 
'' mare and more. I am of very little use in life ; 
f ' hot if it is in my powier to render you any ser- 
^^ vice, no one will do it more cheerfully, and you 
'' may freely command • 

^' Your affectionate friend/' 

It is impossible to conceive any letter written 
upon sudi a subject, frill of more genuine pathos, 
.and of &e best arguments fpr consolation to the 

C 
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afflicted^ with a ready application of the best texts 
of Scripture to such an occasion. How highly 
too is our admiration necessarily raised^ when this 
letter is known to be the production of a young 
layman of thirty-three^ and that layman a tradesman^ 
whose general employment was so uncongenial to 
studies calculated to produce a letter of this nature^ 
so full of Christian consolation to the afflicted lady 
to whom it was addressed. But having shewn that, 
from his earliest youths his mind was deeply im- 
pressed with pure and unaffected feelings of devo- 
tion^ undebased by gloom or fanaticism^ I proceed 
Co shew by a letter from Mr. Stevens to tiie 
^ughter of Mrs. Randolph, that he was at the same 
time full of vivacity and playfulness. It seems 
he had been commissioned by the young krdy to 
buy a share of a lottery ticket, and he thus gives 
an account how he had executed his commission. 

''6ihNov. 1753. 
'' I have been particularly careful to execute 
'^ your commands, and herewith you receive, aU 
^' one as it were, a draft upon my banker for 
^'£10,000; the damage, as w^ say, is £3 Ss. 
" and it is hardly to be expected but it wiU be £3 8s. 
''damage; for this Tottery, like Ben Janson's 
'' alchem/8ty with a promise of increasing the sum, 
'^ annihilates the whole. However, I wirfi you all 
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^^ sBccess ; and as your gold is now converted to 
^' paper, I wish you may meet with that phihso- . 
'' pher"8 stone, that shall again trammute the 
'^ ptg^er to gold. This is an excessive bad lottery^ 
'^ and a man need have great interest with the 
'' Commissioners to get a prize ; for you know 
'' there are eleven blanks to a prize : but if for 
^^ three or four pounds one coi^d come to any 
'^ degree of certai^, as to the £10,000, 1 should 
^^ be tempted to have a ticket myself ; else I can- 
'' not afford it/' 

Mr. Stevens, after this, continued to pursue his 
business with his usual activity for many years, 
with little alteration as to the circumstances of it. 
When Mr, Hookham died, his nephew, Mr. Pater- 
son, succee^d, with whom, and Mr. Watlington, 
Mr. Stevens continued to conduct the business, 
as chief partner, till 1801, when he relinquished 
a great part of (he profits, in order to be relieved 
from the drudgery of business, and to dedicate more 
of his time to the society of friends that he loved, 
and to those studies in which he delighted. About 
two years before his death he gave up the whole 
concern to Mr. Paterson, with whom, however, he 
continued to board till his death. His leisure 
hours, daring the whole of his time, he dedicated to 
study, to intercourse with learned men, to the most 
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tioble and disinterested acts of beneficaK^ and' 
charity^ and to continued and regular devotion. 
Of his studies X have already given some account^ as 
far as his knowledge df languages was concerned ; 
and I have said^ but I proceed to prove^ that he was 
a deep theologian. He was well read in tibe 
writings of the fethars of the church of tiie tfnree 
first centuries^ generally called Ae Aportdic 
Fathers : he had twice read through Dr. Thomas 
Jadkson's Body of EHvinity^ in three lai^ folios ; 
a divine, for whose writings Bishop Home always 
expressed the highest respect, and which he has 
fr^uently res(»rted to> both as authority and ex- 
ample, in his own matchless writings. Thewwks 
of Bishops Andrewes^ Jaremy Taylor, and Dean 
Hidkes, tfafose £adbars of our diurdi, those masters 
in the great art of hdy living, those giants in reli- 
^oua knowledge, as our most excellent sovereign 
has ju3tly called them,^ were quite &miliar to Mr. 
Stevi^n^a^ : and there was hardly a writer of modern 
days, at all celebrated for orthodox (pinions, 

* The king, ivbo was extvemely wdl read on all iheac 
subjects, one day conyersiog with a young diTUiet asked 
if he was acquainted with the writings of Andrewes, Taylor, 
Hickes^ and other divines of that age; the young man 
answered, he had employed himself in reading the divines 
of more modern times : his Majesty smartly answered, ^^ titete 
^^ were giants in those days." 
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soundness of principle^ or purity of conduct^ who 
was unknown to him. In history^ particularly 
that of our own ccMintry^ he was extremely well in- 
formed; and as the society in which he mingled^ 
led him to hear much of literary controversy^ and 
of the productions of the press, so he was not an 
inattentive hearer ; but both profited by the dis* 
course^ and generally applied himself diligently to 
read the publications which had been the sulgect 
of discussion. Of the opinion which was enter* 
tained of him as a theologian^ I cannot give a better 
proof than that declared by the very learned 
Dr. Douglas^ late Bishop of Salisbury. When 
tiiis learned prelate preached before the society 
for propagating the gospel in foreign parts^ a meet- 
ing which Mr. Stevens constantly attended^ and of 
which, in his later years, be was one of the auditors, 
when the other Bishops were thanking his Lordship 
for his discourse, Mr. Stevens humbly, but politely, 
offered his tribute of thanks ; the Bishop expressed 
himself- much gratified, and turning to the other 
prelates, said, '^Here is a man, who, though 
'^ not a Bishop, yet would have been thought 
'^ worthy of that character in the first and purest 
*' ages of the Christian Church.'* And upon a 
similar occasion Bishop Horsley, who was not 
given to flattery^ said, '' Mr. Stevens, a compli- 
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" ment firom you upon such a subject is of no ift-* 
*' considerable value/' 

In speaking of Mr. Stevens's studies and leam^ 
ing^ I ought not^ as a feithful biographer^ to pass 
over in silence^ that he was a great admirer of the 
works of Mr. John Hutchinson : so were his dear 
friends^ Bishop Home^ and the no less eminent^ 
Mr. Jones^ of Nayland, a name ever to be men- 
tioned with the deepest respect by every true son 
of the Church of England. 

The first considerable writer upon the opinions 
which Hutchinson promulgated was the Right 
Hon. Duncan Forbes, Lord President of the Court 
of Session in Scotland ; and it appears^ that when 
Bishop Home was at College^ he himself^ and a vast 
number of young men, his friends, and who after- 
wards filled very distinguished stations in life, had 
adopted these opinions : and there can be no doubt, 
from the correspondence which has been men- 
tioned to have been constandy kept up between 
these near rdations, that Mr. Stevens received 
from George Home his first hints upon this sub- 
ject, which he afterwards improved by a deep and 
attentive perusal of the original author, an under- 
taking which his intimate knowledge of the Hebrew 
language greatly facilitated. Mr. Stevens made 
the study of these works his delight ; and certainly 
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he was blessed with that right disposition of mind^ 
that he never delighted in any things even as a sub- 
ject of study, but what he believed to be just and 
correct. The author of this sketch is not compe- 
tent to enter upon this subject, not having had 
time to investigate it so fully as becomes one who 
wishes to convey instruction, to others : but those 
who wish for more information, without the trouble 
of perusing the twelve large volumes of Hutchin^ 
son himself, which, however important the matter, 
are not very interesting in the beauties and graces 
of style, may r^eive it, by consulting the small 
work of Lord President Forbes, above alluded to; 
Mr. Skjblner's Ecclesiastical History of Scotland, 
Vol.ii. p. 673, letter 59; Mr. Jones's Life of 
Bifidbop Home, particularly the preface to the 
second edition, written purposely to explain the 
Hv^hinsonian Doctrine; Bishop Skinner's Life 
erf his Father; and lastly, Mr. Stevens's own 
Sketch of the Life of Mr. Jones, prefixed to that 
gentleman's works. Without presuming to form 
any opinion upon Uie subject, 1 think it right, 
having referred the reader to writers who have 
written expressly upon the point, to give, in justice 
to my friend, Mr. Stevens's own sentiments upon 
the merits of Hutchinson. '' The Bishop of 
^' Lincdn (Df . Pretyman Tomline) in his useful 
'' work, called the Elements ef Christian Theology, 
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'^ quotes with approbation a long passage fronr 
^^ Mr. Maurice's Dissertation on the Orieniaf 
^' Trinities, and observes^ that every friend to true 
*' religion will consider himself as indebted to bi» 
^ laborious researches^ (which undoubtedly he 
'' must) while every admirer of an animated and 
^^ el^ant style will read his works with peculiar 
'' satis&ctiiHi. What a pity (says Mr. Stevens) 
^^ that his Lorcbhip never fell in with the writings 
'^ of Mr. Hutchinson ! Pleased as he is vnfli Mr, 
'^ Maurice^ he must have rejoiced ' in an oppor*' 
'' tunity of recommending^ in the most earnest 
^^ manner^ the works of that author also^ (for matter^ 
^' though not for style) to (he attention of all those 
^^ who are desirous (^ seeing strong additional light 
^' thrown upon some of the most important doc'* 
^^ trines of the Holy Scriptures. He would there 
*' have seen not less clearly evinced than by Mr. 
^' Maurice^ that the Doctrine of the Trinity, so far 
^^from owing its origin to the {diHosophers of 
^1 Greece, as infidels and sceptics assert, was the 
^* doctrine revealed to man ; — that, from the begin- 
'' ning, all true believers worshipped one Qod in 
^' Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neither confcmnd* 
'^ ing the persons, nor dividing the substance.' 
'' He would there have seen what Mr. Jones so 
'^ fully demonstrates in the tract; ^to whidi Mr. 
'' Stevens aHiuies) that the kind of Trinity adinow- 
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"^ ledged by the pagan natioiis of antiquity^ the 
'^ heathens^ who knew not God, was not, coold 
'^ not be, a ' Trinity in the divine nature,' the 
'' sacred Ttinity, Jehwah EhfUm, the God they 
'' dki not like to retain in their knowledge, but a 
'' physiciU Trinity, that which by nature is not 
'^ God. He would have seen, that the works of 
'^ heathen antiquity, and classical literature, are 
'^ rendered abundantly more interesting and useful 
'' from the view which Mr. Hutchinson has given 
^^ oi the doctrines and rites of heathen idolatry, 
'^ which he has traced backwards into the most re- 
'' mote antiquity. The New Testament tells us of 
^^ the heathens in general, that they worshipped 
'' the creature. Accordingly Mr. Hutchinson 
^^ hath shewn, that the most ancient names of the 
^^ gods of the Gentiles denote some or other of the 
^^ powers c^ the natural creatimi, either the sun, or 
'^ the moon, the air, ire, &c. that the attributes of 
" these were the attributes of their deities ; and the 
'^ rites and ceremonies performed in their wcnn^ip 
'' were emblematic of their operations. He luith 
'^ diewn that, as the whole ritual and ceremonies 
^' of sacrificature amongst tbe heathens were not 
^^ firmn natore, but from the perversicm of sacred 
^^ traction, so their image worship was from the 
^^ same original, having been derived from the 
^^ symbolical capacity and use of the cherubic 
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^' figures^ first set up at the east of Eden^ and 
^^ afterwards in the tabernacle and temple : that 
^^ from what is said in the prophets^ and in the kw^ 
''and in the New Testament^ it is sufficiently 
^' f^&ar, that the animals in timt mystical figure 
'' had relation to the divine persons in the godhead^ 
'^ and to the elementary powers of nature^ on ii«4iich 
'* -account the heathens^ in their worship of nature^ 
'^ retained it^ and added \o it in many ways^ some 
'^ of them monstrously profitne and absurd. By 
'' conridering what species of animals were diiefly 
'' used in image worship by the heathens^ with 
'^ the sense and meaning of them^ and then com- 
^' paring what was there founds after the manner 
'^ of Mr* Hutchinson^ with what the Scripture hath 
^' ddivered concerning the cherubim^ his Lordship 
'' would see such a scene of divinity^ philosophy^ 
'^ and heathai mytholc^^ opened before him^, as 
'^ could ncft fiul to captivate his understandings 
^' and perhaps induce him to say^ as Mr. Jones was 
'' wont tosay> that ' he would not fw the worid 
'' but have met with Mr. Hutchinson's woriis.' " 
Sudi is the summary of Hutchinscmianism as ap- 
plied to theology ; and though not presuming to 
decide upon its merits, yet, as in supporting those 
opinions^ there seems to be nothing hostile to the 
soundest principles^ the utmost piety to God^ iuid 
good will to nmnkind^ they ought never to have 
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raided as they did^ in the minds of some men^ such 
hoi^ility and inyeteracy against the supporters of 
Hutchinson. In shorty though no good man will 
impUcitly follow any master but one^ yet no great 
danger is to be apprehended from the nature and 
tendency of this doctrine ; for when^ as Bishop 
Skinner says^ '^ it has been warmly espoused and 
'' ably defended by some of the most dii^inguished 
'' characters (^ the Church of En^and^ and parti- 
'' cularly by a bishop^ priest^ and layman of that 
'' churchy so eminent for their learning, and so 
''justly admired for their piety and worth, as were 
'' Bidbop Home, the Rev. William Jonesi, and 
'^ William Stevens, treasurer of Queen Anne's 
'' bounty, Uie less inquisitive Christian need not 
'' take alarm at the name of Hutchinson. For it 
'' may be truly said, of many, both of the opposers 
'' and supporters of this certainly considerate 
'' man, that these good men were all walking to the 
'' same great end ; and whether they |^ Hutchin- 
'' sonians or not, if there be any individuals, who 
'' by the shining of their light, render the path 
f ' m<Mre plain and pleasant, let us agree to make 
'' the most we can of them, and be followers of 
" them, who through faith and paiieme inherit 
^' the promises."' 

Such were the studies and pursuits of this un-^ 
common man ! His intimate friends at this time 



Digitized by 



Google 



f8 MEMOIRS OF 

were not only Dr. Horne^ and Mr. Jones^ but be 
passed many most pleasant woA delightful hours 
with the Rev. Dr. Morice^ Secretary to the So- 
ciety for propagating the Gospel^ an dd and mudi 
valued friend ; with the Rev. Dr. Samuel Grlasse^ 
rector of Wanstead^ author of many works on 
religious subjects; with the Rev. Dr. Gaskin^ 
Secretary of the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge^ a man better versed in the constitution 
and discipline of the Christian Protestant Church 
than any man I know ; and who^ I verily believe^ 
has never taught his flock what he himself did not 
rigidly believe^ nor inculcated any duties which 
he himself did not humbly endeavour to fulfil. 
He was also intimate with Dr. Wetherall^ the 
learned Dean of Hereford^ Master oi University 
Cdl^e, Oxford ; and with the Rev. Mr. Parkhufst^ 
who has favoured mankind with those stupendous 
woiks^ whidi are of such importance to the Chris- 
tian world^ the Greek and Hebrew Lexicons. 
The fourth edition of the latter of these works Mr. 
Parkhurst has dedicated to Mr. Stevens^ Bishop 
Home^ the Rev. Dr. Glasse^ and the Rev. Jonathan 
Boucher^ described as the favourers and promoters 
of that work : a pregnant proof that that ^eat 
biblical scholar conceived Mr. Stevens to be one at 
least of four eminent persons, who, from the extent 
of his learning, his acquaintance with the Helnrew 
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langaage^ and the depth of his theol(^ical know- 
ledge^ was well able to judge of the nature of that 
woiii thus submitted to his protection. But of all 
Mr. Stevens's then acquaintance^ there was none, 
in whose society he took more delight, than in that 
of Thomas Calverley, Esq. of Ewell, in Surry. 
They were nearly of an age, and had beai on terms 
of the greatest intimacy from their earliest youth. 
Both engaged in trade, Mr. Calverley does not 
appear to have dedicated himself to the sam^ 
studies with his friend, Mr. Stevens ; but in the 
studies of a holy life, devotion to God, beneficence 
and good will to man, they seem to have gone 
hand in hand. Mr. Stevens, being a bachelor, for 
the most part spent from Saturday till Tuesday in 
every Week with his friend. Here it may be truly 
said, '' they took sweet counsel together, and 
^' walked in the house of God, as friends.". Till 
Mr. Calverfey^s death, in Se|ri;. 1797, whai he 
dropped down dead suddenly, his bouse in the 
counliy was a r^uhr residence fear Mr. Stevens; 
mid thither be also very much resorted, iot the ten 
years which te himself survived Mr. Calverley ; 
visiti&g the widow, and afterwards the only son of 
his departed friend, the heir of his fortune and his 
virtues. Mr. Stevens, who had been thus the 
companion and friend, through life, of Mr. Calver- 
ley^ and who knew him well and tborou^ly, de- 
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scribed him^ soon after his death, in the Gentleman's 
Magazine ^' as a character, whom fnlly to delineate, 
'' would be to enumerate the several virtues and 
'' graces that adorn the man and the Christian. 
'' In every situation of life, in which it pleased 
^^ Providence to place him, his conduct was uni- 
'^ formly amiable and correct. A firm believer in 
^' the doctrines of the Church of England, he was 
^^ constant in his attendance at the stated hours of 
^' public worship ; nor did he content himsdf with 
'^ worshipping God in public only once a day on 
^' the sablNUh (at present so much the practice) 
'^ but cheerfully obeyed the call to evening as wdl 
^^ as morning prayers ; and never turned his back 
^^ on the Lord's table : and was no less punctual 
^' in daily prayer with his family, and in private 
^^ devotion. As a member of society he did not 
'^ shrink from the duties of it, but was ac^ve and 
^^ diligent ; ever ready to take his share of the 
^' common burdens, and to promote to the utmost 
'^ of his power the public welfere. Government 
'' he r^arded as the ordinance of God, for the 
^^ benefit of man: and was therefore a steady 
*' friend to our admirable constitution in church 
/^ and state ; praying for the peace and prosperity 
'' of both, and meddling not with them who »e 
'' given to change. While too many make self 
/Mntarestand private advantage the measure of 
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^^ their obedience^ he was obedient for conscience 
'' sake. To the poor, as his various charities^ pub- 
'^ lie and private^ testify^ he was a most generous 
'^ beneiactw : and the distressed among the clergy 
^' Yitte certain objects of his attention/' I have 
given this sketch more full than was perhaps 
necessary ; because it was written by Mr. Stevens ; 
because I wished to do justice to the character of 
a most excellent man> upon the authority of one 
who knew him well ; and because tl^ reader will 
be to judge^ how applicable every part of what he 
has said of Mr. Calverley is to himself. But I 
cannot here withhold part of a letter written by 
him on the same subject to Mrs. Gunnings which 
witt give the highest idea of his own character^ both 
as the resigned Christian^ and the sincerely affecr 
tlonate friend. 

'' EweU Home of Mournings Oct, 7, 1797. 
'' As Dr. Randolph^ your brother, you say, is 
'^ not very communicative, he has not perhaps told 
^^ you of the heavy loss I have sustained; and the 
'^ great void made in the comforts of my life, by the 
'' death of my dear, invaluable friend, Mr. Calver- 
'' ley. So young for his years, so circumspect in 
'/ his ways, and so temperate in all things, I ever 
/^ concluded I idiould drop through the bridge 
^^ before him : but, alas ! an unseen trap docnr let 
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*' him in^ and he isuddenly disappeared^ leaving 

'' me to bemoan^ not his^ but my fiiLte. A friend- 

" ship of threescore years standing is not to be 

'' dissolved without a pang. Vanity of vanities^ 

^' saith the preacher^ all is vanity. Occupied as 

^^ my thoughts have been^ and now are^ you will 

*^ not wonder at my not writing sooner ; nor at 

*' my writing in a gloom now. To every purpose 

*^ under the sun there is a time: there is a time 

^^ to weep^ and a time to laugh ; and this^ vrith nie^ 

^' is the time to weep. Heaviness may endure f« 

" a nighty but joy cometh in the morning. Let me 

'^ hope and patientiy wait for that morning. — ^We 

'' profess to believe^ that whatefoer happens ie best; 

'^ and it is well, when our actions bear witness, 

^' that such is really our belief. The hardest 

'' lesson we have to learn is, ^ not my will, hut thine, 

*' O God, he done !' To get it by heart should be 

^^ our study, and much time it will take up ; but it 

^^ will amply repay all our pains ; the more perfect 

*^ we are in it the better, for it is no less our hap- 

^^ piness than our duty ; thcare is no happiness 

^' without it." 

Having mentioned his studies and his friei^ at 
Hie period of time, before he published any thkg, 
i DOW proceed to point out one of the most a^i- 
rabk traits in his chavacter, 1 mean his extranve 
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charities^ founded as they were in the purest Chris- 
tian motives^ so extensiye in their amount^ and so 
uncomtnonly peculiar in the mode of dtstribution. 
Being mindful of the apostolical injunction^ to lay 
by in store as God had prospered bim^ this good 
nian^ firom the amount of all his profits and income^ 
annually deducted two several tenth parts. These 
he immediately entered in his private books of ac- 
count^ undef the heads respectively of Clerici/SBnd 
Pauper ; and from the instant of thus appro- 
priating them^ he considered himself holdings as 
a trustee, for these two charitable funds. It some^ 
times happened, from a want' of proper objects 
presenting themselves, that one or both of these 
funds were considerably in caish. But when that 
was the case, Mr. Stevens was always found to be 
a most ^thful steward for the poor, religiously 
accounting for every farthing, shd allomng interest 
upon the capital/ ihxis once appropriated in his 
hands, till the whole was expended. But it nu^e 
frequently occurred, that one full tenth <rf his in- 
trome was insufficient to answer the numerous 
charges, witili which his munificence loaded each 
of these fundsj particularly the latter. - By that an 
atinual deficit, to a considerable amount, during 
fifiany of the latter years of his life; was expe- 
lienced : but Mr. Stevens sdways found means to 
supply die want, by making to die account of 

D 
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P4iup€r, w GericWs as the case might be^ a free 
gift of such further sum as its ex^ucies rtquiitd. 
These mcouuIs^ siaee the cleath of this good ima, 
I have seai^ and have observed the allowance of 
interest^ Ac. in the manner above stated. Besides 
these twoaccounts of Clerm$$ and Pmy^^ thus 
lUmraHy sap{iiied by ibis grea^t cultivator of true 
dwLiity^ he had another head in his booics of ac^^ 
county entitled^ G^; vflmbs if possiUe^ displays 
the true Christian temper of this excellent mm 
even more than those I have abeady mentimied. 
Underthe hesud of c;^ llien^ w^eorranged^ not 
only expesces to a ku^e amount^ which might 
properly be so considered^ such as presents of 
hocim, wine> or other things to firiends> to whoift 
he eitiier wished to shew tfiese maifcs of grafeib^ 
&x kindnesses he received at (heir hmds; or who 
CQiddnot convrairat^ purchase these ftings ibeat- 
a^ves: but also many other acts of bounty^ which^ 
toa matt less scrupulous dian Mr. Stevens^ in dis* 
crimini^kig the provinces cC diflferent virtues^ 
would have appeared to be^ ai^ of eharity. Bt 
' considered thern^ howovcar^ as g^, lest byregwrtl- 
ingthem as charitiesj he ^ikwAA either eidmiMt the 
pali4moi^ of JPrn^er, or Clmcm, if they osn- 
tinned to be each ihnited to one temUi; or if either 
was oncaraased^ by adding g^ to either ftmd» he 
shoiMse«ml» li^lMMidf^asbsing mcHre ^dmri*. 
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table than be deserved to be. For instance^ nt^er 
the title of OiftSy he entered about £500^ nHWch 
he adraiiced to an amiaUe^ and excctient friend of 
mine^ (and which^ to that friend's great h6no«r^ I 
take ftom a statement nnder his own band) t0 
enable him to complete his studies at the Unifersity^ 
and whieh he never would allow to be considered 
as a debt. He was very melhodieal and exact in 
his mode of keeping* his private accounts : and his 
habit was^ at the end of each year^ to abstract under 
the hea^ of Prnqmr, Clerieus, gifts^ booted pocket 
expences^ journies^ and clofiths^ the amount of all 
his disbursements^ setting against this the whole 
amount <tf his income received in the same year. 
These abstracts lay in so narrow a compass^ that a 
sin^ sheet of paper presented^ in one view^ a 
complete stat^sient of the receij^ and dkburse- 
ments for several years. HThey were intended only 
for his ptivate use and information^ and were very 
rarely seen even by those who were most in his 
eMiiidence. An intimate friend be^g once m- 
dulged^ as a particular £sivour^ with a sight of one 
of these sheets^ observed^ that every private ex- 
penee of this extraordinary man, in the course of 
a whole year, vras comprized within about jfSGO, 
while the aggregate of Clerieud^ Pauper^ sxidGifl^j 
considerably exceeded jC600 ; tihe whole income 
in thatt year amounting to about <£1S00. It will 
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be required^ in what way were these great charities 
of this most benevolent man expended ? I answer^ 
whatever his hand found to doy he did it with all hia 
might : wherever a case of real distress was stated^ as 
arising in pru?a<elife^ his heart and purse were open^ 
and his services also^ if necessary^ were afforded. 
To the best of our public institutions^ as enabling 
individuals to do the most possible good^ at the 
least expence^ he was a liberal contributor ; and 
not only gave his money ^ but what was of much 
greater moment^ he gave to them much of his 
valuable time. When such men^ as Mr. Stevens^ 
thus dedicate themselves to superintend the admi- 
nistration of public charities^ it is the best security 
to the public^ that the real objects of the respective 
institutions are ever kept in view^ and that the funds 
are well a:dministered. The author of this work 
with pleasure and heart-felt satis&ction relates it^ 
that he knows no public charity in this kingdom^ 
where the most anxious attention is not paid to 
afford the particular relief intended, (whether the 
body or mind^ or both^ be the object of cure :) 
Where that relief is not afforded in the most ready^ 
grateful^ and pleasing shape^ and the funds re- 
spectively administered with all the economy^ con- 
sistent with the comfort and happiness of the in- 
dividuals^ who are the subjects of the public bene- 
volence. And let me here be allowed to say^ that 
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the anxious attention paid^ and the valuable time 
employed in the superintendance of our national 
institutions^ by the learned, the rich, the honourable^ 
and the noble of this country, induce us to enter- 
tain a hope, that there is much Christian piety and 
charity remaining in this happy land; that there 
are still many righteous amongst us, for whose sake 
this country will yet be spared; and that true 
Christian piety and charity will never be separated 
from the British character, till time shall be no 
more. 

The indigent clergy and their femilies were the 
particular objects of Mr. Stevens's charities, and, 
therefore, when in the time of Archbishop Com- 
wallis, he was elected the treasurer of Queen Anne's 
bounty, it gave him peculiar satisfaction, as it was 
an office, for which he was well qualified, in every 
respect suiting his temper and turn of mind ; as it 
gave him the opportunity of mixing much with the 
clergy, to whom he had long been attached, both 
from principle, and the course of his studies ; of 
frequently meeting and conversing with the bishops 
of the church ; of enquiring into the wants and 
distresses of that most useful body of, men, the 
clergy; of relieving them from his own purse, 
when the funds of the charity were not applicable 
to their case, and of treating all with tenderness 
and respect. He had twice served the office of 
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iteward to the feast of the Sons of the C3ergy^ 
once in 1762^ Dr. Horne being the preacher upon 
that oceafiion ; and again in 1787. To the Cor* 
p<»ratio& (^ the Widows of the Clergy, and to the 
Q^gy Orphan School^ particularly to the latter, 
he had Img been a liberal^ nay, a large bene&ctor : 
fyr tlmt school being wppoted to be in want of 
means to hold out rdief to as many as required ila 
aid, Mr. Stevens^ for many years before hia death, 
contribirted £bO per aBn!im> over and above his 
ordinary subscription. He was a member of the 
Corporation for propagating the Gospel in foteign 
Parts; of the Society for promoting Christwi 
Knowlei^e at Home ; a governor of Christ's Hoa- 
pital— of Bf idewell and Bethlem HosfHtak^ — of the 
Magdalen Cfaiirity^ of which^ for many years, he 
bad been one of the committee ; and of a variety of 
other charities^ which I only do not name, because 
Hke reader would be latigued with the enumeration. 
The truth was^^ Providence had blessed his indus- 
try with great success; he was a bachelor ; be had 
no vices to gratify ; and he was anxious upon all 
occasioT^^ by the most ample relief to the poor 
and needy of every description^ ta prove himself 
a wise, feithfuL ^nd liberal steward of those boun- 
tiei^ entrusted^ by Heaven^ to his care. I have it 
m a letter now lying befcm me from Mr». Horne, 
the widow of the Bishop ; and he has also s«ud it to 
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mysdf n»iiiy times^ that he never g&ye his imme 
to a fashionable public subscription; for the 
fediion wouM make it fill : but that he kept his 
money for Uiose who wanted it more^ because they 
bad nobody to bring their cause into public notice. 
He todc occasions also to be charitable and to do 
good wherever he saw the occasion called for It, 
vrithout solicitation. Thus a clergyman, of the 
deepest learning, and most exalted piety, the uti- 
lity of whose life to society the writer of this ac- 
cmtnt is wdl able to appreciate, and whom he re- 
joices to be allowed to call his friend, having the 
misfortune to have a blind son, and several other 
children ; the late Peter Waldo, Esq. (a man whom 
I believe to have been such another, as the subject 
of this Memoir, for learning, charity, and piety,) 
and himself determined, unknown to the fatfier, to 
make a provision for this youth, whom it had 
pleased Providence soswely to visit. Accordingly 
these two benevolent men purchased j&40 per 
annum in the Long Annuities, in the name of the 
writer of this life, and the father of the young man, 
as trustees for his future use. This act of liberality, 
and some others, which I am about to mention, 
will prove, that the donations and charities of 
Mr. Stevens, were not confined to small sums; 
but extended, as in the instance just related to 
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hundreds^ and in what I am going to mentioir/ 
to thouMinds. 

A lady and her daughter, who were distant 
relations, were reduced to consideraUe distress ; 
and, for several years, he allowed them £100 per 
imnum. Upon the death of the mother, the 
young lady wrote to inform him of the event, and 
expressing her doubts whether she cOuld look for- 
ward to a contmuation of his bounty. With his 
usual kindness, and true Christian speed — and 
with his wonted playfulness, he, by return of post, 
answered, '[ that he did not mean to continue the 
^' allowance oi £\Q0 a year: but, as he did not 
^' think she was old enough to despair', he meant 
'^ to settle a forbme immediately upon l^r, and 
^' that she might share it with any good man she 
'' thought proper ; that he had bought, in her 
f^ name, £4000 in the Three per Cents, pro- 
'^ ducii^g an income of £120 sterling; and that 
'' he had sent her a power (rf attorney to execute, 
'^ empowering him to receive the dividends^ fw 
'' her use.*' What a noble and disiiitere^ted fi|ct 
of charity : how valuable the gift — how delightful 
and inimitable the mode of conferring it ! But, 
alas ! his bounty was frustrated, and his immense 
gift was directed into another chaanel: for, in a 
letter to Mrs. Gunning, of the 10th March, 1804> 



Digitized by 



Googk 



WILUAM. ST£TEN»5 ESQ. 4t 

he writes thus, '' There is no knowing what 8 

^' day may bring forth. My cousin ^ — > 

'^ who has been, spending some months at Qtham, 
^' was to have returned to town next Monday^ ia. 
^^ prdei; to go to Ewdl; but this morning came a 
^' letter from Mr. Horne, (the Rev. WiUiam 
'' Home, rector of Otham, brother of the late 
'' bishop Home,) to say, that on Thursday even- 
^[ ing, she dropt down dead suddenly, and expired 
'^ without a groan, or a struggle."' 

Many persons are disposed to be charitable, and 
to do good ; but it is not every one who understands 
the trae and proper mode <tf doing it. This art 
was never better undei^tood, nor nKH*e ^etensivdy 
practised, than by Mr. Stevens ; and> therefore, 
it is, ttttit I am more diffuse in these narratibn» 
than I otherwise would be ; entertaining the hope, 
that all, who have the desire to do good; will, from 
him, learn the happy mode of doing it; and that 
those, who have the power, not having hitherto 
exerted it, may be led by the lusftre of his bright 
example, to shew themselves deserving of the 
blessings, which a gracious Providence has low- 
ered upon them : and that all may emulate this 
good, this excellent, this charitable man — ^and go 
and do as he did. 

. A respects^ble and exemplary clergyman, residing 
in a very distant part of the kingdom^ having had 
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the good fertune to be intimately acquainted witb 
Mr. Stevens^ rmjR most desirous of gating his son 
educated at Oxford^ intending him for Holy Orders, 
ahhongh it was quite out of his power to sustain 
the expenee. Accordingly^ this gentleman wrote 
to Mr. Stevens^ informing him^ that he understood 
there were Tarious exhibitions^ which might be had 
at Oxford ; and even a society, called the EUand 
Society^ formed to maintmn young men at the 
Universityy free of expence to their friends, and 
thus to prepare them fimr the ministry. Mr. Ste- 
vens exerted himself, amongst his friends, to pro- 
cure something of the kind; but all in vain. 
Hiis exodient man, not to disappoint the fkther in 
a pointy whidi^ for reasons, I cannot, out of regard 
to the fedings of the parties concerned, ftilly ex- 
plain, he had much at heart, mentioned the matter 
to different friends, and he was immediately au- 
tbcaited by those, who were etcr anxious to join 
with him in erery act of Oiristian friendship, to 
settle at least jgiOO a year upon this youth, in 
order to maintain him during his education at 
Oxford ; and some of his own letters to this clei^- 
man, will shew, particularly as to the delicacy of 
it, in what manner he executed his commission : 
for a considerable time had elapsed before the 
fitther knew that all timt had been dkme for 
his son, was the mere exertion of a few pritate 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILLUM 9¥£T£N8^ ESQ. 4$ 

individuals^ called into action by tl^ zeal of 
Mr. Stevens. 



In a letter of the 12th December, 1797, Mr. Ste- 
vens writes thus : ^' The character transmitted to 
^' me of your son is. every way amiable^ and I 
'' 4»hould have had no suspicion of its being ex- 
'' aggerated, even if the testimony of his teachers, 
'' had not been added to his father's. I should 
'' have been sorry^ therefore^ in the feilure of your 
'' appUcati<m to the EUand Society^ had I not 
'' providentially fallen in with another, which I 
'^ think may answer your purpose fuU as well. 
'^ It is at present in its infancy, and calb itself the 
'' Berean Society^ in allusion, I suppose^ to the 
'^ Bereans o( <dd^ who searched the Scriptures 
'^ daily, whether tho$e things were so, it being 
V the wish of the society to promote such laudable 
^^ pursuits. Being acquainted with some of the 
^^ members^ they have appointed me their trea* 
'^ surer^ and I am authorized to inform you^ that 
''^ from the representation given of your scm^ they 
^^ are desirous of enabling him to prosecute his 
^^ studies in the University o( Oxfiurd; and not 
'' doubting his attofitioa to 6C<momy, from ttie 
'^ escample he has ever had before him, they cal* 
'' cukte that an allowance of jglOO per annum 
'' may be sufficient. The wU term begins about 
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'' the middle of January, and ends a little before 
^' Easter. Entering any time in the term wilf 
'^ serve to keep that term : but, I suppose, you 
'^ would be glad to have the young man begin 
'*' business as soon as may be; and, therefore, if 
^^ you will be so good as to let me know, when it 
^^ will be convenient to you that he should set out 
^^ on his journey to tovna, we will be prepared to 
^' receive him : and, in the mean time, it shall be 
*' determined at which College to fix him. The 
^^ scheme, I flatter myself, is such as you will ap- 
^^ prove, and I wish the end as successful as the 
*' beginning is feir and promising/' 

In a letter of the 4th January, 1798, to the 
same clergyman, he writes, '^ I am much pleased 
'^ to think that the little society, mentioned in my 
'^ last letter, have, by their seasonable offer, made 
*^ you happy in the prospect of seeing accomplished 
*' the object you have had much at heart. I am 
'' greatly obliged to you for the concern and 
''anxiety you express on my account, and you 
" may depend upon it, that whenever I find my 
'' office of treasurer inconvenient or troublesome, 
" I will comply with your friendly request, and 
" decline it. To be sure, at my time of life, I 
" cannot expect long to hold it ; but, if I should 
'' drop before your son has received the full benefit 
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^^ of the institution^ it will not affect the interests 
^^ of the society, and I trust I shall be succeeded 
** by a better man/' 

On the 15th of March in the same year, after 
the arrival of the young man, he again writes to 
the venerable father of the youth, ^' I have now 
^^ before me your two favours of January 24 and 
^^26, the former as avmrning star, announcing 
'^ the approach of the great star; and the latter> 
*' an attendant on the great star itself. To tell 
^' you what has passed since the arrival of the 
^' student would be telling you no news, as I dare 
'^ say he has not omitted acquainting you with 
'*^ every single circumstance. But probably his 
^' modesty has not permitted him to tell you, what 
'^ you will •be glad to hear, that we are all mightily 
'^ taken with him, and promise ourselves, that he 
*^ will, by his prudent exemplary conduct, be an 
^^ ornament to the University. I saw at one view, 
'^ that he was no counterfeit : the likeness was so 
^^ striking, that he had no occasion to say whose 
^' son he was ; and may it be his study, as I doubt 
*' not it will, to preserve the likeness throughout, 
^' that in every part of his character, the son may 
'' remind u's of the father. He is now a member 
'^ of Wadham College, with the warden of which 
'^ Dr. Gaskin is particularly acquainted. The 
/^ members of the new society^ who have taken 
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*^ yonr son as their protegee, are happy in the re* 
^' flection^ that it is a measure so afpreeable to yon : 
^^ they are thankful for the oppottunity of doing 
^^ so much good^ as is likely to be the result of it ; 
'' and consider your blessing as a rich return for 
^ all they can confer. Finding, on enquiry, that 
'' the young student was not provided with Mr. 
^' Parkhurst's two lexicons, I took care to supply 
^' him with them, fypd observed to him at the same 
'^ time, that with those two books, and his Hdbrfew 
^ Bible, and Greek Testament, well used, he 
*' might set up trade v^rhenever caDed upon/' 

Tfab letter contains a list of the members of this 
u2ea2 society, though they were real contributors 
to this labour of love, of whom the wwthy trea- 
surer vras die chief: but I forbear to mention their 
names, as some of them are still alive ; and as that 
is the case, it is right to assert, as the truth is, that 
Mr. Stevens's hopes, that this amiable and pro- 
mising youfli would, in every part of his character, 
remind us of the father, have been fully realized ; 
for he passed through Cdtege with considerable 
reputation, as to attainments, with the highest 
pmise for his moral character ; and is now a re- 
spectable Clergyman, reflecting the greatest credit 
on die instructions he received, and affording the 
most perfect satisfe.ction to those who took part 
with Mr, Stevens in advancinr his education. 
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The reader mig^t be supplied widi many more 
letters upon this interesting sutgect : but as my in- 
tention is not to fatigue^ but to instruct and im- 
prove^ I shall only fiimish him with one more 
letter on the subject of the Berean Society, a letter, 
which, for delicacy of feding in the manner of 
conferring a kindness, and far neatness of expres- 
sion, never has been surpassed. In the month of 
January, or February, 1903, this young gentle- 
man was seised witk a violent and dangerous iH- 
ness^ which threatened to blast ail a fether's hopes 
and the esqpectattom of hn ffiends: tor, wiien he 
was tiiktn iU, he was just on die eve of receiving 
Deacon^s Orders from the greait and learned 
Doctor Hordey, tiiiea Bishop of Rodhester, after- 
vnuds of St Amph« The anxious fetker, hearing 
of his son's distress, flew fintMR his remote residence 
to CkKfixil, there attended his siek son, and by the 
UeaBiag ttQod^ im the means used ftr hb leco- 
vtry> had the douUe satisfaction of seehig him 
restored from the fariiik of the graven uimI of being 
present with Mr. Stevens, at his receiving Ordi- 
Mlion finm the handi of the Bishop of Rocheater. 
But the mind of Mr. Sleims was always mtent on, 
ths wiuts^ his friends, and fais charitable haad 
aiwaya ready to aatmpate their necesskies. Pear<- 
img that the expend of so hmg a journey wooU 
M haafy iiq^a (he pocket of diis veneeable cfeigy* 
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hulu, he conveyed^ at partings a Bank Note into 
his hand^ enclosed in the following letter^ wi& this 
superscription : — 

'' To the Rev. 
*^ Not to be opened till arrived in the latitude of 
'' Ludgale Hill/' 

'' Broad Street, March 9, 1808. 
'' The Bereans consider themselves as greatly 

'' oUiged to , fw his late anxious attention 

^^ to the young: student under their protec^on^ tod 
^^ take the liberty to enclose a J650 Bank Note^ to 
^^ defray the expence of his long^ tedious journey^ 
'^ on the occasion^ wishing to add more to it^ if 
^' that is not sufficient for the purpose ; as they 
'^ cannot Uunk of suffering him to beatany d^urge 
'^ on account of their waid, till Aey have com- 
'^ pleted the work they undertook, and can eon- 
'^ gratulate the good ■ , on presenting his 

'^ son to him in Priests' Orders/* 

It is impossible to present to the reader any 
thing in the scope of Christian cbafity mor^ 
pleasing to the feelings of a well eonsrtitttted mhid 
timn the whole of this transactk)n: and, I con- 
gratulate the young gentl^mm;, yflm was the 
origin of all this kindness, and tfie object of sudh 
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difttinguisbed favour from so good a man as (he 
Treasure of the Berean Society. It must be a 
source of heart-felt gratification to him as long as 
he lives. 

But anotibar fact deserves to be recorded as na 
less eKcelleat and exemplary, and whic^ I am 
enabled to state from Mr. Stevens's own letter sent 
tb me by the present worthy Clerk of Bridewell 
Hospital. It seems, that in the year 1800, be had 
beea applied to, to beoome one of the Stewards of 
Bridewell and BetUem Hospitals for that year,' 
which was, as we all recollect, a year of grei^ 
s!mrci<y, upon which he wrote tiiis answer : 

^^ Mr. Stevens hais recdved Mr. Hucbon^s letter, 
^^md is very ready tO'acc^ of the appointment 
f^ to be steward Ais yeair; but submite it to Ae 
^"^ consideration of the govcmom and the gentlemen 
*' in rotation, whether in tliese times of scarcity, 
^^ it is not m<»re advisable for tile rich to fiist, that 
^^ tiie poor may not itarve ; and as iJM&ct ts no 
^ collects, on the occasion, for the benefit of the 
^^ hospitals, m^ he venture to recommend the 
*^ practice adopted once before, of applying die 
-*' monef, to be expended on the dinner, for the 
*' r^liif of those who are in want, rather than for 
^' the indulgence of those who abound V\ 

E 
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A ward spoken in due s^^mn, «ays the wife 
m^n, how good is it? So it happened here; for 
t)ie b^i^volent. suggestion of this woithy governor 
was adopted by his brethren ; and the sum. of 
£300 waas distributed to the necessiiow poor, in 
Ueu Qf being ea^oyed for purposes ei an in£erior 
utore. ... 

: In : the journey of life we often meet witK 

persons^ who^ haying moi^y; give it readily ; some 

4o it from an easin€$^ of jfiature^ rather than give 

^hemsc^ves ih^ trouble of refusing; others from a 

beiiievcdence of dispositioUi whidi takes a plegstire 

in relieving disU^^^s^ wiUiout beit^ Jofluenced by. 

true Christian motives. But^ wherever the whole 

f^ a m^n'^ cpnd^et is ^niforqii wh^re ypu find 

fbaiity to maa^ attepik^ hy^ pi^y: to QoAy and 

iEd>^ys proceeding from ojbedienqe to Mi comoftaftd^ 

f' to (ja goodt unto aU men/!/ then we .itii^. i^ 

jE^^uredj that .this is true charity and pure rd^^n; 

It was upon su^h i^P^^^ves that, Mr. ^veais always 

^ted^ as the sequel of this narrative wiU i^anife^t; 

he was convinced that no life is pleasi^ to Ood^ 

that is not useful to man: and^ I npw proceed to 

shew^ that from his earliest ypu^ he[ thqught^and 

uniformly acted upon the principle> that deep and 

unfeigned piety to God is the root aad foiQDyda^on 

of all othei: virtues. He never coiipe^T^d that 
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fisiith 4Dd woijfe> which Qod . had inseparably 
unite4> ooulid be lawfully dfejoioed. .Without 
fejtbi hejcnew weji, tb?t it was impossible to pliease 
Gi)i : but hQ knew also^ nthat faith without worka 
ifld^d, (bat by ^prks his faith was to 1be, made 
perfeet; and he was ever aniupus therefore^, with 
the gjood.ComeV^os^ that his prayers and. al^is 
shouU 9s<^nd in j^nt and, ftweet memorial before 
^throne, of Goi). ' 

I have ab^^ady «h^wn at how early .a period of 
Iife> bothBififtfpprHofne^ and his excellent cousiny 
began ^ train tbem^lves to the art^ of holy 
liviqg. Cmi ^py ^nian read tbe fipllowing^ descrip- 
tion of ^ly.piety^.wi^ittep by Bishop Hoi;ne^ and 
dcmbt^,.Uia.tfae warmly felt in his pwn pure bosom 
every p^ of the^ 4^^^R^^; ^ ^^^ tjiere given ? 
Can fmy mai^^ who has read the lettc^r I h^ve 
cq[>i(9d^ in p. l^, .wd has sje^u h9w strwg Mr. Ste- 
vens's religious jufnpressions werp at twenty-four 
yearsi of age, lieU^ye, that the Bishop had iiot^ 
when h^ wrote that passage^ the character of his 
valuable xdation in view r^ Can any young man 
now read the.d^cription without feeling his heart 
bwn within him^ as ;he reads; without d^iring to 
be w^iat the Bishop, has pourtrayed ? If 1^ can, I 
envy neither b^ f^lings^ nor his heart. . 
* In pishop^ Holme's ^ermon, called^ The Beloved 
JDisciple^ vqJ. i. 5^ ^5, he haf.the,following,beau- 
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t^\ jpas^agfe^ ndiich^ I thinks most aptly iMrodocesr 
the account of Mr, Stevens's unvaried attention to 
the duties of religion. '^ Youth is no ohstacte in 
^ the way of obtaining the fkvour of Christ. The 
'' disciple^ whom he loved, was the youngest of aB 
^the apostles. And certaiifi it id, ihat reKgion 
'' never appeals to greater advantage, (hkti'te the 
^ persons of those, who, ^ remember their QneatM 
'' ' in the days of their jfouth/ and are adMitted 
" early into the number of the disciple^ of the 
^' holy Jesus. It is then like a diamond set in 
'*gold. There is something moi^ noWe inrc^ 
*' nouncing the world for the love of Clirist, wheia 
'^ the relish for sensible enjoyments is at tfie 
" highest, than there can be in doing it, token tiHe 
^^ evil days come, in which there is no fiurflier plea- 
*' sure, or satis&ction to be had in earttiljrShiligs. 
'^He, surety, is not so fikelyto accohiplfehhis 
^'joulmey, who begins it when the sun is gtiing 
^^ down, as he is, who sets out at the hour of hb 
^' rising. Youth, like the morning, is the pHoper 
'^ seascm for every task, that requires time iWd 
'^ pains. Then all the powe!rs of body and »t«fl 
'*^ are fresh land vigorous, as those of oneawtticd 
'' frbm a Muiid and kin^ sleep. Then is the 
'^ gcdden^ opportunity^ the sweet hour of prime, 
^ and the day is before us. Tkef 'night corAeth 
^^ when no man can work. I have written unfb 
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^' you^yw/ngmen^ (saith John himself,) hecMu^e 
^^ ye are strong; and the word of God abideth m 
''you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 
'' Rejoice then^ O young man^ in thy youth ; not 
'^because thou art able to riot in excess and 
'' nvantonnessj as the heathen who know not 
'' God ; but^ because thou hast it in thy powar 
'' to become^ like the youthful John^ the be- 
'' loved of thy M^terj who seeketh such to woiv 
'' ship him/' 

The subject of this memorial of affidction, did> 
indeedi remember his Creator in the days of his 
youth ; he did possess^ in an eminent degree^ that 
pfure and humble devotion^ which will be had ia 
everlasting remembrance ; and shall one day be 
proclaimed before men and angels. The hand 
that writes^ and the heart that dictates this sketdi^ 
fo the memory of departed worthy fears no con* 
tradietion^ when he asserts^ that as few men had 
grounded their belief and practice on stronger 
foundations^ so his reading and knowledge had 
produced anresponding fruits; for Mr. Stevens 
was a firm and conscientious believer in all the 
doctrines of religion^ as professed in the Church of 
England; and he was an attentiw observer of all 
her ordinances: attending to the exluMrtation of 
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the apostle^ not. to forsake the assemUtng of ovr-* 
selv^ together^ as the manner bf some is^ he was 
liberally glad^ when they said^ let ms go into the 
House of the Lord. He, th»efore> regularly 
utten^d the service of the churchy, twice * every 
Sunday, even to the day of his death, (for he had 
no confinement; preplaratory to his death;) never 
missed an opportunity of receiving the Holy Sacra- 
ment, making it a point of duty> not to turn hts 
hack upon the Lord's table, when spread for the 
reception of those who were religiously and de- 
viautly disposed ; and he was alwiys in his public 
deV6tion9:» attelntiye, earnest, devout, and pious. 
Evien^e niost minute observances of the church 
did not escape him ; for he never omitted to stand 
when the praises of God were sung, .even though 
in a congregation, where he might be Ae sj^litary 
instance of this decorous and becoming- , usage. 
And in a letter, now lying before me, dated 
23d January, 1800, he thus expresses his opiilion 
of another usage^ attempted to be introduced in 
the administwlion of the Holy Sacrament. '" I 
*^ am gl^d — ~— has returned to the old modec^^ 

• He wag used to say joeosely, and pumiltigon ilie woM, 
<^ thai the beH9r sort a£ people net cr w«iit to chimk hi' aa 
^< afterni^pu.'? 
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^' giving the dements^ in compliance with your 
'^ good man's remimirtranee. I wish him not to 
'^ be singular in any things nor change customs^ 
^^ though sanctioned by high authority, Whace 
'^ the communions are very large^ it will prolong 
^^the time of service; but there is somediiqg 
'^striking in a direct applic^on to each commu-* 
'^ nicant^ it is bringing it; home tp mep's l)08om« 
'' and businesses. | h^ve read of a practice^ which 
*' obtaiQ^j^ at one time> of the priest using no other 
'^ wm-ds at giving the bread, than^ ^ The body of 
'^ ^ the Lord;' and, on giviQg the CMp, ^ Th^ 
'^ ' blood of the Lord:* md I lilw? it much; 
*' hatj I suppose, it would be thought Popery.*' ♦ 
This worthy vp»xi^ did not content himself with 
duly observing one day in seven; but, for maqy 
yeitrs of his Ufe, (certainly the author can spcsdc 
to. above eighteen, from his own personal know* 
ledge, and from information to many more,) regur 
larly attended weekly prayers ^' a custpm shame"* 
fully and irreligiouisly omitted, ^ven Ify thosg 

* The practice here reprobi|ted was that of administeriBg 
to two persons at a time, using the address in the plural 
number, which I have heard done jerj improperlj, where 
the priest was addressing a single person, using the common 
pbraseolofj instead of the more Signified and tmpressire 
4»ngBage of the liturgy* 
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whose leirare and bufimess would well enabfe 
tlieiti> with Mr. Stenreos^ to faftift thus^ on Wednes- 
dsys and Fridays M least, visited the Courts of the 
Lord. Sudi persons seem to forget what every 
l^ad of a family ought ever earnestly to inculcate 
ttpijfn his children^ and those under bis care^ or ^ 
those whom he may have the opportunity of influ- 
endng by his advice ; that the being permitted to 
beh&td tkefkir beauty of ike Lard, and to visit Im 
Unnpie, is an inestimable privilege as well as a 
ifoty^ and not a burdensome tadt. This good man 
did not coniftider it to be a burden^ but an in- 
VlAuaMe btessin^^ for even against the customs of 
that dty^ wh^re he dwelt^ uncountenanced by his 
Heij^hboum or friends^ and when even only two cm* 
three were gathered together^ he persevered in 
ilfis godly practiee to the end of his life. ADuding 
to this iUling off in these bbserv^nces^ ttiis cheer- 
Ad man, who had his joke always ready^ havitig 
t)ltoerred his own Banker one day in churchy at 
wedfcly prayers, as they talked out when the ser- 
vice was over, in his lively manner said to bim^ 
"^'^ifrfou tciH not tdl of me, IwSlnot tell of you ;" 
and he frequently used to repeat this story accom- 
panied by a hearty laugh. Mr. Stevens, by his 
attendance on weddy prayers, imt gained the 
knowledge of, and afterwards foraied an intkaate 
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frienddbip^ whtdi he evar higMy prized^ with the 
Reverend John Prince^ Chaplain of the Magdalen 
Charity^ and i/diich only ceased with the life of 
Mr. Ste?6i». Mr. Prince whb Cwate of St. 
Vedart^ Foster Lane^ where Mr. S. used frequently 
to attend the weekly prayers^ and as he at that 
time^ and to tke close of hist life^ Messed like a 
clergyman^ m Mack clotiies^ and a budiy clerical 
wig> Mr. Prince took it f<Nr granted diat one of his 
brethrai was his regular attendant. Having one 
C€M day invited him into the vestry before the ser* 
vice began^ their conversation did not at aH tend 
toidter Mr. Prince's notion^ for he found that this 
occasional member of his congregation was a deep 
theolo^n, wdl versed in the writings of the best 
divines^ and having reproached him with never 
offering him any professional assistance^ he^ to bis 
astonishnient, founds ttmt a layman^ and not a 
clergyman^ had been the attendant upon his week- 
ly ministrations. Still the name of his friend was 
unknown^ till some time itflterwards at the shop €i 
Messrs. Riviugton^ that knowle<%e was obtained 
and that friendriiip formed^ which I have often 
witnessed with pleasure and profit to myself^ was a 
towoeof delight to both. Certainly^ if congeni* 
ality of sentiments^ if sound orthodox opinions^ if 
unfeigned piety, if the warmest benevolence^ could 
^niear men to eadi o&er^ never were two men 



Digitized by 



Googk 



better euit^ for such a initf ual and affectionate re- 
gard for each other thair Mr. ^^f^ens and Mr. 
Prince. 

All this attention to public religkms duties^ 
vrfaich thid holy man displayed^ was without the 
kaet tincture of enthusiasm-^his devotion wa» ra- 
tional^ calm^ and j^cid. He was one of those 
who thought that a clouded countraance is not the 
natural r^iult of true devotion : but on the contrary, 
was of opinion that nothing tends more to enlivai 
the hearty and cheer the face of man^ than a con-' 
stant and earnest endeavour to dkchai^ with 
fidelity and r^ularity the duties of piety to God> 
beneficence and good-will to vaon. 

Being unmarried^ and a boarder merdy^ the 
duty of fiuanily devotion could form no part of his 
{dan ; but he was pleased and delisted that so 
many of those families^ with whom he spent modi 
of his time^ either adopted^ w had persevered in 
this laudable practice. It has been shamefully ne-i 
glected for many years in thk country^ but I am 
induced to believe it is reviving among us ; and I 
own I cannot conceive how a serious-thinking man 
can allow it to be whdiy disused in hk £unily. 
We oHnplain (and often with justice) of the bad 
qualities and conduct of tiiose who are under our 
care ; but it will be an important and interesting 
question to be put to m, who are marters, ata 
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future day> whether ive hare done all to our power 
to iBfitruct theia in their daty^ and to leform their 
conduct. And though we may not be able always 
to succeed^ yet what joy^ w^ inertimaUe rewards 
wifi be the prize of that parent. and master, who 
caa in that awful hour^, witib most truths hnndblf 
declare^ ^^ Of tkoie ubom tJum ^hast gwen me^ 
I kiW€ h8t none." 

In hift private devotion^ IVfr . Stevens was r^ular 
and ccmstant; .and wherever he went tB visit in 
the country^ he cailriedwithihim his Hdi)rew Bible 
ajid Greek Testaomit — and uniformly vead the 
W^ons for the day^ before he left his chamber^ im 
their original languages. 

It is not possible to believe that a man whose 
whole life was r^ulated by sudi principles^ whose 
heart 0¥erflowed with such imweariedkkidness and 
heiwevalence^ and whose dieerfidness of manner 
was ever a predominaM feature in his i^racter^ 
could be otherwise than a most pleasing cooiipanion* 
His constant serenity, of mind^ and liveliness of 
manner .made his society be coveted^ imd anxiously 
sought tfter by men much ycmnger than fatmsdf ; 
for thon^ 'austere to himself, he attnK^ed young 
persons by the dheerfulness of histenper/and by 
tb^ allowances he was evw ready to make fin: Uie 
inejiperience of youth. Those m<»« of his own 
agQ were aUared by the sanctity of his Itfe ; aari 
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huked wB, ivhb had once the good fiNftune to &Ii 

kito his coiapany/ were ever cteBmius of adtivstinf^ 

and impronog the acquMntance. Hii jplayftdaad 

mttamrt wit^ and his perpetad good humour^ ao 

traqpered his imtmcliYe admonitiomj that virtae 

mai rdigion vrere in him peculiarly attractive^ and 

he became the Itjtetaed means of turning many to 

the ways oi righteousness. His remailn 0m the 

passing evei^ of life^i tficnigh never itt^natared^ 

weresJways impwtant^ and to the point; and 

though he Imted disputation and violent ai^ment^ 

yet towards the close of a conversation^ he wodkl 

aometimea introduce such a rtrong observation as 

to silence the combatants^ and put a satisfiictofy 

dose to the debate. In short> in the intercouiaes 

of H>cial life^ playfulness and hmnoar were to the 

kst his pnominent qualities: he was a gnat 

laugher at any neat or smart observation^ aad 

VPOttld stamp hjs feet in the exuben^nce of his 

mirth: he had no objection to a quiet ruWbar al 

wfairt, but rather eiyoyed it; and in shorty even to 

the last wedL of his life^ he dkl not think it un-* 

becoming his chameter to mix in all the innocent 

cheerfiifaieBs of domestic life. He^byifaehMtreof 

hii own examj^e^ proved rc^gion to be what tx* 

perience will ever convince those who wiU but try 

tiie esqp^rimeiU; that it ia, a source of pleasantnesa 

and peace. Happier hours tlmn the writer of this 
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work Ims ^saed'm the company of this extiMcHv- 
dirmty nma, (though mbove thirty ytajm older than 
hnoseif) he nfever expects to see m this worfd: 
tfiey afd now ^oile^ but haye left a ddigfatfiil 
fragiaiice Miind them^ and tbe rememhi*anGe dt 
tfiem is sn^t. 

That his good humour^ playfakiess^ and affec- 
timiate attetition to Ms friends^ w^e not confined 
to personal intercourse^ will appear fnmi the fol^ 
lowing letters to some of his friend»>— who have 
fevoUied me with them: and fliongfa I >have 
se^m pnbbriied die whole of a letter/ it ha:i 
buen eitfier because the part omitted was not 
tpplicsMeto the point for which the letter was 
fcferredto; orbeoauseitwasof a{»rivateddBKBtie 
nature^ relating either to the writer or to fbe 
person addressed^ and dierelbre not always in« 
terestkig to the puUic. Having l^.tihe Ret. 
Dt. Gunning's hospitable manaoh at Fantboroogh^ 
lie on the 23d of August, 1789, smtihefoUowmg 
iMt^ to his amiable corrcepondei^ Mrs. Gunning : 

aW^iigwrf, 1789. 
^^ As every man is to hlms^c^vast importance^ 
*^he Is might!y apt to think he rnmst be so toerery 
'^^ foody else/ and that others must be as aiixious 
V abciut him, as he is about himself Upon this 
^pfrihciple; I condade you must be miserable 
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''^till you know how I conducted mysdf after the* 

^'various methods proposed for accmaplishmg' 

'^ my journey ; and therefore it » higUy prq)«r 

^ I should be no less miserable till I have set 

'^ your b^art at rest upon that itobjeet. Instead 

'^ then of sending Jenny (his horse)' "before, or 

^^ 'leaving her t© ft^w after, we todc our de- 

'^ parture tc^ettier about five o'dodc iu the motn- 

'Mng, and travelled on very composedly to 

'^ Devizes, where we » arrived by etgiit o'dbck^' 

'^and resumed our course, afiler having eat our 

'^ breakfest, and comjdeated mil? journey of rieaf 

*^ ftfty miles by one o'clock. A notaUe exploiij 

'^ let mie tell you, for a poor crazy creature, and 

'^ Hught be told to lus children's chiUben; if he 

^^iadany! ' * 

^^ And now, dear Madam, having prevtoiffiijr 

f ^ acquainted you with my mortal aversbn^ to 

^^WTitiiig, I am thinking what eternal obligation^ 

^^ you Mn3\ consider ydmrself as under tot thb letf 

^^ ter, and bow neady you^will be to pour, foetft 

'^ libations of whipt-syllabubs in testimony of your 

'^ gratitude,, or rather I am felicitating myself 

'^on the volume of letters, it may IfijaeA. to* my 

^*^ receiving; for however I may ,hflye tot my 

^^ taste for reading ; for the productions of ymr 

^' pen, I shall ever have the highest relisb> and 

^' however. indilE^reat I may be to bttiMii^i 
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^^ to plantsy to pictures, to medals ; at which yoa 
'^ know you expressed your surprise; the house 
'' of your building up, the plants of yoiyr raising, 
'^ the pcHtraits of your drawing, asd the. niedals 
^' bearing your image and supeuBcriptidn Witt 
'^ nevtr be indifferent to me ; and ther6fiH*e with 
*' my most » cordial respects to your co«-adJutor, 
" worthy Peter, (Dr. Gunning) as well as my 
'' best acknowledgements for his friendly enter- 
'^ tainment, and Ivearty wishes foryour health and 
^^ hap{)iness, believe me, 

'* ©eai* Madam, 
'' Ev^ your's affeetioriately.**' 

Iti another Letter, whefe it appears Bishofi 
Hdme was at Bath for his health the year before 
he dted> he writes thasto the same laify: 

Londj(myMay%^,Vt9\. ' 
"^' If you are vain enough to suppose I must 
^' follow your example, you are mistaken. It 
^^ will not do; you skall not be so gratified. lil 
^^' take none of your broad hints. I am determined 
*' 'to have my revenge ; and for y<mr long silence^ 
^^ incessantly plague you with my nonsense. 

^^ Your report of our Bishop, (fw which, 
^^ however^ I will acknowledge myself obliged to 
'^ you) accords very exactly with that of Nwr^ti 
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'' Jones^* (whose intelligence, I belieye> is ntber 
^' the frediest of the two^ as she did not lewvehis 
'' Lordship till Tuesday^ and yon do not appear 
'^ to have seen him so lately) I. agree with yon 
'^ tikat he oa^t not to want any Mng this world 
'' can give him; and mnch less the attendance 
'' ^ Nw$€ SHevena^f if he wished it; bnt be- 
'^ tween yen and me^ I have no ^reat opiMon of 
^-^ that old woman's abilities in any way ; she is a 
^^ heavy sonl^ as Sam j4rfwiion nmd to say of 

'' Kshc^ ; and from what I saw of her 

^' at Bath last winter^ I question whether she 
^^ vras not r^her a trouble to his Lordship than 
'^ of any use to him. A younger nurse would be 
V wnatt active and aniwer his purpose butler. 
^^ Appose yon vf^pe to undertake the chargiQ; 
'^ from that hearty^ cordial al^king of the lfmi49 
'' you mention:, there is no dcmbt you would be^ 
'' aecQ|itaUe. 

^M Mn sorry you were disapp<»nted tf the 
'^ pleasure you expected from the conv^mplion 
^^ of Mr. Jones. I^ ^ who have no nueac in «iy- 
'' ' self, and am not moved with the concord of 
'^ ^«W6et wunds/ have <^n been chagrined hj 
^' having the wfa<^ time aigrossed with dis^<Murse 
'faboat Uoeedle Aim and4ti?ee«Ue dee^ and itneems 

^ Tbo Bev« Wm. Jones, of Naylsnd. f U\m»fM. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WILUAM STEVENS^ ESQ. 65 

^' that yoa with a soul full of harmony, were dis- 
^^ concerted. Prom the bandying of civilities 
^^ between the Professors, it was rather an uncivil 
^' business to the rest of the company ; and Mr. 
'^ Jones's volttntaiy seems to have been so much 
^ of an involuntary, that I am afraid he did not 
^^ appear so much to advantage as I could have 
^^ wished him to have done. I certainly received 
^' a pared addressed to me at Messrs. Sykes^ 
^* Snaith, and Co. which I understood to he from 
^^ Mrs. Gunning, and on opening it wondered 
^^ how you came to send me Dean Digby's Lec- 
^'turcs; but your letter has unravelled the mys- 
^^ tery, and taught me that the parcel was /or and 
^^ not from Mrs. Gunning. It shall be taken care 
" of, and accQixipi^iiy me on my journey. Having 
^^ taken ample revenge, and let fly my volley of 
^^ nonsense liiU in your &ce, I now bear no ma- 
^' lice nor hatred in my heart, but am in perfect 
^^ chvity wifli you, and will conclude myself, as 
'^ usual, with most cordial remembrances to Peter 
•' and the resit of die family, 

^^ Your truly affectionate." 

The following fetter to Mrs. Gunning contains 
such an agreeafofe mixture of the lively and the 
grave, particularly in his description of his inter- 
view in a stage coach with a young clergyman, 

P 
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who certainly took Mr. Stevens for one, that I 
cannot deny myself the pleasure of transcribing 
the whole: 

'' London, Oct 15, 1793. 
*' It is now some time, nobody can deny, since 
'^ I parted from my good friends at Farnborongh, 
'^ and I have occasionally thought it would be no 
*^ more than civil, just to express the grateful 
*' sense I entertained of their kind attentions to a 
''poor, miserable hop-jack: but hitherto they 
'' have been vain thoughts. To be sure, I might 
'' allege, that I have been, as the Poet of JBneas 
'' sweetly sings, 

a 4 ^rack'd and tosf, 

<< < And bounc'd from fnUar unto post' 

'' but it would be a mere trick ; .for, notwithstand- 
'' ing all my bandyii^ about from place to place, 
'' there certainly has been leisure enou^ to 
'' write volumes ; and nothing less than one of 
''the deadly sins, commonly celled sloth, is to 
'' be assigned as the true caus^ of my so long 
" having left undone the thing which I ought to 
" have done. Of the adventures in ray pere- 
" grinations, it would be needless to speak, Imv- 
" ing nothing in them curious or entertainipg, 
" like my friend Will. Marvel's^ were it not that 
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'^ Otherwise, instead of volumes, as above talked 
" <tf, I should not be able to proceed fietr in a sin- 
'^gle sheet; for I experience what the poor 
^^ Bishop complained of, who used to observe 
^' that, when he sat down to write, he found him- 
^^ himself deficient in two trifling requisites, mat- 
^' ter and words, through the lack of which, no 
^^ great Ihings were to be done. 

'^ You will therefore excuse iny mentioning, 
'^ however trifling, a few particulars of my late 
'^ movements, which you may read or not, accord- 
^' ing as you feel yourself disposed, and which I 
*' conclude you will pass over, when I recollect 
*^ that curiosity is no ingredient in the female 
'^ character. 

^' By the friendly assistance of good Mr. 
'' Quick, you knowj I was conveyed in the easiest 
'^ manner from your house to Bath, and by the 
'^indulgence of the worthy Doctor, who attended 
'^ me, the ride was made pleasant. From Bath I 
'^ set out in the coach with company none of the 
'^ best, as you will readily believe, when you are 
^' infermed that there was only one passenger, 
'^ including myself. At Devizes we took iip a 
'^ young divine, who enquired much after the 
^' British Critic, of whom I gave the best intelR- 
'*; gence I could, recommending him to the young 
'' man's notice ; and^ in the course of conversation^ 

P2 
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^ asking me if I knew this ot that Bish^^ I Made 
'^ him siare^ and his mouth water> by telting \xm, 
'^ I personally knew the whole Beneh ; for he coiold 
** not help exclaiming, AVhat a nice acquaintance 
^' for a elergjrman ! At the end of about six miles, 
^"^ he got out to walk over the fteldstoa friend's 
^' house^ and to relate to him what strange things 
'^ he had heard^ devise y^ the happy man emUd 
^' be that had the ear of six-and-twenty Bishops; 
^' and observe vfhat pretty pickings he must have 
^' in the Church. Plrom thitt time to the present 
'^^ moment^ when I am returned to ffistrtbute 
^"^ Queen Anne's bounty f<wr die augm€99Mwn of 
^ pear Clergy j as it stands recorded in the pre^ce 
'^ of John Bacon's last edition of the IMa Valo- 
<^ rum^ though I have visited many places^ and seen 
'^ variety of company, have assisted at h^-^^k- 
^^ ing in Kent, the two most material articles noted 
^^ down in the tablet of my memory are, tliat one 
^^ day I met an honest man, who, aftor expressing 
^^ his thankfubiess for the blessings of a ftae har- 
'^ vest, v^ch would bring some relief to Ae poor, 
'^ assured me, that if Government ^d not so<m ky 
^^ H tax, and a heavy tax too, on spinnidg-jennies, 
^^ &e nation would, in a short time, be in as bad 
*f a condition as France — and another day, I rede 
^' sixty miles on hcmebadk : which, for an old 
'' v^roman^ was tiiou^t a great foat And now 
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^* finding I shall be able^ wUhout adverting to 
*^ tbmgs of leaser moment, to i^read a su£&cient 
^^ qimntity of black over the remaining white, so 
/^ Bs to B^ke a suitable mixture^ I wiU proceed to 
^' the bumieds in view, when I sat down to Write, 
*' which was first to desire that the manuscript 
^' sermons left with the Doctor and yoUr brother 
'^ may be made up in a parcel and i^nt me forth^ 
" with> BM they are wanted — and next to throw what 
^' light you tBh upon a story I heard somewhere, 
^' I bdieve from you or Prank, of an Irirfi pr<^• 
^' late, asking Old John with great surprise^ if 
'^ what he had heard was ttue, that he (Old John) 
'^ knew the names of all his parishioners, or some- 
^^ thing of that sort ; and Old John's answer^ 
'^ \thich surprisisd hira still more : I have ia con- 
'' fttsisd idea of something, but I hardly know 
'^ what tkit deserves to be recorded, and haviiig 
'^ an opportunity of introducing it to advantage^> 
'^ where it will not be lost, I could wish for all the 
^^ purtitmlarsi and hope you will be able to help 
^^ me to them. Old Jones is going on wjfh his 
'^ Iit€!rary aeei^unt of the lifd and writings of our 
^^ dear Bishop, which I tfust will be an acceptable 
^^ present to tlte public; both ehtertoining and 
^^edifyitig: but it Will not be ready tp make its 
'^ appearance with the two new viwiumeg of ser*- 
*' iBons ; which may be ei^pectdd in another tn<>nUi> 
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'^ the whole being nearly printed^ and W£Uttng for 
'^ an engraving, which^ after all our endeavours^ 
^' will not exhibit so pleasing a likeness of the 
'^ person, as the discourses do of the mind of the 
'^ amiable man. To fill up what is wanting it 
*^ will be sufficient to remember most cordially all 
'^ my worthy friends at Famborough, at Corston, 
'^ at Bath, and to say how much gratified with the 
'^ sight of your feir hand-writing, and a good 
'^ account of your health, and of Mrs. Quicks, 
*' which was but indifferent, and of the rest, will 
'^beto 

'' Your very affectionate." 

It appears by the next letter that he had been 
strongly pressed to come to Farnboroug^ to Dr. 
Gunning's, and in a strain of great jocularity 
vmtes thus to Mrs. Gunning as to his mode of 
conveyance : 

'' August, % 1794^, ' 
'^ "What a lucky circumstance, that there was 
'^ such an assembly of wits, at the time my letter 
'^to Frank arrived, to lay their heads together 
'^ and contrive the best method of enforcing the 
*' Habeas Corpus Act, notwithstan<ting the pre- 
^' sent suspension of it. I hope, however, they 
did not forget their dinner on the occasi<m. 
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V and I hope also that their deliberations will not 
^' be considered as a plot against the State. 

^^ Of all the schemes proposed by my learned 
*' and ingenious friends for the more easy con- 
^' veyance of my dear self from Kintbury to Bath, 
'^ and saving some of the many thousand bumpi^ 
'' that flesh is heir to, I must be worse than a 
'' Kalmuck not to prefer being under the conduct 
'' of the ladies from Devizes ; but then, vain as 
*^ you have taught me to be, I am not vain enough 
'^ to suppose, I am any way entitled to such hon- 
^^ our; neither can I think of troubling the good 
'^ Doctor to come to Marlborough, not flattering 
*^ mysdf I am so worth having as to be worth 
'^ fetching at that rate. In regard to your bro- 
" ther, he is a fine bustling fellow, and 6ne would 
'^ not mind leading him a wild goose chase. You 
'' suppose it will not be convenient for me to stay 
*' at Kintbury till he returns from Leicester^ 
^^ which will not be before the 20lh of August: 
'^ but why do you suppose any such thing? How 
^' it will be in his way to call on me I know not ; 
^^ but if it should suit him to look in upon me here 
'^ about that time, it will suit me as well as any 
" time, and one would earnestly wish him to be 
^' of the party when I make my visit to Farn- 
" borough. If he travel in his chair, and his wife 
'^ with him, I suppose I am to be strapped on 
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^^ behind^ with the portHmntean^ which ulrill imjce 
'' all things easy except to the poor hoi^e^ who is 
'^ to draw us. So you see^ I am at your mercy, 
'' and you are now to let me know wl^ is to be 
'' done. You must acquaint me with Fraidc's 
'' pka of operations^ and I must hdd myself in 
'^ readiness accordingly. Upon the whdle, I 
^^ question whether it is not a perplexing buainess, 
'^ and whether the dmrter way would not be to do 
^' as others have done before me^ step into a Bath 
^' coach^ iuomI say nothing to nob^^. I ww giad 
*' to hear your good mother Was so well, and that 
*' there was a chance of my seeing her. I wish 
''you eouM have given a better acowut of 
''yourself, for I am still of opinion that Uiere 
" would be no danger in your being well. To the 
" worthy executor I am obliged ft)r his Ubearality 
" to the Scotch episcopal clergy. The draught 
" you mention may be taken at Bath with as good 
" effect as in London. 

" I am afraid by my visit being deferred I skaH 
" not see all the olive branches. Last year I 
" promised the Rector some good^ soimd manu- 
" script divinity, and this year I hope to perfciin 
" it, having a pared in my portmanteau. So he 
'' will pray there may be m> spiritual pads on the 
" way to rob me. Make my best respects to him And 
'' all my other good friends, and believe me, &c." 
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To pro? e how lively all his lelbers were, would 
be to copy the whole of the correspood^ce now 
lying before me : — But I do not mean so to deal 
With my reader^ especklly as to prove the trtith 
of what has been already asserted of Mr. Stevens^ 
a4 w^ll as in the furtbef portraiture of his life^ 
partSj if ftot the whole, of many of his k^tws mast 
be copi^« in all of which the sam^ liveliness of 
manner, with the saitie serionsness of thinking 
wis appear. He never appears to have kept a 
diary (nt journal of his proceedings, as many wise 
and good persons have done, and l^ve thotight 
that if it were faithftiUy and honestly done, it was 
toother i3leans of grace, and an incentive to good 
actions and reditude of moi^ conduct But 
while he was at Famborough, al Dr. Gunning's, 
ort thfe visit mentioned in the preceding letter, il 
s^ppears as if Mrs. €hiniiing had u#ged him to d6 
so. And after he left her house, he sent her the 
following diary, for one week> which is certainly 
i» ^tertaining as aiiy I have ever sadn. — Much 
playfolness <rf wit, a perfect good humour, which 
is AoW and then mixed with sOund and serioud 
reflectioHS, which evidently were the spring and 
foundation of aH his Words and actions : for in no 
man was ever more truly verified the saying of 
our l^ssed Lord^ ^' Out c€ the abutidanoe of the 
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^^ heart the mouth speaketh/' than in the persotf 
whose life we are now contemplating. 

'' Wednesday, September 3, 1794.— At Mr. 
^' Mead^s — rose early — anxious for my portman- 
\^ teau — ^pleased to see the servant going with if 
'' on his shoulder to the coach — wished it safe at 
'^ Kintbury — had my fears about it — walked for an 
'' hour around the fields with Dr. Gunning — com- 
'^ pared notes, agreed the conversation flat the day 
*' befwe — could not guess why — perhaps Dr. B — , 
*' who was of the party, could — he wished to meet 
'' Mr. Stevens ; query, if he ever wished to 
'* meet him again. After breakfast, todi leave of 
*' my friends : may be, final — ^had not rode fiir, when 
^' rec(dlected had not paid Nancy for postage and 
'' washerwoman's bill — ^went back, was told by 
'^ Mr. Meade she would abuse me for preciseness— 
'^ memory sadly treacherous, an infirmity com- 
*' mmi to age — ^beguiled the way by ruminating on 
** the incidents of the last fortnight — thou^t wi A 
*' satisfaction on the morning, noon-tide and 
'^ evening walks to the church with the good Dr. 
'' to view progress— mightily amusing to see crther 
'^ people work — should work myself— much to be 
'' done, and little time to do it in — the worthy 
^' Rector : not idle he loveth our tuUumj and hoB 
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^^ htdlt a church — charity edifieth — called to mind 
^ the pleasant excursion to the clerical meeting at 
'' Bristol, and the happy expedient hit upon by 
^^ Petar and me to escape the overflowings of 
'' turtle soup, and save harmless our best clothes— 
'Maudable solidtude well rewarded !— reflected 
'^ with complacency on the many agreeable rides 
'^ to and fro, between Famborough and 'Bath-~ 
'^ Nancy by my side— enlivening creation — highly 
'' flattered by the very friendly attention of good 
*^ Mrs. Quick — the apostolic injunction, use hos* 
'^ pitaUty without grudging j never more rcli- 
'' giously observed than in Paragon Buildings— 
'^ greatly delighted with the performance of the 
'* service the two Sundays at the Octagon Chapel : 
'^ both excellent men — ^recollected Mrs. Quick's 
" remark on Prank's sermon, a happy faculty in 
^^ combining scripture and comparing spiritual 
'' things with spiritual — ^very just— Bishop Home 
*' likewise eminent in that way — ^thought of the 
'' well-spread table on Monday, and the kind, ac- 
^^ commodating disposition of the invaluable 
^' hostess — when, after an eariy dinner, I bid adieu 
^' to Bath — could not say as Sam. Jc^nson once 
'' did, ' a good dinner. Sir, but not a dinner to 
^^^ invite a man to' — much gratified by a gentle 

^' squeeze of the hand from Kitty j on getting 

^' into the chaise. Mem. In my grand climacteric—- 
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'' wondar vrbat it couM meaa — pursued ray jotr- 
^^ ney^ mwing' BtK>B many tkings — awi^ed from 
'^ rny reverie by horse stopping at Kifitbwy*-^otlid 
^^ a letter from Will. Hornej complaininf > Aat 
^^ when I got among the kdies^ single or manried^ 
'^ it was all one^ — nothing could Hiore me— ftode- 
'' nyingfects — must plead guilty — atemydinft^-^ 
*' entertained my friends with a relation of my 
'' adventures^ and die wonders I had seen — they 
^ much edified thereby— portmanteau not ir- 
'^ rived--H3ent after it, but no tidings-^-Hstrange lilis^ 
'^ givings of mind about it — ^wished Z had done as 
^' Peter did, aodrode in my new coat — went to bed 
^' heavy-heajrted^--deptlitde. 

'' Thursday, Sept* 4* — ^Up rose the sun soonr-** 
'' not so soon up rose I — ^looked out at the window*-" 
^^ in my mind's eye saw Peter u^odc the two 
^ gates and go to the churck-^wished to dee with 
'^ my bod^y eye the portmanteau on the servaAt*9 
^^ shoulder ooming> as i had seen it goings but 
*' no such good luckr-^sent after it once more — aU 
^' in vain — wrote five letters, one to Mr* Meade re- 
'' Itfesentiftg, in pathetic terms, my distress, and ifn- 
" ploring his assistance — and one to youikg Peter, 
^' inviting him to Kintbury, on Sttnday^ to hfear 
^' Farnborough news. If not better engaged, and 
^'^fering young Meyrick with him---on reeoUe(V 
^' (ion> could tiot» with honour, be oitiittcMl^liBd 
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^ given him i^eaeoii to expect it^be had seen Miss 
^f M ■ iM. P at Ramsbury in my absence— had inti- 
*^ mated that a letter would find its way without 
*' difficulty. I would not willingly fimrfeit Peter's 
^^ goodopinion-^readHanway'strav^ — his motto 
" ^ Ne9er despair/ — hope my portmanteau is not 
^^ lost — eompany to dinner — conversation of 
^^ ftirmers sometimes not less amusing than that 
*^ of literary men — perhaps not less edifying— 
^^ in the evening a sober game of whist — door 
<^ opened — ^who comes?— ^nter portmanteau-* 
*' joy in every countenance — particularly mine — 
^ Hanway in the right — a sensible man-*-4>est 
'^ never to despair — remember ^at. 

^' Friday, Sept. 5. — Up soon after six o'clock— 
'' break£u»ted at eight — wrote another letter to 
<^ Mr. Meade to say, a little patience would have 
^^ sav^ me ^ trouble of vnriting and him of 
^^ reading — ^both have heard of the patience of 
^ Job to little purpose, as of many other virtues — 
^ went to Church — congregation reminded me 
'^ of Peter's at the Octagon — three old women, 
'^ including mys^f— dmed out — had no reason 
'^ to complain — ^received as much as communis 
'^ eated — trust I did not come worse out of com- 
*^ pany than I went in — ^bad indeed if I did— 
^' conduded with a rubber. 

^'Satorday, Sept. 6, — By an act of vio- 
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'^ lence^ turned myself omt rf bed soon after 
'^Mx o'clock — shaved my head all over — an 
'^ easier task than fonnerly^ thanks to Old 
'' Time — he, with his razor, has smoothed the 
^' way for me — meditated a ride to Mr. Saw- 
'' bridge's — ^threatened rain — glad of an excuse — 
'' indolence prevailed — read Han way's Travds — 
*^ his story of Nadir Shah curious but horrid — 
'^ read what you will, no denying the Fall : all 
*' nature, all history bear witness to the truth of 
'^ Revelation — walked in the garden to prepare 
'^ the sUnnach for the food, while the food was 
'^ preparing for the stomach — after dinner sat 
'^ a while^— made a party quarrciin the evening, 
'^ and went to bed in good time: 

^' Sunday, Sept. 7. — Got up once more-*-a day 
'^ of rest but not of idleness : lawful to do good on 
'^ the Sabbath-day--devoted to pleasure — right, if 
'' pleasure be devotion. Dr. Dekny reckons 
'' up the natural advantages of the Sabbath— 
^^ it promotes cleanliness, and cleanliness con- 
'' duces to health — rest from labour renjews 
^^ strength, and enables to perf<»*m more la- 
*' bour-T^thought on Peter at the Octagon — ^not 
^^ a whit behind Frank in illustmting Scripture 
'^ truths — audience in raptures — about ten o'clock 
*^ arrived young Peter, and his young compa^ 
^' nion, in good time for church ; had a seriour 
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"^' walk, Peter and I in the garden — seemed to 
"•^ be reconciled to study and confinement — ex- 
'^ pressed my hopes^ though the Duke of Somer- 
'' set and Lord Webb had carried oflF a great 
*' deal of Greek and Latin with them^ they had 
*' left a sufficient quantity for him — ^both young 
'^ visitors preferred duck to boiled mutton — splayed 
'^ a good knife and fork with that and apple-pie — 
'' went to Church in the afternoon — drank tea — 
^' finished with a piece of plum-cake and a glass 
^ <tf wine^ and took leave^ to all appearance 
'^ perfectly well pleased wiUi their excursion — 
^' in the evening read Bishop Home's Considera- 
^' tioQs on the USe and Death of John the 
'^ Baptist — not inferior to the best of his 
*' works. 

'^ Monday^ Sqpt. 8. — ^A dull morning, wet, and 
*' likely to be so, barometer sunk, spirits low — 
*' the inftuence of the air on the body, and, while 
'' lA the body, on the soul, very great : what 
'^ wonder ! in it we live and move, and have our 
'^ being— exercise necessary to quicken the cir- 
'^ culation, and raise the spirits — day spent in 
*^ readings and the oppressive employment of 
'^ eating and drinking — a rubber at night. 

" Tuesday, Sept. 9. — Another wet day — began 
'^ to be anxious alxNit getting to town — afraid 
^^ the weather would not do for riding on horse- 
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^' back — ^remember the portmanteau — ^aH may be 
'^ well — a poor creature— good for nothing — 
'^ engaged to dine at Dr. Griffiths*s — the walk 
^^ not so uncomfortable as expected — a sad thing 
'' to be a coward — a good soldier should endure 
'^ hardness—where are the fearful ?— cdrapany, 
'' only Dr. Griffiths^ his cbughter^ a Counsel 
^^ learned in the law^ and myself. Gentle pas- 
'^ sions^ (says Jonas Han way) and moderate en- 
^^ joyments, in the track of religion and common 
^^ eense^ are things always within our reach^ aftd 
" certainly productive of the end we aim at— 
'^ applicable in the present instance. Parsons 
^^ apt to think lawyers rogue»— lawyers apt to 
^* think parsons fools — the Doctor continues the 
^' practice of toasts — good Mrs. Quick was ' riot 
^^ forgotte^-^no meeting without cards— ombre 
^^ always made a part of the amusement of the 
^' wits and statesmen in the Tory Administra- 
^^ tion ctf Queen Anne^-Jiad a blustering i<^ 
'^ home. — — Film, 

*^ And now you s^e what a week's joilrnd is, 
'^ how literaDy I am a thing of nougiit> how truly 
'* my tin)e passeth away like a shadow. You 
'^ desired to hear, and yon hear with a witness. 
'' If your head did not ache befi)re, Qurdy it will 
^' ache after kbouring througli this tedious scrawl, 
'^ and well is it that it can be eontiniied no far* 
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*' thcf . ExcHse me this once, and I will be more 
^^ careful in fiiture. Let me know you have 
'^ sunrived it, and it will be a relief to my mind 
^^ and my conscience. With best wishes to all, 
'' Ever your's.'' 

Of the delight which I have mentioned young 
people always took in Mr. Stevens^s society, 
the reader will cease to wonder, when he reads 
his own idea of the propriety of mixing young and 
old people together in company ; and in his state- 
ment of the character erf old pa^le, he fully pour- 
trays his own. 

'' To hear you talk of our enjoying our friends 
'' a little longer; and of our not being likely to 
" die of old age yet, is laughable enough. Why, 
^' you are a brisk lively lass, just in your prime, 
'' full of epigram and fun; but I am- a poor old 
'' creature, with one foot in the grave, sans teeth^ 
'' sans taste, sans eyes, sans every thing. There 
'' is sense in your not separating from society, 
'' who can be a useful member of it ; you have 
'^ the day before you, and may do much work ; 
^' but with me the night is come, in which no 
^' man can work : it is past twelve o'clcAdc, and 
" time to go to bed. Dr. Gregory, indeed, in 
'' his comparative view, recommends the associat* 

G 
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'^ ing the old with the young; and it may be pro- 
^^ fitable to both^ as with a little attention it may 
'f serve to keep all parties in good humour, which 
'' is a very good thing; it may mak6 the old, by 
'' the lively, agreeable conversation ot the young, 
'^ forget their infirmities ; and it may lead the 
'^ young, from observing the calmed passions and 
^^ pkcid manners of the old, to consider old age, 
'' to which they are advancing, as no uncomfort- 
'' able state, nor any formidable eviK" 

The sentiments of this excellent man, as to the 
uses to be made of an acquisition of fortune, are so 
excellent, that I cannot deny myself the gratificia- 
tion of transcribing, nor the reader the pleasure of 
perusing, the two following letters : and, indeed, 
there never were persons, who so literally fulfUled, 
from the suggestions of their own benevolent dis- 
positions, all Mr. Stevens's ideas of the true use of 
riches. For it will be seen from the letters ttiem- 
selves, that the excellent Doctor G. employed the 
first fruits of wealth which had been bequeathed 
to him in adorning the house of God, and in works 
of charity and benevolence. All Mr. Stevens's 
letters breathe so much of affection to his friends, 
so much benevolence to all, and so much right 
feelings of religion, that the difficulty I find is to 
impose upon myself the irksome duty of withhold- 
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in^ any of his correspondence with which I have 
been furnished. 

'' London, March 4, 1794. 

^^ I wfts afraid it was bad with the executor's 
^' wife, that she did not herself acquaint me with 
^' their great and good fortune ; for I was sure she 
^^ mist conclude^ I should be pleased to receive 
^' ^ a fiiH^ trucj and particular account' of the 
^^ bequest^ with all its concomitant circumstances^ 
'^ in her own descriptiye style ; and it was with no 
'^ small satis&jcdon I saw^ what I had long 
'^ anxiously looked for^ a superscription in your 
^^ hand-writings as I flattered myself^ it was a sigpfi 
'^ you had recovered your wonted brilliancy ; but, 
'^ alas ! to my great mortification, I found, upon 
^' opening the letter, that your poor head was still 
^^ in as uncomfortable a state as ever, and that 
'^ you wrote, not because you were better, but 
^' because you saw little chance of being better. 

^^ If 1 were to say, as you think you hear me 
'^ say, ^ the fortune is certainly great, but good 
^' 'only as you make use of it;M should have 
^' no hesitation to say further, that to you, I doubt 
'^ ni*, it would be as good as it was great; and 
^' the m<Mre you fear answering for yourself, the 
^' less i fear answering for you, that you will be 
^' equally disposed, with your worthy husband, to 

63 
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'1 put k in bags that wax not dd/ luui ^use it^ as 
*' ' not abusing it/ You had before learnt ' to be 
'^ ^ careful for nothing/ but ^ to cast all your care 
'' ' upon him^ who car^ethfor you/ and you have in 
'^ no wke lost your renvard. I could wii^ it might 
^f pleaae God to give you health to enjoy all the 
^^ Uesaings around you : but we are all beggars^ 
'^ and beggars must not be choosers. If ev^y 
'^ thing went on smoothly^ and there were no 
'' rubs in the way^ we should be apt to foi^et 
'^ ' the decease we have to aqcompliifa>' and be 
^^ tempted to say^ ' it is good for us to be here / 
'^ which would jusitly jufaject us to the censure of 
'' ' not knowing what we said/ 

'^ It is a pity I should have damped your 
'^ genius^ and fatevented the display of it in 
'' illustrating y<Mir newly ac^ired curioMties^ 
'^ by my stupidity. Who knows but it mi^t have 
'^ inspired me with a taste for the fine arts^ and 
'^ given me a relish for antiquities ? If it could 
" be done^ it nnght be expected from; the winnings 
^'bewitching way you have of communicating 
'^ your ideas^ and making every subject you 
'' handle intelligible and entertaining. Tte li- 
f< brary, with the addition of Mr. W.'s valuable 
f' collection^ in such admirable condition^ will 
'' be splendid indeed, and much in Peter's favour, 
^' who, instead of bdng thrust into a dark hdie. 
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^^ as he k at present^ will come forth into open 
^^ day, and have the best room in the house for 
'^ bis study, which i/ou knoto the master of the 
^' liomej as he is, should have. The building 
''^ of a new chancel, and the improvements to be 
^' made in that quarter, are worthy of Peter, who 
^^ loves to have ^ every thing done decently and 
^' ' in iMrder/ Thus what he does wiM be every 
*^ way hanctoome, within and without, there can 
'^ be no question : he will ^ not offer unto Ood 
*^ '^of that which costs him nothing/ Whether 
^^ I shall come to see how you are going on: is 
'' very uncertain. But if I do not, I cannot believe 
^' that you will think it is, because I am hot in- 
*^ terested at all about you. Remember there is 
*^ a time when the strong men will bow them- 
*^ sdves, when fears shall be in the way, when 
'' tfie grasshopper ishall be a burden, and desire 
*' dhall fail : remember these things, and you will 
'^ not wonder if you do not see me, 

'' And so your brother is full of learning He- 
'*brew, and translating some part of Bull's 
*' Worlisi. There ai'e some ladies how in Gay- 
^^ street wkk Whom he migfit have agreeable 
*' conversation on the subject of Hebrew roots ; 
^' Mrs. and Miss Attham, the dai^ter and 
'' grand-daughter of Mr. PaATuirst : (hey lodge 
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'' in the same house with Miss Horseley^ the 
'' sister of the Bishop of Rochester. With what 
'^ view is your brother translating Bishop Ball, 
'^ and what part of his works ? I suppose he 
'' knows that some of them have been already 
^' translated. I am glad to hear be and his wife 
'^ are both well and happy. 

'' I am not surprised to hear the Principal is 
'' very indifferent ; he is some years older than 
'^ I am ; he has threatened to leave us every now 
^^ and tben, and at last most likely he will : but as 
** Old Latimer said to Ridley^ who looked behind 
*' him, when they were gmng to the stake^ ' Here 
^' ' I am. Master Ridley, after you as fast as I 
'' 'can;' so I may say to the Principal, coming 
'' after you as fiaust as I can. It is comfortable 
^' the old lady keeps so well, as probaUy she has 
'^ some exercise for her strength and patience, 
'' or strength of patience, read it which way you 
'' will. 

'' So poorly as you have been, I am afirakl you 
'^ have not been able to turn over the good 
'' Bishop's two last volumes. They are well 
'' spdcen of, and I believe there will be a call soon 
'' for another edition. 

'^ Being got to the length of my letter, I 
'* must conclude with best respects to aU friends. 
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*' not having room to particularize^ and best 
'^ wishes for the re-establishment of your health 
^"^ and spirits. 

'' Ever your's^ &c/' 

'' Dear Madam^ LandoUy July 4, 1794. 

'' After the pitiable account given of you by 
'^ our reverend and wcathy dignitary^ the sight 
'^ (^ a supersoription in your &ir hand was re- 
^' fresMng beyond measure^ and I read with 
'^ peculiar pleasure that you found yourself better 
^^ than for many months past : for though John 
^' Norr^ somewhere obsarves^ with his usual 
^^ smartness^ the danger is in being well, not in 
'' being My I fear your being dangerous^ ill, 
*^ and shall always rejoice to hear you are well, 
*^ having no apprehension^ from your manner of 
^' spending the time of healthy of your ever |l>eing 
^' dangerously xoeU. Good Mrs. Quick ! with 
*' what heartfdt delight does she receive you 
^"^ in the mornings and minister to your amuse- 
'^ ment through the day !^ Placid Peter ! with what 
'^ compbicency does he hail youjr return in the 
^^ evening ! May the waters and 'the exercise 
*' restore you to comfortable healthy and may you 
'^ live' to see your diildrea's children^ and peace 
'^ upon Israel ! 
/' Prom the rapid progress made in the re- 
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'' pairm^^ enlarging', and beautifying of the 
*' church, I perceive my worthy friend intends to 
^^ furnish an exception to Sir Roger de Coverly's 
*' observation, that church-work is slow, and I 
'' see, likewise, that he is commendably deter- 
^^ mined, after the example of Solomon, to finish 
*' the house of God, before be finishes his own 
^' house ; though some, perhaf^i, may be disposed 
*' to dub him, for bis pains, a second SBlomon, 
*' in the less ftivourable acceptation of the word. 
^ And the good man has not only the satis&ction 
^^ to find the great work carried on with leal 
^' and alacrity, none weakening the hands o€ the 
*' people, or troubling them, as in die re*bmilding 
^' of the temple ; but he has Ae pleasure to re- 
^' fleet, that when the woric is finished, none of 
'^ those who knew the church in its fom^r state^ 
'* will have reason, on recollection, to weep and 
" lament, but all may diout aloud for joy. 

'^ And so you say, knowing what a poor, dull, 
" stupid creature I am, you almost despair of my 
" having curiosity enough to ccnne and view the 
** alterations tricing |rface at Famboroiigh. To 
'^ be sure it is a pity you should not be indulged 
*' the opportunity (^ displaying your genius, and 
" showing how cleverly you have managed mat- 
'' ters. Methinks I hear you relating with inex- 
^' pressible glee^ and the hsqppiest fluency, bow 
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^^ you planned this/ and y<m contrirod ttait^ you 
^' suggested the other improv^Eneat ; how Pctet 
'^ would have had ^s so^ and so^ and how auk- 
'^ ward it would have been, you knoWy and how 
'' much better it is, how much more convenient, 
'' and more elegant, for being agreeable to your 
'^ direction. But what a mortification would it 
^' be, when I ought to be all wonder and surprise* 
^^ to hear me come out with a cold phlegmatic no, 
'^ or yes ! Indeed you might console yourself 
'^ with pitying my want of taste and spirit : but 
^' would that be a sufficient gratiik^tion ? Upon 
^' tk^ whole, perhaps, it may be advisable not 
''to hazard the disappointment, but leave tiie 
'' hum drum mortal to himself, absorbed in his 
*^^ own vanity. 

'' Wb^hcr you vnH admit my application of 
'' the text aHuded to in my last, or not, I never 
'' made a nu^e apposite one, and I feel the force 
of it. Grey Imirs are found upon him, it is 
saifd, and he knoweth it not. That person, I 
suppose, had but a few. Mine are too many, 
and too visible, erven to esci^ my notice, dis- 
posed as I may be to wink at diem. While 
others go far and wide to see rtmsj I baxe only 
to look in the glass ; a ruin presente itself, and 
' the bu^ness is done. You wasit me, after 
having beheld my natural &ce in a ^ass, to 
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'' go my way^ and straightway forget what 
'.' manner of man I was ; but treacherous as my 
'' memory is, that cannot be^ the lines are too 
'^ strong and deep^ the impression is not so easily 
'^ e£kced. 

^' You urge me to come to hear all, and m a 
^' further inducement^ you observe^ thi^ beskles 
^' what you have to say^ Peter has a deal to tell 
^' me, which every one allows is much more to 
'^ the purpose. The hearing of what Peter has 
'' to offer on any subject would certwnly be an 
'' additional motive for wishing myself at Fam- 
''borough, and its being more to the purpose 
'' than what you have to say, you evidently shew 
'' to be your stated opinion, no less than that of 
'' others, by the silence you regularly observe 
'' whenever he is about to speak, and your never 
'^ fieuling to let him take the lead in aH conver- 
'' sation ; but, what you have to say yourself is 
'' always so much to the purpose, that to hear it 
'' I would cheerfully submit to all the bumps I 
^' dbould receive in the ride from home to the 
'' happy spot, which on a moderate computation, 
'' at the rate of one thousand per mile, the quan- 
'' tity observed by a friend of mine to be uni- 
'' formly received in that space, would amount 
'' to the sum of one hundred and fifteen thowand 
^' and upwards. So you see it is not for the want 
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'' of inducement or inclination ; the feuk is in 
'' the dd materials. But after all, notwithstand- 
^' \ng I have no other attendant than my old man 
^' William,* I should think crowded as you are 
'' with real curiasiHeSj you would not wish 
^^ any more antiques at present, and had rather 
'^ haye the room than the company of such 
^' rubbish. 

^^ I mentioned in a letter to your brother a 
'' design I had uptrn the Doctor, and I am obliged 
^^ to him for humouring me in my fancies. 
^' He ha)» the thanks of the Scotch Episc(^al 
'^ Church; which were transmitted to me in a 
^^ lett^ from the ^hop of Aberdeen; and 
^' their prayers he may be sure of, which he will 
'^ think worth all the money, not to mentk>n 
'^ the Bishop's blessing, whidi, perhaps, he 
'' may Uiink not inferior in value to that of his 
'^ own diocesan." 



* By his man William, this worthy man meant himself y 
for he never had any other attendant. Withont the least 
particle of parsimony, he never would have a servant, for 
two reasons: ist. Because he disliked the trouble of it; and 
next,. because he was desirous of reducing his personal ex- 
penses within as narrow a compass as possible, that he might 
have the more to give away. He had many jokes about kU 
man William^ using to say, he had no more fauUi than 
himself. 
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Upcm the subjeet of Dr. Ounning*s pious care 
in acU»*ning and beautifying his churdi^ he ftirtber 
writes^ in another letter : 

'' I am sorry you should have set your heart on 
'' my beang at the evening of the churchy as that 
'' was at no time probable^ and is now entirely 
'' out of the question. What may happen in 
'^ the spring no one can tell^ but as ' life never 
^' 'knows the return of the spring/ the ciiances 
''are against my being then at FarnS^ough. 
" The tow«r, it was imagined^ tsould faU on 
" FetCTj^ and I conclude it did^ but I trust with- 
'' out doing him any material injury^ as^ you 
'' mention no such tMing, and speak of it& being 
''finished and k)oking very ha^lsome. Iff^eter 
" will be so d^gbted mth tiie pulfnt, when it 
" is up^ how d^ghted will you be when he is 
" in it ! I am glad the way to the ehurch is 
" made smooth and easy : it is to be hoped the 
" people will not want to be ,t(M^ thds is the wiOf, 
'' waUcye m iL" 

This Worthy man was ptfev^nted by itthess from 
attending the opening of the church at Parn- 

*-. Bttl^^egood Mtto^wiilter liiniislied<an ekgantdbckto 
this tower, which cost him upwards of 70I. 
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borough^ in the month of March, 179b, but 
when he heard of it, by a letter from Mrs. 
Gunning, thus he answers: 

''ikforeAlO, 1795. 
'' Many thanks for the pleasing account of the 
^' feast of dedication. Methinks I see the good 
'^ Peter, with the keys at his girdle, as eager to 
^^ open the doors of the temple, as the people could 
'^ be to have them opened. That they had such 
'^ a desire and longing to enter into ttie courts of 
^^ the. Lord lodksweU: and as Charity believeth 
'' all things, let Charity believe it was from a 
'' better motive than that of idle curiosity. The 
'' Doctor's pensioners in put^Bg off their old 
^' dothes will be reminded to put off the old man ; 
" and in putting on their new clothes to put on 
'' the new man : and you will, have the satis&c- 
'' tion to s^ the scions which you have planted 
'^ became, by the blessing of God, trees of righ- 
'^ teousness. Though your good man was never 
'' happier in his life than in* seeiAg the Church so 
" full, and in preaching the Gospel, after the ex- 
" ample of his Master, to the poor; yet I could 
'' have wish^, for th^ sake of the rich at a dis- 
'' tance, that the day had bcjen more favourable, 
" that they might have been gratified in hearing 
'' him. Crimson velvet, with a deep gold fringe. 
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''and every thing to answer it! handsome in- 
'' deed ! * Where is the Lord worshipped in the 
'' beauty of holiness^ if not within thy walls ? 
'' Thither may the tribes go up to give thanks 
'' to the name of the Lord — and peace be within 
''thee!" 

To close this matter, so anxious was this ex- 
cellent man, no less than his worthy friend. Dr. 
Gunning, that every thing, relating to the sacred 
offices of religion, should be done decently and 
in order, that he sent the Doctor a beautiful little 
service of communion plate, fit for the pocket, to 
use in administering the holy communion to the 
sick, with the following inscriptions, which I have 
seen : — On the covers of the paten these words, 
from St, John's Gospel, ch. i. i?. 39: " Behold 
"the Lamb of God!" On the inside of the 
patafi, " He vms known of them in breaking of 
"bread:" and on the cup, " When I see the 
" blood, I will pass over you." Exodus, eh. xii. 
V. 13. and on the foot of the cup, " For Christ 
" is our peace." 

This present was accompanied with a letter to 
Mrs. Gunning, which I with pleasure transcribe, 

* These cushions for the altar were the gift of Mr. 
Stevens. 
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because it gives the character of the inestimable 
man to whom the gift was made/ in the most 
expressive and energetic language^ peculiar to 
him who wrote^ and who was intimately ac- 
quainted with the worth and piety of him of whom 
it is written : 

^' There is something else in the parcel, for 
^^ the sending of which, perhaps, I ought to make 
'^ some apology. You may remember you mer- 
^' rily said one day, that your good man was so 
'' particular, he would hardly go to visit the sick 
'^ without his band. Now, as he is so very 
^^ liturgical, so veiy rubrical, and so very cano- 
^^ nical, I have taken the liberty to send him some 
'' private communion plate, which I hope he will 
^' gratify me in accepting, as a small token of 
'^ my unfeigned friendship for him, and my high 
'^reverence for his amiable, exemplary character, 
^' as a Christian Divine of the Apostolical Church 
'' of England." 

In all the letters which have preceded, and 
those few which I shall yet have occasion to quote, 
it will appear how well read Mr. Stevens was in 
the Holy Scriptures, and how aptly he introduced 
their language as his own, without the labour of 
formal quotation. The inteUigent reader will 
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hardly need to have it pointed out what energy^ 
force^ and dignity this gives to the rtyle of ihc 
writer; nor how careful he is^ never to introdw^ 
these passages but when the subject well jwtifies 
Uieir use. It is by such a judicious appli^tian 
of language so sacred^ that the true Chriatian^ 
whose religion resides in the hearty and who has 
it*there^ always ready for use^ is distinguished 
from the enthusiastical fanatic^ who is continuftlly 
dishonoring God's word by unseasonable appli- 
cations of it. I quite agree with a beautiful and 
energetic modern writer,* 

'' That Scripture should never be perverted, 
'^ either in speakmg or writing, to unworthy pur- 
^^ poses ; that ordinary occurrences should be 
'' related in ordinary kmguage, and that we have 
*' only to turn our eyes to the fanatical govern- 
'' ment of Cromwell, and the language of the 
'^ Independants of that age, to behold the cock 
'^ which true piety should avoid. The solemn 
^^ language of inspiration was never intended to 
^^ promote deceit, or to cover hypocrisy, to be 
^' used by the inconsiderate, or hackneyed by 
'' the designing. It is the word spdien m $^mn 
^^ which alone is pronounce good/' 

But paying all due attention to a caption so 

* Brevster^s Meditations for the Agcd.^ 
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wise and judicious^ I ako agree with the same 
animated and interesting writer^ '^ that when an 
^' aUmion can be made with success^ the oppor* 
'^ tunity ought not to be omitted^ or rather ought 
'^ to be readily accepted :" and knowing that the 
excellent person^ whose life I am recordings was 
ndther a hypocrite nor a fenatic^ I have no dif- 
ficulty in sayings that the beauty of his letters^ and 
the strength of all his writings^ are chiefly derived 
from this source^ which he had the art of so 
happily apply ing^ or rath^ which flowed 66 
naturally from his pen^ guided by a heart so 
entirely dedicated to the service of his blessed 
Master. I shall for the present conclude his 
correspondence with his observations on the uses 
of sickness to the true christian , as found in parts 
of two or three letters^ addressed to the lady^ 
whose vivacity of manner^ and unfeigned piety 
for so many years^ and to the end of his life^ 
attracted his friendship and esteem. 

• 
'' Mvember 30, 1789. 
'^ I am extremely obliged to yoti for your 
'' affectionate letter : but^ methinks, though I 
'' wished you to write^ I am sorry you did write. 
'' I wished it as a proof of your being in better 
healths but as you are not^ I am afraid it was 
an exertion beyond your strength, and I am 
H 
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^^ iorry for it Phtsing m it is to hear from yoo, 
*! kt me beg of you always to consult your own 
'' case> and new write but ¥ditn joa iad your- 
^' self in good spirits ; for be assured it wfll erer 
'^ be a pain to me to read^ what k was a pain to 
*^ yeu to wrBe. It is a sad thing tlMit the fieicidty 
^' cannot^ by skill or by c^ance^ hit on something 
'^ to relieve you: but though they ha?e not yet 
'* done it^ let us continue to hope they shortty 
'' will ; for hope itself^ as Sam« Johnson observes, 
^ in one of hb Idlers^ is happiness ; and its firus- 
'^ trations^ however frequent^ are less dreodfed 
'^ than its extinction. You deserve good health 
^ and good spirits^ you employ them to such 
^' excellent purposes^ when you enjoy them in 
^any tolerable degree: and your conduct in 
^^ sickness is an admirable lesson of instruction. 
^ We aH hment your want of healthy and feel 
'' for you in your sufferings : but none of us can 
^^ be tired of you. As to the continual horrws 
" on your mind^ of whicl^you complain^ they are 
'^ with you, as with Dr. Johnson, owing to bodily 
'^ disease; and whenever it pleases God to remove 
'^ the one, the other will cease of course. I 
" thought of you the otiier day, when I was 
'* looking over your good father's godfiither's ♦ 

* George Stanhope, D. D. Dean of Canterbury, author 
of the Conment on the EpisUes and Gospefe. 
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^/ comment an the Gospel for the d4:th Sunday 
^ after Trinity, where he says, ' So provident is 
'* ' God in all his dispensations, so gracioas even 
'i * in withholding his mercies and supplies for 
'^ ' a season, that the very delays we suffer in 
'^ ^ temporal affairs are for our own advantage. 
*/ ^ They do not only contribute to our improye- 
'' ^ ment in another kind, but oftentimes make 
^^ ^ way for a more surprising and bountiful grant 
^^ ^'iH the same kind. And provided we make the 
*^ * rig^t use of them, (as you eminently do) wait 
*t * Gdd*s leisure with patience, consider his me- 
♦^ ^ thodg with prudence, and trust in his power 
'* f and goodness with perseverance, these will not 
'' ^ fell in the end to render v^ both happier and 
'^'better/'* c 

The next letter is relative to his own, as well 
as Mrs. Gunnings, illness. 

" EweU, Dec, 8; 179*. 
'' 1 take the opportunity of what I Calt a lucid 
^interval with which a gmcious Providence 
" sometimes indulges me, to thardc you for youi' 
*• very aSSsctionate letter, so dose on the heels of 
'^ theformer. To receive two letters, wfeen'ydur 
^ ^ general state of heakh seldom, without pdn, 
*' admits of youf writing one, k- a. mark ^f your 

H3 
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'' solicitude for tne^ so much beyond any preten* 
'^ sions of mine^ that I feel quite ashamed and 
'^ confounded; and I am ready to ask you the 
'' question I did Prere, in reply to his friendly 
" enquiries — Why all this bustle about a poor 
'^ insignificant old woman^ who has been long 
*' past labour^ and is fit only to sit mumping in a 
'^ chimney comer ? You are kindly anxious to 
^' know how I am attended in my crazy condition 
'^ of body and mind: for having never heard me 
*' speak much oi female friends^ you are fearful 
'' I have none to rely on in my distress but male 
^^ friends ; and of them you seem to think as Job 
'' did of his^ that miserable comforters ere th^ all. 
*' To be sure they are not to be compared with 
*' the othen^ and could I have had you to shake 
'' the vial, and pour out the draught, it would 
'' hove lost all its bitterness : but such assistance 
'^ as was necessary having been supplied, I have 
^^ done tolerably well, and in being much alone 
^' there is no harm. Sheep, you recollect, when 
^ they are ill, and find their end approaching, 
'^ s^arate fr*om the rest of the flock, to lie dowir 
^^ in solitude and die in peace. And can we, the 
^^ sheep of God's pasture, act more sensibly than 
^^ to follow their example, and do likewise ? How- 
'^ ever, except for the first fortnight after the 
'^ knock on my ptte, | have made &e usual ex^ 
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'' cursionto Ewell^ (Mr. Calverby's) not on horse- 
'' back, indeed, but in a chaise, from Saturday till 
'' Tuesday, which, it is supposed, may do good 
'^ like a medicine : though when I consider my 
'^ time of life, with the nature of my complaint, 
'' I have no reason to expect much in the way of 
" recovery.* As our days, at most, are but a 
^' span long, the measure remaining to me must 
*' be short, and all that cometh is vanity. 

'' It was no small relief, after the wretched ac- 
^* count given of your health, to hear that though 
^^ you had very many hours of darkness and 
^' horror, you had some of light and gladness, 
'' and had experienced that the sharpest afflic- 
'^ tions, through the tender mercy of God, have 
^' their intervals of ease and comfort. Gold is 
^' tried in the fire, and for every trial it comes 
'' forth the purer, as you have the satisfaction to 
^' find. When the furnace is heated seven times 
'' more than it was wont, it is that the vessel may 
*' be the fitter for the master's use, purged from 
'^ all dross, and sanctified. You suspect that you 
*' lament so much the want of health, as not to 
" be sufficiently thankful for the many blessings 
" you enjoy : but let not your heart be troubled, 

* He, however, was spared to his friends and the world 
for abOTc tweWe years longer. 
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'' be of good cheer. The very $it«picioBf is ft sigtt 
^' to the contrary : the fe^ir of not bdi^ ^fficientl jr 
'' thankful i$ an argument of tjMuakfuInfess.''. 

It is now time to introduce Mr. St^voBs to the 
reader in another character, namely > ihatj ofian 
author; for he has at several timtes produced very 
learned works. But such was the excessive hu- 
mility^ which ever marked his Chajraeter^ tibat hi^ 
name was never prefixed to one of them forimany 
years. In the year 1773 he first appeared ia an 
author^ by sending forth a work entitled; ^^ An 
'' Essay on the Nature and GonstifcQtion of the 
^-/ /' Christian Churchy wherein wre set forth the 

'' Form of its Government^ tJgse Extent of its 
'' Powers, and the Limits of our Obedience^ by a 
'' Layman/' The period chosen for ;Ais publi- 
cation was most happy ; for it was ^^ at a time 
^' (as the preface states) when the press teemed 
/^ with the most scurrilous invectives .against ^he 
'' fundamental doctrines of our religioii ; and 
'' even the newspapers were converted into 
^^ trumpets of sedition by the ^lemies of the 
'' Church;" and, therefore, this good man 
thought, and justly, Uaat silence on the part of 
its friends would be criminal, and a cold neutrality 
inexcusable. The object which this excellent 
writer had in view in the publici^n doesJiMmmur 
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to his head and heart, as explamed by faftmself . 
He condij^^ the preface by praying ^^ that the 
'' puUkation may pro^r to the edification of 
'^ the jgnorant, the conviction of the erroneousi 
f' and tile ei^bHBhment of the fiuthful : that the 
" ever Messed Trinity may be worshipped e^ 
^^8tteh^ in all sincerity and truth; that christian^ 
^' may no longer dissemble with each other^ in 
'^ transactions of the most serious nature ; HiBi 
'^ their ccmdiict may be directed by knowledge^ 
'' neUher swerving towards an enthusmstic con^ 
'' tempt of all order and decency on the one 
'' hand^ nor towards a lukewarm indifference to 
'* every thing that is sacred on &e other: but 
^' that all who profess and call themselves christ 
'^ tians, nmy hold the faiths in unity of spirit/ in 
'^tfae bond of peace^ and in righteousness of 
'^lifie." It may well be believed> from wjbfitl 
have stated of the author's views^ and from the 
8<mndnes6 of his. principl^^ and the exteiit and 
mtore of his readings tiby^t 90 man was b^ttr 
qualified to give a rigbt notiim of U^ Cl^rch 
of God; whose foundi^ion he lays in the scrip*' 
tures.; and upon that ably raises, the superstrnc*^ 
tere of her gavernment^ her authorityj and 
powws : and by the like authority of scripture 
proveis the duty of obedience from her sotts. I^^he 
opinion id ui obscuris indiiMhi»l mffm ffttdi a 
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subject is of Iktle conM^uence : but the veiler-* 
able Society for promoting Christiaii Knowledge 
deemed it so admirably adajrted for the instrac- 
tton of those who have tiioaght bat tittle on this 
important pointy that about Uiirty years after its 
first publication^ they put it upon their catalc^e 
to promote its extensive circulation ; and for the 
first time^ the name of its highly respected audior 
was prefixed. 

That the opinions of Mr. Stevens^ respedfaig 
the Sin of Schism^ underwent no ciiaxige from 
what he thought of it when he first puMished his 
'BsBay an the Church, appears by a private letter 
now lying before me, dated September 8^ 1798, 
in^ whidi he says, after speaking oi a wcnrk on 
tiiis subject, ^^ I am afraid the principles are so 
*^ uniformly right and correct, it is more than 
*' the age will bear. We af e nth^ mended, 
'^ perhaps, but is there not reason to suspect the 
'^ goo^ apple i8 somewhat roUen cA the wre? 
** Some will approve one part and some another; 
'^ but there are few I doubt who will subscribe 
'^ their unfeigned assent and consent to the ¥^de. 
'^ I question if tiie article on Sehkm vnA not be 
'' as much objected to as any ; ami yet one do^ 
'^ not see why. It certainly speaks the doctrine 
*' of scripture and the church of Engknd. Thare 
^ is andottlMediy sueW a thing as SMUm, and it > 
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^' m undoubtecHy a $m ^s adultery or dmnken- 
*' nem; and the being guilty of it, the Aposde 
'^ says, is being carnal. It surely behoves every 
'^ one to enquire wherein it consists, in order ta 
'^ avoid it. Our ciMurch teaches in her catechism, 
^' that there are two sacraments generally neces- 
'' sary to salvation. Baptism and the Lord^s Sup- 
'^ per : and if so, the inference is fair, that with- 
*' out them, generally speaking, there is no sal- 
'' vation. And, if they are necessary, it is ne- 
^' cessary to know where they are to be had : for it 
'^ is not to be supposed that every man has aright 
'' to administer them, any more than ev^ man 
^' 1ms a right to use the king's seal. The scripture is 
'' express, tJud the Lord added to the Church daify 
'' $uch a$ should be saved; it is in the Church, 
^' therehre, that the means of salvation are to b0 
'' had, and consequently it is incumbent on every 
'' one to be added to the Church, and to keep in 
'' it, as he has no right to expect the end, but ia 
^^ the use of the means in the way whicb Gknl ha8 
*' appointed. As to the doctrine being uacbarit* 
'^ aUe, which some dbject, so JEir is it from the 
'^ want of charity, that to warn people of tbdir 
'' danger is surefy the truest charity ; and* we 
'' know wbtat was to be the fata of the watchman 
'^ whi) did not warn the pecq[>le.: And the adul- 
'' tev^ and dmnkard may aa jus% call it vm- 
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'' dbaritAUe to be UAA, that such shall not inherit 
'' the kiogdom of God^ as the Sdikmatic.diathe 
'' mttrt be of the Chvch to be saved. To ask 
^', what is to become of those who are withoi^ the 
'' pale^ is nothing to ib^ purpese ; God will jadge 
*^ no man, but by the law which he has given him ; 
'' nor will any be responsible for qiportnnities 
'^ they never had. As many as have nafied with- 
'^ outlaw, diall also p^sh without law; and as 
- many as have sumed in the law, shall he judged 
*^ by the law. God is no respecter of p^'sons ; 
^^ he will be justified in his saying, and clear when 
'' he is judged.' 

The above work, '' onthe Cimreh/' was pub- 
lished, evidently with a view to a>unt»raet their 
itesigas, about the time when some of the d^gy 
of this kingdom had taken a most siagidar and 
uneocountaUe ettf^ with respect to thdr subscrip- 
tion of the thirty-nine Articles of Rdigion. Cer- 
iain Clcirgyman of the Church of England, and 
certain Members of the two professions of Civil 
Law and Physic, met at a Tavern in the StiiBnd, 
xalled, the Feathers Tavern, and thence tiiis meet- 
ing was denominated th^ Feathers Tavern Meeting, 
und prepared a petition to Parikment, pmyiag to 
be rdievedfirom subscription of the Articles wUch 
^ of ^m had mfoscribed; and bttving, byad- 
iNsrtisement in ^e ncfwqpapers, invited^ a& whb 
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thought themselves aggrieved in this respect^ to 
join them in endeavouring to obtain redress^ I ^m 
sorry to say the petition was signed by abost two 
hundred Clergymen. 

. This petition was offered to be presented to the 
House of Commons^ and a motion wits there made 
that it be laid upon the table. This was strenu* 
ously opposed^ and warmly debated. It wis ob* 
serv^d^ and justly^ that Parliament could not giant 
relief to those who had already subscribed^ as they 
had no power to vacate oaths; and it was a little 
siifigular^ that those who made no scruple to subr 
scribe the Articles^ and to declare their unf^gned 
assent and consent to them^ and every part of 
themj in order to obtain a livings had no sooner 
f^Mained one^ than they were desirous of being 
ri^lievedfrom those very Arti^rles^ without assenting 
to which the living could npt have been conferred. 
And it was further $s^\dj that as to those who wete 
viot yet beneficed^ and who wanted to seise on the 
emoluments of the Churchy without bdieyiug im 
Jier tenets, or complying with her laws> they were 
iBot at all to ber listened to; as from every prin* 
^iple of; reason and justice^ they should be exr 
xluded frcm her for ever. It wa» also arg<ied> by 
^ most moderate mett m Parliaments that it! was 
jAeeess^ thi»t those^ whd were ajppointed to be 
4)1? {liAitic tMchws aad Instnurtors of the peopie^ 
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should be bound by some certain principles, from 
which they were not to deviate: that to prevent 
disorder and confusion^ it was fitting that some 
public symbol should be established^ to which they 
should all assent^ as a mark of their conformi^ 
and union : that a simple assent to the Scriptures 
would^ in this case^ be of no signification ; as it 
was too well known that the greatest absurdities, 
and even blasphemies^ had^ at different times^ been 
attempted to have been supported^ or defencied, 
upon their authority : that the Clergy were un- 
der no necessity of accepting benefices contrary 
to their consciences : and if their scruples arose 
afterwards^ they had it always in their power to 
quit them. The petition was, therefore, rejected 
by a very great majority; many members of the 
opposition joining with administration in the re- 
jection. The numbers for rejecting were, 217 — 
fiwr receiving the petition, 71 : and I never have 
read or heard, that any of the actually beneficed 
Clergy, who signed the petition, and whose scru^ 
pies had arisen after th^ had accepted the pre- 
ferment, resigned their charge, in consequence M* 
their petition being rejected, except the Reverend 
Hieophilus Lindsay ; who, by afterwards opening 
an Unitarian Oiapel, in Eissex-street, and com^ 
posing a new Liturgy for the use of his congi^ 
gatiouj, Viewed, that his olgection ywai, Mt to i&t 
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subscription merely^ but to the fondamental doc- 
trines of the Church of England. It was^ in order 
to give correct notions upon these important sub- 
jects, that Mr. Stevens pubUshed the above pam- 
pfblet. But that was intended for grave and serious 
readers only. He thought^ however^ that a little 
of his playful wit and humour might be success- 
fully exerted upon this occasion. Accordingly, 
in the same year, the Reverend Francis Wolkston, 
who then was, and is still, rector of Chislehurst, 
in tiie county of Kent, having published '^ An 
^'Address to the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
^' land in particular, and to all Christians in ge- 
'^ neral," Mr. Stevens printed ^' Cursory Obser- 
*' vations on a Pamphlet, entitled. An Address; 
^^ &c.*' which are written in such a strain of easy 
unaffected pleasantry, accompanied with such 
solidity of argument, as have not often been com- 
bined in the same author. . He thus begins his 
pamphlet by remarking on the oddity of the title, 
*' Seeing advertised a pamphlet, entitled. An Ad- 
^* dress, &c. I had a mind, being one of the people 
'^ called Christians in general, to know what the 
*^ gentleman had to say to me, and, accordingly, 
'^ I sent for it. Free choice, and a desire of 
" doing good in my generation, as the author ex- 
'^ presses it, led me to make a few observations 
^^ upon the said pamphlet, and to present them to 
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^' die public for their emolument. Mr. WoUa^on 
^^ sets out with acqnmlnting us^ diat he is an o6« 
*' ieure brother ; und, kst any scq)tical mind 
^' should doubt the truth of it^ he faos proved it 
^^ to a demonstration at the verf enti«nce of his 
^^ address. 

^' On a supposition that we shall vmh to IcMw 
'' more of him them the name he hears, he next 
^^ infiMrms va, he is one whom free choice^ and a 
V desire of doing good in his generation, led at 
^^ first into the ministry, for which his JHends 
'^ and family had not intended him. This piece 
^^ of intelligence cannot fieul ci giving hi^ neadkrs 
^^ a very &vourable opinion of the good sense and 
^^ judgment of his friends and femily ; and the 
^^ more we see of him^ the more we i^H be dis< 
'* posed to wish that he had likened to their ad* 
^^ yiee, instead of following his own inclinatioiis. -' 
After following him through his pamphlet^ mid 
giving him that sort c^ chastisement and gmd- 
humoured rebuke, which, as a beneficed dtergy- 
man of the Church, he thought he deserved; he 
concludes his excellent observations thns,' (which 
I have thought it my duty to transcribe, for-^e 
sake of shewing the opinion enterttined by -so 
deep read a layman of the Articles and li^f^y 
of our church.) '' Our anthor,'* says Mr. Steveps, 
'' sums up the whole with a p^tkicMi^ wbioh he 
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'^ widies to be preferred to the Bishope; 6nd I 
'' will coachide vrith whi^ I wish die real friends 
'' oi the Church may present to tbem by way of 
'' counter-petition. That tl^ present set of Arti« 
^' cles^ which^ for the soundness of their doctrine^ 
'^ are the glory and ornament of our Churchy uid 
'' caniio4 aggrteye any but its open or secret ene- 
*^ mies^ may be preserved to us whole and entire : 
''ifx we have no ol^ctimi to subscribing them 
'^faxrbf, as they contain nothing but what is read 
'^ in Hofy Scripture, or may he proved thereby; 
'^ and we verily think they are our best security 
^ againt the F^pist^ the Infidel^ and the Heretick. 
'' That our Liturgy, compiled from the Liturgies 
'^ of the first and purest ages of Uie Churchy not 
"' only as to the form, but as to the matter and ex- 
^ pressions, and composed willi such simplicity* 
'' and majesty, as to be adapted to the capaeitiesi 
'^ of the ignorant and unlearned, and edifying 
*' and instructive to the most enlightened, xxkwj 
'' be continued to us in its present perfection^ 
^' without addition, and without mutilation. That 
'' our Church may still be, what it always hatb 
'^been, the honour of the reformation, the 
*' strongest bulwark of the Gospel against Popery, 
" and the brightest star in the Christian firma^ 
^' ment. The terms of our communion are pure 
^* and scriptural ; and if they, who now dissent 
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** from vAy will continae to do so, the &iilt is 
^' theinij ik^ ours : we hftve done our doty, and 
'' they are to aee^ whether separation frmn sadi a 
*' Church does not involve them in the guilt of 
'' Schism/' 

But^ strenuous as Mr. Stevens was^ in d^ending 
the Doctrines^ Artides^ and Liturgy of our veaefable 
Chwdi, and sharply as he treated the work of Mr. 
W<^aston, yet his generous eonduct to the indi* 
tidual was just what might have been expected 
from one, who knew, that to do to others as you 
would wish them to do to you, was a promiaent 
c<miraand in that gospel, which he mack the guide 
of his life. An enemy of Mr. WoUaston, finding 
Mr. Stevens to be the author of the '* Cursory 
'' Observations,'' wished to furnish him with some 
jier^ono/ reflectio0s on that Reverend GentleoMin ; 
but he was dismissed by the good-humoUred, and 
kind hearted man, telling him, that the &uUs of die 
book, and not of the laan, were the olgec^ <^ his 
attack. Many years afterwards, by the kind in- 
ttrumentdity of a mutual friend^ these two lit^nury 
combatanta became v^ sociable. Mr. Stevens 
^rtainly never altered his opinions ; whethar Mr. 
WoUaBton ever changed his^ I know not ; but as 
thirty-seven years have now elapsed^ since he pub- 
lished his Address^ which was the object of our 
futhor's remarks, and he has, during att thattime^ 
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Oantmned to be rector ci Chklehurit^ it id fair to 
pmiume that he saw reason fbr changing the (pi- 
nions he eaiertaiiied when he pubtithed tlmt pam- 
phlet 

In the year 1776, Mr. Stevens published '' A 
^^ Discourse on theEnglii^Constitutionj extracted 
^^ fnom a late eminent writer, and applicable to the 
'^ present times/' His motive for this publica- 
tion was to counteract the dangerous absurdities 
which, about thi^ time, were published in &(CtiOus 
newspapers, to answer the purposes oi a party, and 
to throw every thing into confusion, by furnirfiiag 
people with a few rational principles ccmc^riuifig 
the nature of civil power, the necessities of so* 
cie|ty,{and the positive laws of their own, country. 
His ol^ect, therefore, in publishing this tract, wai|, 
to convince bis dd^ded fellow-sulijects that tb^re 
wiMsi no JUbearty wUfaoat, law, no securJity without 
obedience. 

. In the year 1777, he published two distinct 
wiH^> th^ one, entitled, ^^ Strictures on a, Ser* 
'^ Q^w, ^^^tled — ^The Principles of thet Revc^ution 
^^YiBdicatedr-prei^ed before the University of 
'' CaBirtiridge, on Wednesday, May 29th, 177&; 
f'byRichardWatsoi^, O.D. P. R. S. Regius Pro^ 
'' fessor of Divinity in.that University ;''— and the 
other, entilsled^ r The Revolution Vindicatecb und 
^^Ck>fi«tU^ti€rad likerty assorted; in answfr.to 
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''the Rev. Dr. IVatson's Acoeffdoii Savmmi, 
'^ preached before the Univeriity of Ckmbtk^^ 
" on October «&, 1776/* In both these wetks, 
which may well be considered together^ he takes 
severe notice of some of the learned Doctw's to- 
picks; and contends^ that the Doctor and his 
friends endeavour to support doctrines^ in their 
pi^dd creeds vrhich^ if foUowed^ would destroy^ 
and not preserve the constitiitk>n^ groundiiig idl 
authority in the power of the pec^le ; while Mr. 
Stevens indsts^ that the revolution intended to 
presm^e^ and did preserve^ tha constiCntion^ in its 
pristine state and vigour ; and diat this is mani» 
fest from the convention^ fbtinding the revsltttkm 
entirdty on the abdication and vacancy of file 
Throne. 

It is certainly quite deiar, that many pearsons^ 
^ivhciwisbto support the voidest doctrfnies l[>f de- 
mocracy, have been very happy to lay hdd of 
Expressions of writers^ such as Dr. Watson, to 
give, as it w^e,«a colour to ^ir absori notjons ; 
notions which such writers woidd fly frosft v^ith 
abhorrence. Mr. Stevens, on the odier hand, en- 
deavours to miJ^e the scriptures the stdaftdard of 
his politicks as well as mcmls ; and certainty argues 
vi^ great force and ability. 

Pri<^, in point of time to any ot tiiese latter 
^oiks on political subfectft^ he jiadpiov^ hisin- 
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W|di> ^e Hdbmw kffl^ua^e^ by a work^ entitled!/ 
^^ A aew ftfid iaittrfkl Tfaiisk^!<Mi of Letters from 
'" M. L'AtiM de— ^^ Hebrew Proflswor in the 

'' UiiiveYsity c^ — ^ to thte Re?. Djp. Bewjamiil 

'•^ Kemiieott, Ae. Ac/* Whether the tetters wer* 
tmifislated frdlti tbe Fren^b^ i^ the title-page im^ 
ports> of were the iwrh of Mr. Stevens himsdf^ 
it h not indl^idf to ehcjuire. The ol^eet of thid 
{i^lkafion^ "vms to crffer dome o()9ervatknfi9 on (he 
Deetor^0^^pro|)oMb^ and to point ont the atqjposed 
e^ tentf^ney of i&e pfen. Some severe animad* 
tiMionfih iopon Mr. Kennieotfs pfan had beeA 
itotwafi^ifi the pen of Dr. Home, xmdtr the tide 
rt?y 'f A View of Mr. Kemiicott's Method of Cof-^ 
^' reefing the Hebrew Text, &c. hnmbly fiub- 
^^ ittitted to the (>)nsideri*i<^ of the Learned and 
'/ Chrfirtifttt WdrlA^^ ' Thes(4 prarticnlars a*e no^ 
tlcedi to shew that Mt^i SteireM frf he did eri^ did 
ttc* err fJone iA hi* judgnrent upon the points M 
issiie; bat ih^the thon^ht ott them wMb per^rais 
of prt)foond ertniition and l6kJB in bibfieal re- 
«eartehes, wtio, ftom their knowledge of the He- 
brew/ it^ere competent to fortti an opinion on the 
Subject; atnd who apprehended, dii matnre re- 
Ifectfdn, fliat ttiitcb ef Jl might accrue to Ae causfe 
of xevealerfTeSgion, much dishonour be cast on 
tfte satred Writings, atnd much advantage, h&it* 
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0ver uniiitenti(m4Uy> be g^iven to infidelity, by an 
indiscriminate reference to every manuscript cc^y 
ef the Hebrew BiUe^ that coidd be j^rociued. — 
The design of snbetitatting a new text from the 
mass of such heteroganeous materials, for the one 
now in use^ which it was well known had ev^ been 
preserved with scrupulous fidelity^ under the spe* 
dal providence of the Almighty, was thcmght of 
by Mr. Stevens^ as -fraught with imminent dis- 
service, not to say^ with extreme dang^^ to Qm 
cause of true religion. Bat, whatev^ may be the 
sentiments of men of learning, imd particulariy 
of those who are more omversaat in Hcdl^rew than 
I profess myself to be ; or^ howeyer they m^y differ 
on the question^ as to Uie integrity or corrui^oa 
of the Hebrew text^ Dr.. Kennicott's work has 
l)een now many years in the hands of theH^rew 
scholar: and certain it is^ that Mr. Sjtev^s^ by 
th^ p^ he :tock in the controv^y, has .not( dis- 
graced ei^w tljie cause or himself^ but has dis- 
played a perfect acquaintance with the subject, a 
profound veneration for the Bible^ and a, mosit 
anxbus sdicitude to preserve its purity. If some- 
times there appear to be a severity, there is no sour- 
ness in the censure ; and even in his honest incUgpa* 
tion against whatever to him seemed hostile to the 
, interests of Christianity, there is no personal .ani- 
mosity ; and his natural vivacity is ever friendly 
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to rdigicm^ and cHen yitibly restrained by a sound' 
judgment and a serious heart. 

These were all the works Mr. Stevens published 
between the years 1777 and 1800, excepting the 
dielchof Mr. GahnsHey, whichi have already given, 
as printed in the Gentleman's Magazine ; and he 
coukl not be prevailed on to announce himself as 
the author of any of them. But, at the earnest 
solicitation of his friends, he collected them into a 
volume, vybkh, yfHh his dmractoristicic humility, 
lie styled, Ovhvn efya, tbe vratkB of Nobody : and 
by ttie a^peUatimi of Nobody he was ever afler- 
terwards known amongst his friends. Tliis col* 
lection te gave to several ; and, to the bodos of 
some of his firiends^ he added, in the blank leaf at 
Ae beginning <^ the volume, this sketch of him*' 
mlf, the justness of whidi, Aough extremely wiell 
drawn, wiU not be acknowledged m all its parts : 

'' Never was person better described by proper 
'' name, than the writer of the following sheets. 
^' View him in what light you wiH, he is nobody^ 
^^ a mere cypher, a blank in creatk>n. 

^' Even in these papers, suggested possibly 
'^ more by a desire of applause than of dmng good^ 
'' and of which, perhaps, he is vainer than he sus^*- 
''peots, heisuMo^Yi seeihing to be something, 
'' When he » nothing; for^ ' whathis he said,' 
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** thai he did not ndceiy^ &om i^M Mtfaor or imor 
''ther? 

' *' See him in company^ and yoacaimot fatihate 
'' to pronounce him nosody. His Tify cownt^ 
'^ nance bewrayt it : he is Avy, msk^iiii^, eflait, nci- 
'^ ther profiting othcM by his eonversatiatt, iior> 
'^ to appearance, profiting by theiv'a; dndyptoba^ 
^* \Ay, ascryi)ing to humiKty that beha^ow wfaicfa 
'^ may be the effect of pride. 

^^ As a member of society, he is imiODr ; nei^ 
*' ther fiidier, husband, mackt, brother; he sill 
'* solitary, wrapt up in diidk ^oera, musing on hii 
^'own im^ignificance^ yetabaurdyiArfnkiiig from 
*f aU the duties of active life. A* mdancholy cast^ 
^ tom^mes, kdds Him to the habitatkms of the 
^^ afflicted; and bemg' loo wlolent to withhdd 
** Im moRey, he surfftrsfit* to be tdten from hiaa 
^^on tibe slighiteM j^nA^nce, mistlddDgy it is to 
^' be feared, tice for virliwy sdf-iadulge»ee iw 
*^ charity; » ^ 

'y Intme riespbet Jie sntefa to be somebody, be- 
'' ing blest above most men in fmnds^ eminevtly 
*^tnse, learned^ pious; bqt/jahs! not to mai^ 
'^ suitable inii|Hmemaafte tri<U suci^ advantagw, be 
^^ muat indited be KOBoefr. J 

^^ One who, frc^ long ao^fnlntance;, May .be 
''^iupposed to know ttm^/ and vAo woidd b6 
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'^imppy to testify better thtnga^ b?ars this testi- 
'' moSky, and is iorry sudt testimony is tra^/' 

Bttt hovf^ it will be asked^ k tlm «£CQOiit^ '' iis4. 
*' m comptey he is 8hy> aukward^ ^tte^t^ neitber 
^^ prafitio^ oltera by his conversation^ «kOr^ toafK 
^^ pdamnc^, profiting by their's^'' c€4[iskitent wttfc 
vint bf» been so . freqpieAtly advimced of hifi gr^iftt 
piayfulaass of vnX, and oheerfiikiess of itiannaf ? 
I answer, it is perfectty true ; and it m oo uitcom^ 
man case. — ^Amoag straogers^ car in wuaMi teonb- 
fany^ he was silent and resorted; add it was teijr 
4ifiictdt ix^ i&»cot«r that be bne^w mare tbaa other 
oen-^makiii^ no ostentatious parade of what he 
didknowo-Liie^ upon svch oeoaaions^ coliM scarcely 
be jlKrrailed upon to gire his opinion tq»oa sab- 
|aotB^ on wfa^ he was most competent to form 
«id ta ppomnmce a jadgmart. This did not pr^ 
cead tnm. pride <Mr iU nature, but itoav true huml^ 
^tyand lowlintos <rf rniad. But when in a small 
eoraj^any^ or with those he loved, or With goal 
yamig people, be was c^n and c(»nmuili€«tiTe~- 
by Ms jokes ahd nnrth he first gained attentioa 
and oonc^iiated esteem, iind then W'^d discowbe 
upoiii /siftfjeets useful aad initeacttve 4o his beaceia^ 

FfiMi the ddte of the last puUkttlion^ in 1777> 
Mr.Slbvensxkied patseatetb hdve appeared i^^aia 
fit the^cAaraoter xtf ah wOmr, iiEiha jjaar 1800^ 
when be ii^ss^ipiducied to re^efiter 0le fi^of coh** 
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trover^. Mr. J(Hies^ in the year 1119&J had pmtr- 
lighed the life o€ that most amiable prelate^ Biihop 
Homie/ and dedicated it to Mr/ Stevens: and^ in 
the course of his nairation^ had «tated Tery iklly 
Hie origiti and circumstances of- diat most exf el-^ 
lent man's early acquaintance with the wnlings 
of Hutdiinson^ and his perseveipanee ifo his Attmir- 
aUe ofM&ion of that gentleman's writings tift the 
eonelusioii of his inestimfd>le life* Before a se*- 
eond edition of this Kfe vmB wanted, some writaFs 
had attached the cbaractto: of BSdiop Hcfrne, as 
anHutdiinsonian ; others assarted, that theBklMi|s 
had, before his deaA, renounesd all thoie cq^inioDS 
which he hod formed at mn early p^md at Iht 
Vnivcarsity, in commcm with Ae oAer learned Bmd 
Tory exem{dary persons mentioned in ike woA 
ituriC as Uie compamens of his earfy studie*.*^*-- 
Mr. Jones, accordingly, took the oppsrtuaity of 
a new edition of the lile of his dear and mud^ 
kmented friend being wanted in the year 1799^ 
to introduce a new pr^ce, eontiunkig about 
thirty pages, to vindicate the Biidiop against tte 
dttnrge of reMnquidiing fonner opinions; and to 
enter into a neiA and concise statemait of the 
doctrines tbemselves, and to shew how coonstent 
they were with the Holy Senptures. Withcntt 
presuming to deddeupon the merits of those o]^ 
nions, which I profess myself not qualified ilo*ila^ 
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^crtake^ ttdi prefoce to Uie second edkioi^f <tf the 
life of BistK^ Horne^ c^rteinly gives a very ami* 
pkte summary of Hatcbii^Mia's opinioiis; and 
wkether they are adapted w not^ are so clearly 
exploi^ied^ as to make them level to tiie most cnmU- 

It.k but due to this most learned and most ex- 
empbry man^ Mr. Jones^ to introduce apiuMage 
Irotn iim prefiice^ in wtttch be declares^ as I be- 
lieve tbe fmd tof be, tb&t i» the notions, which he 
and die great andgood fibdiop, whoseiife he was 
thaire-pdbtishing, esilerteuied, there was mihing 
Aat tends to make men troii^kaonie, as hevetid^^ 
^unities, secteries, rebeby or cormptaii of any 
kind of useful kammg.* All whidh Hujtcimison 
taught, (and • whidi he endei^rours to sMw the 
soundert ^tivines of the Osurdi of Ei^aikd vitw 
tueibf. taught before him) a man may believe, and 
still be a good sulgei^, a devout Chriirtian, and a 
sound mead^er of the Ghurdi of En^nd; pcvr 
hapamme sound, and more usieful, than.he would 
hme been without them. '' For myself,'' says 
HSm truly pious man, '' I may say (asl do in great 
'^ lminility)i that Ky fojlowing these doctrines 
'' i^uxmgh Ae couiae of a kmg Ufe, I have found 
'' myself much enl%hiened, much assisted in evi- 
'' dcteca and alignment, and neter corrupted;, as 
'' I hope my wrKwgs, if, Ot^y tot, wiUlons h^ar 
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'^ IM witiiBii. If theie priao^Iw ihouldr.^mw 
'^ into me wkh othw |ptople> I am confidenl'thej 
** wonU tium Chnstians. iak> ^chDlan, aad jBchidurs 
',' Mit0 C3iriitiaiifei ; . aiablmg them to. dempHrtinte 
'^ ho\f •haUMr.infiddb ave. ia their leariing^ ^ad 
*' how greatly every man is a loser hy \m igoo^ 
'* laftce of BeVebtbii. When we mtt dfinciihing 
^' HitrhtneonJamt, it woild be unjust to fekget^ 
'^Ibat they, are irweiGfti»rcAf»ieft,^[>d LojfoUfA^ 
''steady ia the ;fellawshipx)f thii Apiosttes. and 
''^fiEdthMtotibemimBteliyiiDdelr.wbii^th^ life. 
'' This^ howarar^ ia not fiMoa.v^iat ttey find ia 
'' HaiciikiBoi^ though it is to be^foond in him^init 
'Vfrom idiathehas taughbtfaem to And^fa^ ttking 
f Iheir ^principles from thjeSoriptotes/' 
:' Tfa»]prc&oe was lavseMMd ill the Britfdi Oriti^ 
in Fehrtiary, 1800^ and in such a raalmer^as by 
to meaaa to give satisfttttioii to the supporteVa of 
lli4ise gpiaioaB^ or. to the friends iX M^.* Jones; 
aBi4> acowdingly^ in Ihe year after Aadeaft of 
Ifaatfeaerabie iaan> which. tac4 place anihe dHjraf 
tlia Epiphany^ 1800, Mr. Stevens, wi&klLtfae 
ardouf of firienjdship, and with all Hut abffity and 
w^i which had distinguished hiA ii^ his miiier 
years^ paUishedy nnder the name oi ia»^ the He- 
brew word fof Nobody '' a Review of the Review 
'' of a New Prefitee to the Second Editionaf Mr 
'' JofiMTt liife of Biriiop Hxxm.*" 
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The last Utemry tvoik^ ia whidi he engagedt^ 
WM ah nnifimrm edition bf the works o( Mr. Jones^ 
of Nayhnd^ ih tnnebe vofainleB^ octavo; to which 
he prefiieda life <^ that fiiithf^l aad venerable 
serrant 0f Gfid^ (enki^ed froifti a sketch prtviontly 
pttUUhed hy him ia the Attti-Jacdl)in Review^) 
compooed in such a style of lurdeai and pathetic 
ridigious^oiiu^ce^ a« did no Iras honoar to the 
deceased^ than to the head and heart c^ tlie aSec« 
tiooate writer. Mr. Jones was well ymrtiatjf of 
snoh a Uographer; for he was a ifian^ wbo^ by 
cNmttant an wearied dilfgehce^ had attaiaed unto ft 
pcrfeetkHi in ail the learned iaaguagefii^ by 4fae hdp 
of widths and histinremitted stadks^ be had made 
the sufatihy of tU the arts easy and fannMar to 
hims^; aa^d who isifesdribed l^ tbe gitat ffisbop 
Vbmityl n achar^^ to his Ctergy"^ in 1800^ ftooii 
ti§^ Mr. JhmtfB (tetdeasej '"^ as a &i Afd si^aal 
H Bf Ood^ of wh<to he ct>uld speak both flpom his 
^1 Ipersbnal knowledge and from his writings. He 
^' WW (said Bidiop Honkj) a man of ijoickpe-* 
f^' iletiataeii^ of extensive laumiag^ knd tbe sonnd* 
^^ tat piety; and had^ beytmd any odier laaii he 
^^H0ver knew> die talent of writing upon the deepest 
^•aabjeots te>f)die pkiMifit undtistanding/' 

Mr. Stterms ^as a great admhna*^ as evify 
relMie;^ df feme taste ever iMM be> of ilmUogni^ 
pUQiA worioi 6f the truly eiftiarat Isaac Waboa j 
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and I am quite sure tkat he had greatly prdRied 
by the frequent perusal of his inimitaUe writings : 
for no man can read the beairiifiil life of Mr. 
Jones^ and not see a striking resemblance between 
it and those lives which wei^ written by Isaac 
Walton. The same sweet simplicity of senti* 
ment^ the same natural eloquence^ the sune un- 
aflBBcted. language^ the same vivid descriptions^ 
similar aUusicms to the most striking passages in 
Script^rei diine out in every page. The compa- 
rison may^ wMi great propriety^ be extended far* 
Uier : Isi»c Walton and Mr. Stevens were both 
tradesmen ; tfa^ were both m^i of reading/ and 
persomUy acquked learning ; of cbriMderabie tte- 
okgical knowkdge— well versed in that faook^ 
which is the. only legitimate source of aU thed<^y 
the Bible. * Both were Uie companions and friends 
of the most odinent prates and £vines tibat 
adorned the Churdi of J&gbnd; both were pro^ 
foiknd masters in the art of Aofy l^inng, and dF ^e 
same cbeerfukess of disposition^ thus pro^ing> by 
their faith and practice^ that true religion had iti 
each of them had her perfect work. Both of them 
wrqte at an advanced period of life — and^ consi- 
dering that Mr. Stevens vmA arrived at the TOtfa 
year of his age> his life of Mr. Jones is a wodi of 
great iliteUectual abihiy ; and beisiay juctiy bci de- 
pominiii^d the Isaac Walton x>f the 1^ cratory.^ 
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Te Ae volume^ caHed by him OvSevog t^tty he 
added hi» letter signed Am — ^and the sketdi of 
Mr. Jones^ as first published in the Anti-Jacobin 
Rei^ew ; and haying in the blank lAeet at the be- 
ginning of the vdlume^ written in his own hand the 
aceountof iio&o^^ which has been already c<^ied^* 
he in Uie leaf at the end wrote what follows : 

" After a lapse of twehty years^ in whidi 
'^ NOBODY maintained the character he had done 
'' for near half a century before^ of being icobody^ 
'' and dcMng nothings he once more Ustened to 
^^ ihe Devil's temptation of making a book> by 
^ whieh he was to get as mudi money as fame^ 
^^ and ttt much £u(ne as money ; and having, with 
'' DO small ado^ taken up the old pen^ worn lo the 
*' itump^ and past mendings he made the other 
^^ struggle^ and wr<rte ^e preceding letter signed 
*^ AiN^ as well as the biographical sketch to the 
** memory of an old friend and his own folly^ 
'^ which^ if they prove nothing else, prove this 
'' one point, that he is no changeling, but as the 
*^ signature of the letter imports, the same nobody 
*' he ever was. 

** Of the many excellent friends^ with which he 

'^ was blessed at the former period^ several are 

^^ now fiallen asleep, and he has to deplore, not 

/^onlyhb loss^ but his extreme dulness in not 

* See p. 117- 
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^^ pirofiting mon by their conTeiwtion tmd *ex- 
^' aniple> while tiiey were emitifiutd to> bitti. 

'^ A kmd indulgent Pnofridence^ kowe^r^ has 
^* ndsed up other friends of distiDguiihed tMtii 
** and agreeable manners in their steady to be « 
" coorfbrt to him in his declining years. Whether 
'^ he tements mic»ely his neglect of «he past 
^ opportunities affonrded him for impravement will 
** best appear by tte me he mi^c» of the ad- 
*^ vanti^es be now enjoys ; flioug^ it is to be ap- 
** preiieiided^ redeeming the tnne^ at Ae eleventh 
^^ hour cf the day^ wiB be wiUi him a hopeless task. 
«^ IHie iM aoqvahktance, his watchfil aMend- 
^ ant bi^rto through Mfis, who bcm- Ms^ testf- 
^* numy in time past^ and knomng himy mAM et 
^' jft cvte, has little reliance on his exertiom, and 
^ ia afraid, that to him may be €^>plied[ JM HkIt 
^^ fcA extent the WQids of the poet : 

^AttblHySMisiitpeQts^himfielfafael; . 
<< Knoun ti at/9r%, «Dd reforms Ug plijn ;. , 
" Kiff^ ohWes Ws lofamoua delaj, 
^^ Pushes his prudent purpose to resolve^ 
^^ In all the magnanimity of thought ; 
^' Resohes, and re-resohes; then ^Bes the same. 
^^ Vanity of vanities^ 
*^ AH is vanity 

^^ Says the Preacher, 

'* To which sv^^dctihes, 
'' W- S." 
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'^Birt^tiHyii^li Mr. Stereiis neref {luWiAed-any 
edifflt* tkat cttofrfae c&Hed hkr own wcriu^ excepts 
du)86 that tore bc^en mentioned, yet he was always 
eoHsideraiig^howrthe worid might be benefited by 
tbe litcfwy Ibboiirs of (rtfaera: and; thtrofeire, he 
wttt 8* great iencouraf^r ef ibis moBf learned and 
abte firiendi Mr. <idnc9, ia; Ae paUication of bm 
Tartoi» vTorksi whidf he kkmelf; «^» we hatd jim 
tfeen, afterwards' Kved to cotteet. Nor was be 
adwayis idte tiiiMdf. At the be^tminy of "Ae 
year 179Si, Mr. Stevens and the Christiaii worid> 
tfiore depdved of that ^wtrirafi^oriimient i»id 
pSiar of the CSiurch of En^biid^ Bishc^ Hbrne, 
baving bien advanced to the miire only about 
tv/o years: and though his worthy and pk)ui 
rdation was too Mligious and too much rmgned 
to the will of Crod, ta^iorrow as Me wlH|oKf Adpe^; 
yet, I 'weti remember^ ili!reqnireJl' ott the tender 
and iaffiiqtiiMate solidlu^of hiii^rarrttiiigl^ends 
lo fill up that void, whibk ^e de^h of lihii his 
earliest and dearesifiiend created' in his heaft. 
Aceovdaoi^ly, under this tevere loss, 'he consded 
himself, and soothed his afflicted mind, by pre- 
se«thig to^ tbe wortd the third amd fonrtfa vdl^mes 
of tbe isc^moni, and the Tolumd of ocoasional 
disopmrsesTiof Acit yencMble departed |jreliite.' ^ A 
Hiie acceptable g^ to the pious tod devoot 
Cbriitiane^nM not be presented. Thepe arein aH 
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t))e writmj^ of ffitlmp Home sud a sweebMM.of 
dictk>ii^ such a persuanve. and oompiaeeiit maii-^ 
Ber> and at the same time radi powerfol desonp*^ 
tionft oi fatwnty, as cannot but prodw^ the 
intended eflfect upon the mind. A man n»y 
read many -works of divinity, and he greatly 
pleaiedand edified by them ; but I will venture to 
tay^ that if he be posaessed of the true Christian 
fl|iirit, he will always return to the writings of 
this great teacher with a keenier zest; and^ to use 
his own emphatic language, in his preftce tathe 
Commentary on the Psalms, '^ he that tast^ them 
'^ truest will rdish thimi the most/' It is miftch 
to be lamented, and Mr. Stevens used firteq|iwnd]i 
to lament, that the Bishop had not prepaoedfcNr 
Ihe press some sermons he had written. son.&e 
llth chapter of the Hebrewi^^ mentioned^ in 
page 1^1 of Ii(Hme's life: €[>r all who hate ^4 
the good f(»rtune to see the manumit of ^tito 
three first of them, ars I have, would hav^ i^tHced 
at the whole being completed, so as to.me^ the 
puUiceye, in the perfect state the Bishop hms^ 

wiiriied. 

]^t it is not cmly for three vdumea of ^Mh^'m 
Discourses that we are indebted to Mr. St^ena^ 
for to his hints also we are obliged for the eele- 
brated Letters on Infidelity, written by the Jffiysbopr 
and which are addressed to Mr. I^vf as# n^^ 
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tlte initials of W. S. Esq. The history of these 
letters is this :-*— Soon after the death of Mr. David 
Hume^ Dr. Adam Smith had published a letter 
respecting bim^ which the Bishop calls the em* 
ploymevU €f embalming a philosopher, and there* 
fore the Bishop^ then Dr. Home^ thinking that 
Dr. Smith's letter might be of very dangerous 
consequence^ addressed an anonymous answer to 
him^ of which the argument is convincing^ and 
the humour easy and natural. This production 
of Dr. Home was so well received^ that Mr. 
Stevens suggested the idea of the Letters on 
Infidelity; for in the introductory letter the 
Bishop thus writes : — ^' Dear Sir> you express 
'^ your surprise^ that after the fitvourable manner 
'^ in which the letter to Dr, Smith was received 
^ by the public^ and Ae service^ which, as you 
^ are pleased to say, was effected by it, nothing 
'^ furdier should have been attempted; especially 
''as 'An Apology for the Life and Writings of 
f ' David Hume, Esq/ made its appearance soon 
'' afterwards, and some posthumous tracts of that 
'' phil06(^her have been since published, to com-* 
'' plete the good work he had so much at heart, 
^' not to mention other productions on the side of 
'^ infidelity. A few strictures on the nature and 
'' tendency, the principles and reasonings of such 
''performances, thrown out from time to time^ 

K 
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'^ in a concise and lively way, jftm obseroe^ aie 
'' better catcuUted to suit the taste and turn ^ 
'^ the present age, than long and elaborate dwser- 
'f tations : and y^u see no reason why a method. 
*' practised by Voltaire (mxd so much commended. 
'^ by D'Akmbert,) agatnat religion, should not be 
'^ adopted by tlwse who write fer it. In compH^ 
" mice with these hints, and that you may not 
^' think me desirous of leading an idle life, when 
'^ m^re is so much^^ork to be done, I have formed 
'' a resolution to look over my piqpers, and address 
'' whati may happen to find anuMig them to your- 
^' self, in a series of letters/* It is quite maniliMt 
then from this letter, that to. Mr« Stevens's hinta 
and suggestions, to Dr. Home the wocld is in- 
debted for the production of tiKise inimitaUe 
l^ers, in which the infidds bf that day were hAd 
up to desarved li^cule and coBtem|]^ To tiie 
nme source the wodd is muck indebted fee many 
of the materials of which Mr. Jonea eoniposed 
the life of Bishop HorM, as is manifest from the 
Prdatory Epistle to the Life, addressed to WiDiam 
Stevens, Esq. I h»ve already mentioii^ in a 
former part of this work, that the fourth edition of 
the Hebrew and English Lexicon were addilessed 
to him and three otiher gentlemen by tbe Rev. 
Jc^n Parkhurst. Such were the literary com^ 
positions <^ Mr. Stevens,, and siicIl the Jahoun 
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of others^ in which he took an active and zealous 
part. 

It 19 we)l known to the readers of hidtory^ that 
from the time of the Reformation till the yeaf 
1610^ the state of Church Goyernintot in Scotland 
was in a very fluctuating condition i but in thai 
year James the Fhnst of England^ and of Scotland 
the Sixths after bis accession to the English throne, 
tstabfehed Episcopacy in Scotkind, which, how- 
ever, again fdl a sacrifice to the troubles in thd 
reign of Qmries the First, vthen all order and 
goveruiiienty civil and ecclesiastical, became a prey 
to the tyranniod government of puritariism and 
CfomwelL As soon as the restoration of the 
royal family toofc place in the p6rs6n of ChaYleS 
the Second, Episcopacy aliw> was rei^tored in Scot- 
land, and contiiiufed to be the esfoUished govertit* 
went of the Scottish ChurcK tiB the Revolution 
of 1688. How it happened I know not; but t 
believe the fact to be, that King William* ap- 
plied to the Scotch Bishops t6 exCrt their influence 
itv his behalf; and on condition of their 'comply- 
ing with his wishes^ offered to protect and sup- 

* See a curiou9 letter ^n this snbje^ from Bishop Rose^ 
Bishop of £dinbargh) at the time of the Revolutiooi in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for April, 177^; which he bad ad» 
dressed to Bishop Campbell, another Scottish Bishop^ author 
of a celebrated work on the Intermediate State. 
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port their Church. This proposal^ however, was 
unanimously rejected; and therefore the same; 
convention of estates, which conveyed the Crown 
to William and Mary, abolished Episcopacy, and 
substituted Presbytery as the established form nf 
Qmrch Government in Scotland: and thus things 
have remained to the present day. It is not ne- 
cessary for me in this place to go through a very 
minute detail of the sufferings of the Clei^ of that 
Qiurch for exactly one century : but I must, in a 
life of Mr. Stevens, who Ux^ so active a part ia 
her behalf, and who lived to see her emerging 
fipom the obscurity in which she had so long 
l^oaned, from too rigid an adherence to the literal 
sense of the apostolical precept of submission to 
the supreme power, take some notice of the lead- 
ii^g points respecting it. It may also be of use to 
those who have not paid that attention to the na*" 
ture and constitution of the Christian Church, as 
unconnected with the State, which ought to be 
known by all well informed Members of the PnK 
testant Episcopal Church of Great Britain or 
Irdand. 

The consequence of what was done by the 
Convention of Estates^ and an Act of the Scottish 
ParliuMnt which followed it, was, that fourteen 
Bishops, including the two Arch-bishops of Glas- 
^w and St, Andrew's^ and about 900 Clergy* 
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lutving refused to submit to the new Government/ 
were obliged to relinquish their charge^ in which 
Presbyterian Ministers were generally placed. 
Notwithstanding this total overthrow of Epis- 
copacy^ and the very severe penal laws^ which 
passed against the Clergy^ on account of theur 
real or supposed disaffection^ which gained 
much countenance from their refusing to take 
(he oaths^ (and thence the name of Non-jurors) 
or to pray for the King hy name in the forms 
of divine worship^ they almost all continued 
to officiate privately to such as were disposed to 
attend upon their ministrations. The Bishops^ 
though they had lost their dignities^ revenues, 
seats in Parliament^ and all temporal power^ 
preserved their spiritual power in the Churchy 
^ich is inherent in the nature of their office ; 
taking care^ as often as vacancies happened in the 
College of Bishops^ to preserve the succession by 
new and regular consecrations. But as the ne- 
cessities of their now small body/ as a Ghurch, 
did not require the continuance of so large a num* 
ber of the Episcopal Order^ they have allowed 
the Episcopal College to sink to about six in 
number^ and there are about sixty Clergymen of 
their communion besides in Scotland. But al« 
though many of the old members of this Chulth^ 
from their notions of indefeasible hereditary ri^l^ 
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did not feel thenisekes at liberty to retioiiiite tli^f^ 
ifUegiande to that fitmily^ to whieh some of Hasat 
had swora allegiance ; miufiy of her CS^gy did 
not suppose their religion had ^iiy^ng to ^ 
tnth politic ; not did they take tipon them to 
give an opinion upon the question between the 
House of Stewart and the faniily of our present 
grac;ious Sovereign. But it is due to them to say^ 
that no set of m^n could hare behaved with more 
ire^ignatioji under ^ueh aS9ictin^ circumstaRces : 
tiiey took no part^ foinented no disturbances in the 
rebellion of 171^:, nor in that of 1745> although 
the t^en reigning powers thought it necessary at 
that time to pass most severe laws against them ; 
but they continued in the qui^^ decent, aftd most 
peBLceni^e exercise of th^r stnritueil f^uctior^B^ in 
the miserably restn^ipc^ manner^ in which they 
were permitted by the penal law^ to ex^cise 
them. It was Mfith heart-felt joy, therefore, that 
the heads of Ihis Church, upoQ the tleath of the 
only person who Continued his claim, in oppo* 
sition td the reigning fapifly, in April 1788, found 
themselves at liberty to c^ll upo^ thi^ C^NtS^ ^^^ 
f^aity, over whom ^y vfere placed, *^ siJLtociit to 
the present government pf the kin^om^ as vested 
in the person of his M^e^ty King George the 
Third ; ^nd to direct thajt public prayers for ike 
%mg %^ mmie should he autborkatively intro^ 
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daced^ and afterwards continued in the rdigiouB 
ass^mbiies of that Church. Their 8ubmiBsion 
trsus^ according to a letter from one of the Secre- 
taries of State^ accepted by his Majesty^ in the 
most gracious and condescending manner ; and 
the Bkhops received Msurances frxim some of the 
gttBt Officers of State^ that the step they had 
lately taken was highly commended; aud that 
Hiere was little doubt ^at the clergy and people 
cf that communion would now be relieved. from 
the penal statutes^ under which &ey had been so 
long labouring. Accordingly four of the Bi8ho|», 
Skinner^ Abem^hy^ Drummond^ and Stradian, 
iset out for London, and arriived in April 1789, 
just at the time^, when the whole British nation 
were overwhelmed wfth the deepest sense of 
gratitude to Almighl^^ God for the recovery of 
our beloved Sovereign from the sevete iUness 
with which he had been ^Eifflicted. Upcm such an 
occasion no doubt was entertained that relief 
would be readily granted— and a Bill was ao- 
cordingly l)rought in and passed the House ci 
Commons tincuiimously^ Mr. Secretary Duiidaf 
(afterwards^ Lord Viscount HelviUe) most gene'* 
rously declaring in his place, that though he vnu 
of an old Presbyterian family, yet his office, and 
frequent residence in Scotknd, had given him an 
opportunity i^knowing much of the fipiscopidians : 
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that h^ did tl(A bdiwe a more yafaiftble body df fiicsii 
existed ; and that as they had lived in a state of 
porerty aiEid distress for one Iniiidred years, 
from a conscientious, thotigfa mistaken, B&EktrenGt 
to what they conceived to be their daty^, that if 
they now felt themselves warranted in tnmsft^trmg 
their allegiance and duty to our present Kin^ aad 
his iUttfi^oas house, he wotdd pledge himself that 
Ji» Majesty would not have more \0y9l mibjecte 
in the kingdoHk. But though matters weAton 
thiui smoothly in the Commons' House Of Parliai^ 
jment> yet^the Bill met with a (Afferent fiite in the 
HoBse of LcMrd«; for Lord Chwceltor Thurlow> 
who was never supposed to be a v^ deep 
thediogian, n6r particubrly weH versed in ecele* 
siastical history^ stated scime ol^jectkms to the Bill ; 
and on the ^6th of June toovtd that it should be 
read that day three months^ which of course <Ut^ 
posed of the Bill for that Session. 

It was upon thk occasion that the four Scotch 
Bishops, having brought letters of introduction to 
tome oi them> were introduced to the Rev. Dr* 
Gasidn> Mr. Stevens, and James Allan Park, Esq. 
(now one <^ his Majesty's Counsel) who from thiA 
time foilh became a voluntary Committee for 
managing in England tibe Affidrs of the Scotdi 
Episcopal Church. Of the other two gentlemen 
it 18 not necessary thati should at present speak i 
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Imt ^ wko had im opportunity of knowing i^hat 
Mr. Stevens did^ as the writer ci this Memoir had> 
know with what zeal^ ability^ and perseverance^ 
he laboured in the cause : he believed^ as all true 
Churchmen believe> the Scotch Episcopal Oiurch 
to be a pure primitive part of the Church Chris'- 
tiuoi, in doctrine^ diKipline^ abd worship^ main* 
taining the tenets of the Establishment in Elng- 
had. It will Imrdly be believed^ however, that 
m^twithstttBdiiig all this^ the zealous labours of 
Mr. Stevens Smd the rest of the Committee, the 
activity of the most exc^knt JKshop ^nner, who 
came a second time to London ttpon the occasion^ 
the cordial cooperation of the Bidiops in this 
country> and the able speech of the then Bishop of 
St. David's (tibrsley)> cconbating all Lord Chan- 
cdlor Thurlow's arguments upon the validity of 
the Scottish Orders^ it was not till the 11th of 
June, 179^, that Mr. Stevens^ and his brethren * 
of the Liondon Committee, had the satisfaction of 
bearing thd Royal Assent given to the BilL which 
enaUed the Members of our Sister CSuirch again 
to assemble for the purpose of public worships 
without fear of moiestation or imprisonment* 
Mr. Stevens's general opinion was that notions 
respecting (he Qiurch were very £EdIacious ; and 
that people did not suflkiently distinguish between 
4he Church connected with, and not connected 
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<rith, die Stale. Thus in a kiter of Ae 1st of 
Afey^ 1797> to Biihop Skhmer^ he says : 

^' I obseire what you say of Mr. Jones's Scr- 
^' mons <m the Church. Perhaps^ from your sitoa- 
*' tion^ you are more upon yoiu* gvnrd^ a(id m<H*e 
'^ correct in your language than you wcmld other- 
''wise possibly tibink necessary. Mr. Jot»es eer^ 
'' taittfy thinksas you doon the subject^ luid when 
f' he speaks of Oirktians in iSbe Churchy eaidcut 
^' of theChurdi^ it is only in compliance with the 
^' customary way of speakings oeilling all who pro- 
^' fess to beHeve in Ghrist-indiscriminately Chris^ 
^^ tians. MtMartg establi»hment nece$Mry to the 
'^ ex^ence of the Cfturcft^ as mamf are i^t to do, 
^^ is a grievous mi^ake; but to be sure it is a 
^' convenient appendage; and thare is no harm 
^' in Kings being nursing fitthers^ if they wiBl 
^' nurse it prc^periy." 

He seems in this letter to have accorded fuDy 
with the irery learned Bishop Horsley, who in a 
m<Mre detailed manner in the House of Lor&, in 
answer to ^e Lord CSiane^or ^huriow^ states 
^ point &us: 
^' My Lords, 

''^niese ^iscopaltans take a distmction, and 
" it is a just distinction, between a purely spiri- 
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^' tual and a poUticfJ Epkqopacy. A political 
'' ^pii^opacy belongs tp s^n established Churchy 
^^ and has no exiiitence out of an establishment. 
^^ This sort of Episcopacy was necessarily un« 
'^ known in the world, before the time of Con- 
*' stantine. But in all th6 preceding ages there 
*' was a pwre spmtual Episcopacy, an order of 
'' mm set apart to inspect and manage the spiritual 
^ affair$ of the CkUrch, as a society in itself total^ 
^^ umotmeeted with civil government. Now, my 
'^ Lordsy these Scotch Episcopalians tffink, that 
'^ when thfeir Church was cast off by the State at 
^ the Revolution^ ttieir Church in Hm discarded^ 
^' divided state, reverted to that which had been 
'^ the condition of every Church in Christendom. 
^' Before the establishment of Christianity in the 
'^ Iio«aan Enipire, by Constantine the Great, that 
'^ losing all their political capacity, they r^ained, 
^^ however, the authority of the pure spirUtud 
^^ Epispopa^ wiUiin the Church itself; and that 
*' is the sort of Episcopacy to which they now 
'^ pretend : and I, as a Churchman, have respect 
'' for that pretension/' This opinion entertained 
by Bishop Horsley was exactly the same as that of 
Bishop Home, mentioned by Mr. Jones in his 
life of that venerable Prelate, 9d edit. p. 149, 
et subs. *' for he had considered that there is such 
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^ a thing ds a pure and primitive Constitnticm of 
*^^ the Church of Christy when viewed apart from 
*' those appendages of worldly power and worldly 
'' protection^ which tire sometimes mistaken^ as if 
^' they were as essential to tke being of the Churchy 
'' as they are useful to its sustentation/' * 

I was anxious to give the reader some account of 
the opinion entertained by two such eminent pre* 
lates^ upon the subject of which I have been led 
to treat; because it accords so exactly with the 
sentiments of the extraordinary layman^ whose 
life and opinions are now under consideration^ as 
iqppears from his Essay on the Churchy mentioned 
above; because it is of importance that every 
maUj who regards the Church of which he is a 
member^ should understand the foundations upon 
which it rests; and because it must be a matter 
of curiosity to men of education and reading to 
know something of a Churchy of whose existence 
they may never have heard before ; and to whose 

* That BOftt excellent ^an^Bisbop Horne^ anxioiis as he 
\ra8 for the ititeresto of the Scotch Episcopal Church, did not 
live to see the relief granted ; for, to the inexpressible Ion of 
the Church, he departed this life on the 17th of Janoarj* 
1792; but the BiU for the Relief of the Scottish Episco. 
palians did not pass into a law tiU the month of Jane 
fellowing. 
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future welfare and happiness they may have an 
opportunity of contributing, as they will find by 
the subsequent part of this narrative. 

Even Mr. Stevens, who, in his labours that I 
have just mentioned, and in what he afterwards 
contributed, was one of her best benefactors, did 
not know that there was an Episcopal Church re* 
maining in Scotland, till the affair of the conse- 
cration of Bishop Seabury, of Connecticut, with 
whom he was well acquainted, and who was of 
unblemished reputation and eminent parts, led 
him to know that there was such a remnant 
of pure episcopacy in the Northern part of 
Britain.* 

In the year 1794, and to the time of his deaths 
Mr. Stevens continued to be an annual contri* 
butor to a Fund for the Relief of the Widows 
and Orphans of the Episcopal Clergy in Scot- 
land; giving £20 the first year, and ten guineas 
every year after, and collecting from three or 
four other friends live guineas from eadi an^ 
nually« 

* If the reader would wish to know more of the HIstorjr 
of the Scotch Episcopal Church up to the time of the repeal 
of the Peoal Statutes, let him consult the Ecclesiastical His- 
tory of Scotland, in two volumesi hy the Rer. John Skinner, 
father of the worthy Bishop of Aberdeen^ the Primus Sootia 

E]^SC0pU9. 
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It is reinsrkaUe that the last great kboalr •f 
love, in whidi this faithful servant of his bless^ 
master engaged himself^ vras in the service of that 
defiressed portion of ihe Christian Church ; the 
darcDinsCances of which I am now abost to relate. 
One of the unhiq[ypy consequences of tl^ penal 
laws was^ that men of seriously disposed minds of 
the Episcopal per8u»ion^ who were unwilling to 
sutgect themselves to the penalt«^ infiicted on 
those lajrmen^ who dioutd attetid the meeting* 
bouses of the ntm-jurbig clergy^ resorted to a 
pfam^ so irregular and aiiomalous, that nothing 
could justify but tiie peculiar circumstances of the 
case. Clergymen ordained in the Churches of 
England and Irdafid were invited to open chapels 
hn Edinbwgh and ttie populous dhrtricts of Scot* 
iMid^ vffaare drvine service was soletoiitized^ ac- 
cording to the rites and ceremonies of the Church 
of EnglsUid. They would not submit to thef ju- 
risdiction of the Scottish Bishops — the Prdates of 
Bngliudd and Irehind could exercise no jurisdic- 
tion over^hose in Scotland; and although^ by 
being themselves duly ordained^ these clergymen 
could administer the Sacraments^ and perform all 
the other functions of the priesthood; yet all 
Episcopal offices were wanting — their chapels 
were unconsecrated ; the children of their con- 
gregations were unconfirmed; and this odsurdj^ 
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miA cantradktionocoBn^d^ that'th^wcnre'j&pir* 
copaUans, witfaout the mipertnteadeitee of «2i 
Mpi$oofmSi 

Tbe06 g^a^kmea thc^nseWes Mt theabsurdiiy 
as well as (be wmito of their sttualioB ; tnd ]stlier> 
ti^n yidid to the lawful aad flpuritaal jinrimtictkm of 
the Bidnyps^ widun whose district»^ ProWileiice 
of Gbd had pfaM^ed tbem^ they were eveirdeMroM 
of violating the Act of Union between Bng^ 
land and Scotland^ in ordinr to «up]% the defect 
which thiey so saisiUy experienced. It is related 
in Ihe life ci Biriiop Hcime^ and Irem^nber ibe 
fetct^ Ibat a dergyman of ^xyfiond^ vibo had re- 
ceived EtigUi^ wdinatioa^ applied tohis Loid« 
ship^ wishing to be comideted m aoder tlie juris* 
diction of som^ English Bishop. But the viNxe^ 
rahle Preble gave nocountMfance to tiie proposal, 
and. advised the ^plicant to acknowledge tiie 
jffidoop^ of the Diocese in whicb he lived/ who, faii 
Lordidiip knew, woidd be reaii^ to receive ham 
into conummiion, and require notfamg of him but 
what wai^ neoessai^ to imintein the order dnd 
imity of aChristiBsi.Cikwch^awariiKghimattiie 
same time^ that if he vfereaprivat3e> cleigynom, 
he should feel himself happy to be nndaer the a»« 
thority of such a Bishop. 

It might hKve been expected that when the 
penal laws Mme repealed ; and whw tba laity 
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were no Imiger subject to severe dbabilities^ aii4 
when every clei^man of the Episcopal Churdi 
had the opportunity of free and perfect tderatioD^ 
that this Schism (for Schism it undoubtedly is, 
howev^ those clergymen, who still soothe their 
eonsdences by denying that it is so, may call it by 
a different name) would have been immediately 
healed : especially as the Bishops of the Scottish 
Church addressed a pastoral letter to the English 
and Iridi ordained clergy, who oflKciated in Scot- 
land, inviting, and offering to receive them into 
fiill communion, and to give (hem the right-l^nd 
of Christian fellowship. These gentlemen, asU 
further excuse, replied, that as the Episcopal 
Oiurch of Scotland had no Confessional, they had 
given no proof that their doctrines, as they pre- 
teoded, were the same as those of the Churdi of 
England. Accordingly the Bishops held a con* 
vocation in Qctober, 18M, in which it wbb uim* 
nimously resdved, to adc^t and subscribe the 
Thirty-nine Articles of the Church c^ England, 
astfaeir Confessional, and to use them as umh in all 
future times, the Bishops entering it in thcar 
Diocesan Registers, as an ^tablished rule, not 
to confer orders on any one, who shall not subscribe 
those Articles in the same manner. 

Immediately upon tiiis highly proper and im- 
portant step, one of the most eminent of Ui^ 
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E%Ii^ oidain^ Clergy, 0%#tijag %t J^m]i^x^ • 
^ Pastor in Piif imty pf t^ UniifepHy ^^ Ox^l^j 
qf gre§^ piety, JpqTWflg, ftfd ftf PlWpl'Wy WPx 
inpupteO^y pul||ifii^ ^ sfeort, \mi( mp^ 9^ 
atfUm^ at, tQ U$^ ccingregatioD^ of the q^tjv^. 
upon w^i^ he ae$^ in Bub^tiUting Ifip^f^ tp ^e 
juri84i(:tipi| pf th^ Ppi^opjil CpUegp, tq ^Wteh he 
^^^e4 the»^ PW|4 mw ^ RO BQPSiVlP plQi^ti^n, 
inftWnuph ^ thp Bpiscpp^ (:!httrqh of Spptk^tt4i» 

^ true Church/ ii| which the pwre t^fjud of GM is 
pfpaphed, p.nd the SftfipapjgBto w^fl sdmmiiteM^ 
appppj^iqg tq Chwl^ wdipftucp; m ^ Ac^^e 
aiiJ^ gpwpqj^ ChWcheP «l Bn^lftlMi, Ir«tel^d; 
and 6cptl(^nd te the samif ; and a^ the Apoatolical 
im§cfi9sipii iff the mmi with ^t pf the Chupdi of 
f:9gl»i|4 the preseait governora of the Secrfch 
Epi^cpp^l Cfaupch deriving their aufliprity in direct 
f^nd i|fihrQh§n 9!jc€es»p« firom thoge S^eptch 
Pifhi^s who were upnie^r^ted hy Prefeto ef the 
CJiwch of l^nglafiC %t W^tmfei«tei?> in l€Plv 
Jie $herefQ?e co}lt^ad^d> th^t the ^ontinuincfe of 
the sep4i?ation vm wholly jeawelegi. Bat, fipn- 
tinuesf he, cms^k^ %eparatim ftom fu%t 
Church is the sin of Schism, an offence, of which 
it is impossible tNl^ a^iy pioi;^ and pplightened 
Christian caij think lighdy.* The Rev. Dp. 

^ <' It is contrary to Christian unity to separate ourselves 
^' from a Church ^hich Ibllow&Jthe doctrine and ordinances 
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Sandford then proceeds to point out the ad- 
vantages, both to clergy and laity, of an Episcopal 
body, of having an Episcopal head; and then 
concludes his short but powerful address in this 
energetic manner: — '^ I have studied this impor-- 
'^ tant subject for a considerable length of time, 
'* with the utmost attention. I shall be happy to . 
'^ converse with any of my congregation, who may 
" wish to know, in greater detail, the reasons 
" upon iiiiiich I have formed my judgment on a 
'' question no less interesting to them than tomy- 
'^ self. But it is my serious and settled conviction, 
" that it is only by my submission to the Primus 
'' of the Episcopal College, the Bishop of Aber- 
'' deen, (who, during the present vacancy of flie 
^' Diocese of Edinburgh, is my Diocesan) that I 
" can satisfy my own conscience ; that I can act 
'' agreeably to the awful responsibility which I 
'' bear as a Minister of the Gospel oif our blessed 
'' Lord and Saviour ; or discharge my duty towards 
'' those for whose spiritual wel&re I am bound, by 
'' the. strongest obligations, to be solicitous/' 
The conseqpiences were such as Mr. Stevens 

<^ of Christ and his Apostles, and answers ererj good end of 
<< Christian worship and Christian fellowship.'* 

A Short Catechism btf the Right Rev. Thomas Bur^ess^ 
Lord Bishop of St. DavU's. 
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had foreseen would arise from prudent, mild, and 
conciliatory measures ; and which, by his regular 
correspondence with Bishop Skinner, (of which I 
am in possession by the kindness of that excellent 
person) he was always enforcing; for several of 
the most respectable of the English ordained 
Clergy, with their congregations both in Edin- 
burgh and other parts of Scotland, acceded to the 
proposed union of the two Episcopalian parties^ 
and put themselves under the spiritual authority 
of the Scottish Bishops. Another most important 
advantage arising from this measure has been, that 
the worthy Bishop, who had presided over the 
Diocese of Edinburgh for many years, and who^ 
on account of his great age, (being upwards of 
fourscore years) requested leave to resign his 
Episcopal functions, the Right Rev. Dr. Sandford, 
above-mentioned, has been elected and conse- 
crated to the spiritual oflSce of a Bishop, with the 
charge of the Diocese of Edinburgh: and the 
writer has the satisfiiction to add, that at the time 
when he writes this, not above two congregations 
so fair forget the unity so desirable in every 
Episcopal Church, as to resist the union with those 
who have the spiritual right to rule over them. 
I tekve been the more diffuse in this account, be- 
cause it must be a matter of great curiosity to the 
student in ecclesiastical history; because Mr: 

L3 
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Stevens was continually consulted upon the {uro^ 
per measures to be adopted; andhewashborioat 
and indeiatigable in his consideration and corres- 
p<mdence upon the subject : and because this very 
union led to still further ex^ions of this goo4 
man's benevolence^ both in his personal labours 
Mid pecuniary bounty^ for the comfort and hap** 
piness of the ecclesiastical members of that body. 

Delightful as it was to all good men who fedi 
bow joyful it is for brethren to dw^ together ia 
unity^ to beh<4d such a schism *80 nearly healed ; 
yet it was matter of great lamentation to die laity 
to see theur ffishops and PastorSj who are not exr 
cdled by any Clergy in pi^y and learnings and 
e^aupbury behaviour^ unable to supp^urt that dB* 
cent rank in sodety to which they are so weU en<- 
titled^ and which is so necessary to give w^gtit 
to their characters^ and effect to their public mi* 
niitrations. Inasmudi therefi^re as all incmie 
arising frmn the State was cut down at ibe Revo^ 
liMion^ these reverend persons^ Bishq» as well as 
Prie^^ had nothing to rely upon but the emoiu** 
ments arising from their congregations^ vHiidh 
were often so limited in number^ and in suck 
narrow circumstances^ that the stipends of many 
of these pious and exemplary men did not exc^ 
the wages of a common day-labourer ! It coidd 
iiatj th^r^M^ but be matter of regret to ev^cy 
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well-disposed Qiristian^ indeed to wery feeKng 
heart, to see those who had had a liberal educa-? 
tion, and who filled the dtstingubhed station 
(whatever the worldling may think) of Ambas- 
sadors of their blessed Master^ with such pitifal 
incoi»es. It was also a circumstance worthy of 
remembrance^ that not a complaint o( the nar* 
lt>wne8s of their pecuniiury means ever escaped 
fix)m the lips of Ihese excellent men ; but they 
proceeded through evil report and good report, 
in hvnger and thirsty fiEuithfiilly and contentedly 
discharging aU the duties of their sacred casing. 
It seemed, therefore^ upon ^e removal o( the 
penal laws^ and upon this union being eSSscted^ 
that to make some improvement in their worthy 
cif cumstances^ was an ol^ect well deserving of 
attention. It therefore occurred to sMie valuable 
members ci the Episcofial persuasion at Edin« 
burgh^ in the foremost rank of whom stood die 
late greats because the good^ Sir William Forbes^ 
to form a fund for making a moderate addition t^ 
the incomes oi all the Bishops^ and most aeoes-^ 
sitous of the inferior Clergy.* 

* This subscription was to b^ enilr^y of a prirato nature. 
It included no application to Goremment, nor any idea of 
the lightest connection between the Episcopal Church at 
Sootlaad and the State. ^Hh regard to the Mtabllshed 
Presbyterian Chufob, UsaiottconsplcaoasininbirtaNWSll 
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Accordingly the Duke and Duchess of Buc- 
cleugh and Sir William Forbes set the subscrip- 
tion on foot in Scotland by large contributions^ 
and the latter being about to be removed for the 
reward of his virtues to a better world, added to 
his original subscription of £200 a legacy of 
jg200 more. No sooner was this most laudable 
plan commenced in that country, to which it 
more particularly applied, than the friends of 
Episcopacy in England^ desirous to do every thing 
in their power to forward the pious designs of 
tliose in Scotland, in fiavour of this long depressed, 
though pure portion of the Christian. Church, im- 
mediately formed themselves into a Committee, 
in order to collect subscriptions, to suggest plans, 
and in shorty to co-operate with the Scottish 
managers in every way in which their services 
for so good a cause might be required. This 
Committee originally consisted of James AUan 



1[nown to be men of most enlightened miods, who know too 
-weU the merits of the Episcopal Clergy, and their obscurity 
also, without power or influence, to entertain any jealousy 
of them. Indeed, it is but justice to say, that upon occasion 
of this subscription being set on foot, as well as of the a p. 
plication to Parliament for the relief to those of the £pisco. 
pal persuasion, the most ready consent to, and approbation 
o^both measures were afforded by some of the most eminent 
ipembvers of the esUblishmeat in Scotland. 
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Park^ Esq. the Chairman ; Uie very Rev. Gerrard 
Andrewes, Dean of Canterbury; the Rev. Dr. 
Gaskin ; William Stevens^ Esq. ; the Rev. Ro- 
bert Hodgson, Rector of St. George's, Hanover- 
square ; John Bowdler, Esq. of Hayes ; and John 
Richardson, Esq. ; and, it will be observed that of 
them, three were of the old Committee for pro- 
curing the repeal of the Penal Statutes. This 
Committee, jointly and individually, were most 
anxiously sedulous in the discharge of this volun- 
tary trust; and Mr. Stevens was himself indefa- 
tigable in endeavouring to procure subscriptions. 
But that he might not be supposed to attempt at 
influencing others to do what he had no intention 
of doing himself, his purse was ready and open, 
as usual, upon this occasion ; and he was himself 
the Jirst English subscriber of £ 100 ; and he had 
before his death (which happened in two or three 
months after that of Sir William Forbes, of whom, 
and Mr. Stevens, it might be said, they were 
lovely in their lives, and in their deaths were not 
long divided) the satisfaction of seeing that this 
work of faith, this labour of Christian benevolence, 
was meeting with a degree, of encouragement, 
worthy of its importance in the scale of humanity 
and charity.* 

* Notwithstandiog all the exertions of the Committees ia 
both countries, and notvrithstanding the liberal donations 
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Thfe horrors which thfe Prtnch Rievdltttlofi hdd 
produeed^ ^nd ev^n to *his day sil^ )p^odafcittg> fti 
ifeVery country ih Europe, ^d the total oVeHftl\yvr 

of man^ of the digaified Clergy io England, and a Vast body 
of the laity, yet tbe funds haVe only enable th^ Miuiagei^ 
^ allot £ lOO per 4nnAm to tlie Bislio^ resiffMg M ISditu 
i^r^h, £00 to tbe FrfiTi^, and 4^50 to each of the otbbr 
filihop8^«f 16 to a iery few^ and lafi 10 to also a very few 
of the inferior Clergy. But the Committees, both in Loo. 
4on and Edinburgh, do not remit their zeal and ardour ; they 
attribute much of the backwardness to subscribe, whicb Ithey 
discover, Ito )he sitnation of the Scottish Episcopal Cfe^^ 
not b^ing kifown, and if known, tiot tind\ei^t06d ^ aM t6 
tte rerj qitieft iind nnobtnnire manaer ib which the sbbscr^ 
tion has beei% and mtist bfB) carried on* They still trust, 
and eartiestly hope, that the great, the rich, and the yirtuous 
part of the community will enabfe them to do much more for 
those who stand in so iie^r a relation io the Founder of dub 
Holy Faith ; abd they rely conddiently it feasi, that all tIfMb 
inrl^ Stand in the same reiatidti to hiin In theChttr^of SagL 
Mifid) aOd ^ho have the meiins, will recoBect that tho^ the 
iputward splendour and t<$rritorial possessions of Scottish 
Episcopacy are no more, yet in soundness of doctrine, in so- 
lidity of learning, and in innocency of life, her Cleil^y are 
still a burnitig and shining light amidst a crbokei il'nd peri- 
Verse generation ; and although by the stire \Mrd \A )^o. 
phecy, the ^tcs of htH shidl n6t prehrMl ag^hst Ihe Chmi^ 
of Grod, yet In tholttscn^table dispmaatioBS of ProTidooee it 
may hereafter be asked, where is the Church of England? as 
we now say, where is the Episcopal Church of Scotland ? Let 
*them considelr these things and act aedonfingly. 

See a Sermon Sf Bithop iiorsl^. 
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bf all s<^tid ]^iikcipl68 in pdiiics^ timnds^ and re- 
hgiOAj could niyt M to atifect die nmid t)f this ex- 
^etteiit \ntiii with tibe ^^epest concam^ and whid^ 
i^6Aeeni> i»()(m lifter th^ l^tel overthrew of the 
andfent mbna^chy of Francfe^ by i)ie nmMter of 
Aeil* SdV^eig^n^ k« dMtt e^preiGH^ in Mters t6 
fitebop Sktttner> and to a ytMln^ fi*ieild> imd 
^^m^ iftou^h i»h(>!Kly> the <»MBe df sadiamisd- 
mble iitei^fittion of all k^utid ][)rindpieB$ and stffl 
looks forward with the eye of th^ faith aild hop6 
of a Christian^ beyond the present cloudy to him 
who ruleth in (lie king^ms «f #Aen^ and who Vill 
shew that he is King, be the people never so im- 
ptttiknt; thai he ^ioeth t^on the chertdrim, %e the 
kcerth never «d linpfiet .- 

"^ The tink^ ifikfe «iHyftj^ and appeurances w an- 
"* mxiA, tkdA the Atei%hty, one Oxotld suppose^ 
^' bad €ioMe ig^tot wo)^k in Imta. SutrnorcKnary 
*' t^etiiM may be expected from the extrawr*nary 
""' dpemioifis *dlr c«Tyi6^ on. The more liian 
'' diaWlicd fifty of the French Atl^eiste is uttwly 
^'adti^iiAiinj^; Oteyco^^xi^ngs^eaandlandtomtdie 
"^ proi^^yiM^ and hare lieen too sncoessfol; but 
'* One tking Aey cannot do, tbey cannot make 
'' them itiolre the chfldren of hell than themsdvei. 
*^ Whether for Aeir own punietenent, or tb6 
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'' punishineiit of others^ all thi$ is permitted^ God 
'' only knows, and time will discover. Mischief 
" was meant against us^ but seen soon enoughs 
'^ I trust, to be prevented : and as God can bring 
" good out of evil, I am inclined to hope, from 
^' the effect it seems already to have had on us^ 
^' that the fatal tend^cy of this levelling spirit^ 
'' and dereliction of principle, will be so manifest 
'' as to lead us to ask for the old ways, that we may 
'' walk therein." 



Again he says to his young friend : 



''As oratory has been prostituted so much of 
" late to the vilest of purposes, I hope you will 
'^ employ yours to counteract the mischief that this 
^' speechifying seems to be bringing on all Eu* 
" rope. We are come to such a pass, that with 
'' the new philosophers, there is no such thing as 
'' malum in se, or, malum prohibitum. We have 
'' left our Bibles, and no man thinks of obedience 
^'for conscience sake. Therefore doas all this 
*' evil come upon us : and in our punishment we 
'' may see our sin. Do not you, my young friend, 
'' suffer yourself to be carried away with the 
'^ abominable principles of the present times re- 
'^specting Government: but read the old blade 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILUAM STEVENS^ ESQ. 155 

'^ letter ; have recourse to the law of Grod^ and to 
'*■ the testimony thereof: if they speak not accord- 
" ing to thenij there is no truth in them." 

It was about this time that Mr. Stevens and 
several of his friends were deeply impressed with 
the dread that such principles^ as these which were 
openly avowed in France, and too much encou- 
raged by the licentious and profligate in England^ 
would gain daily strength, especially among the 
jroung and inexperienced, if not stron^y counter- 
acted by a recurrence to some fixed and steady 
rules which had governed our forefathers in esta- 
blishing our glorious Constitution bo4h in Church 
and State. It was thought that those, who were 
to. become the authorized instructors of others, 
should themselves be taught to walk in the good 
old paths, alluded to by Mr. Stevens in the letter 
above quoted ; and it was also feared, that the de- 
partment of literature would, if not narrowly 
watched, be made the vehicle of disseminating 
unsound opinions both in politics and religion. 
Accordingly, to promote this counteraction of false 
opinions, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Jones, of Nayland, 
and some others, formed '' A Society for the Re- 
formation of Principles,'* from which originated 
the Review, called ^'The British Critic," and a 
most admirable collection of tracts compiled for 
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toe of the younger Clergy^ with a prefiwe by 
the Rev. liVffliam Jtm^* of Ntyhnd, entitled^ 
'' The Scholar armed agamst the Errors of the 
'' Times." 

In consequence of the alarai^ wUdi bH that 
time permded the Hiinds of aU good and sett* 
ous men^ Mr. Jones sent o«t two letttfs> of 
which Mr. Stevens tfaas speaks in a letter tit^ 
Bishop Skinner : 

^ Our good flfiend^ Mr. Joncs^ did grcait oecu- 
'^ tion by a tetter from Thomas Bull to his brMiier 
''John. It to6k the puMfe feticy hugely^ lyftd 
'^ hurt the RepaUkans not a little^ as was plain 
^ by tiieir iMlcing ; for you know> when you tfiiow 
'' ia stone at a dog^ and h« yelps^ you may be sure 
^ you have hk him. Probably you have seen it» 
""' as w^ as a second letter^ and a sniiA i^Avok 
'' length of Dr. Pri^tley; but lest you idmiM uot^ 
^' I win (send them.'* 

la the year 17d8, the truly learned Mi most 
pious Mr. Jones^ tii Nayland> became so mudi 
dbaketi in his health> that he was obliged to relin^ 
quish the ftitther care of pupils : a matter^ not only 
to be deplored on account of the pecuniary toss 

* Ste Jone^ printed Works/ Vol. XH. p. 3^6. 
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thereby occasioned to th^ yeaerable te^ch6r> but 
by those parents who might look forward to have 
4he future charaqtera of their sws formed by such 
a guide. Another distress in Mr. Jones's case, 
and a most s^ious one to a person of his 
thoroughly conscientious mind was, his incapacity 
to discharge agreeably to his own wishes, all his 
pastoral functions, and his inability to pay a 
curate. But here again the active and benevdent 
mind of Mr. Stevens, exerted iu ^e caiwie of 
friendship, shewed itself, as U9uajl> with stt^h a 
delicacy to his friend's feelings, and at the same 
time with such a i%ed determination to do what 
he thought would tend to the benefit of that friend, 
as i^annot !hil to raise our admiration and esteem. 
The i^ole transaction is better related than I 
cqtild do it by Mr. Steven^ himself, in a letter 
to Mrs. Gunning, dated the 8tb of September, 
1798, including n passage of a letter from Mr. 
Joneii himself, whi^b proves the d^icacy and 
aecrecy with i^ich Mr. Stev^psi bad condwted 
the business. 

^^ As concerning 014 Jonei, (ajB he sometimes 
^^ called him, and sometime^ ibe OJd Bpy) about 
^^ whom we were in no smaU distress, when J left 
'' FarabcNTOii^, J b*ve much to say. I sent the 
'^ letter which gave me so much «neapiA«BS to iny 
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'' oracle at Cheltenham^ who said, it was very 
^' affecting, and reflected shame somewhere ; he 
'' advised me to do as I proposed, and enclose the 
'' very letter, which he returned for that purpose 
*' to his Grace of Canterbury (Dr. Moore), which 
'^ I accordingly have done, accompanied with a 
^' short one from myself, in which I express my 
^' persuasion that the case being so, his Grace 
'^ would, from his particular regard for the party, 
^' wish to be acquainted with it. And this I did, 
^^ although before the letter went, I received one 
^^ from the Old Boy, in answer to mine, which I 
'' had written to comfort him, by taking upon me 
" the expense of a Curate for him, wherein, to 
'^ my great satisfaction, he says, that I have dis- 
*' pelled at once the dark cloud that hung over 
^^ him, and given him hope that he may finish his 
'^ voyage without being aground. The prospect 
'' of wanting a Curate, whom he could not afford 
^^ to pay, and the assessments swallowing up his 
'^^ income, under the infirmities of age, overcame 
^' and overthrew him : what was to be done he 
^' could not foresee ; but now there is a way to 
^^ escape; and if I will give }fnm leave to thank 
f' God first, he will thank me next, Well, what 
'' a blessed thing, says he, is Christianity, which 
*' teaches the strong to support the weak, and 
'' help the helpless r 
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Then in a Postscript Mr. Stevens says : 

^' Since writing the foregoing, I have received 
^^ a letter from Old Jones, in which are these 
^^ words : — ' On the present occasion I write to 
^' ' you first, to tell you that the Archbishop, 
'^ ' hearing of my illness, (Did you tell him ?) has 
^^ ' oflFered me something to comfort me under the 
^' ' form of a sinecure, where, or of what value, 
'^aknownof ' 

Mr. Stevens adds, and well he might thus 
write : 

^* I do not know that I ever did any thing which 
'^ ever gave me greater, or so much satisfaction, 
'^ as my vnriting first to the Old Boy, with an offer 
^' which comforted him so much, and then writing 
^^ to the Archbishop, which has produced so good 
^' an effect. I never mentioned to him that I had 
^' written to his Grace, not knowing what might 
'' be the success, though I had no doubt in my 
'' own mind but it would answer: and now I am 
'^ clear that the sinecure is only a piece of deli- 
'^ cacy in his Grace, chusing to express in that 
'^ maimer his intention of allowing him one 
^' hundred pounds per annum out of his own 
'' pocket." 
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This wMe tiaBWction is equaBy InmoaniMe 
f o Archbishop Moore and Mr. Stevens^ and proves 
decidedly what their i^inion yfus of the merits of 
Mr. Joaes^ ftur whose comfOTt^ without aolicitaticin^ 
tliey were willing, vqluntarily and inatantaneoudy, 
to make rach ejieftions. Out it was only for a ^orl 
(uBAethatUiese good snen were tfaw cdled ¥pap to 
assist the venanble Pastor; for op the pwning 
c^ the E^iphiiny^ 1800> be was cpUed tp the reward 
of his labours. Although I am iifit writing the 
life of Mr. Jones^ but of his biographer^ I cannot 
lefiise myself the plei^siire af popying^ nop my^ 
reader the pleasure of readings the following ej^r 
tract of a letter firom Mr. Stevens^ dated the 23d 
^ January^ 1800, whicli coiiy^y9 the sentifients 
of Bishop Slwiner respecting ]\|r. Jones, befpi^ 
lie knew of his de^, va^ the account of the 
dose of his life by APQ^t^r hw4 in very affecting 
terms: 

'^ I thought you would admire the prf %ce tp the 
^' (he JUife of Bislu^ Hofne. The Ar^^^^lf^^ 
'' (Moore) approves it mffdi ; tmd I told bis Qrs^oe 
'' I flattered n)yse|f thfit Hutdufispni^i))^ wf>uld 
'^ ftppear to be such a harmless tl|ing ^hat qqbody 
'^ need be afraid of it. ^ Qidwp Sfcinper (not 
" knowing, ak^ ! tbf^ we hi^d Iqs^ oijr chfiippipn) 
'^ says^ in a l^ter I received from him tvfq d^ys 
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^' ago. ^ III the limited circle of my acquaintance, 
''^I know not where one could be founds so 
'' ' capaMe as Mr. Jones of writing the character 
'''of a lively, ingenious^ entertaining writer, 
" ' with that of a truly Christian, learned, and 
" ' orthodox Divine ; one who, since the death of 
" ' his venerable friend, the late Bishop of Nor- 
" ' wick, seems to stand unrivalled as an author, 
'' ' who tracer the glorious scheme of Christianity 
" ' from its proper source, and shews how it may 
" ' be found in the Book of Nature, rightly un- 
'' ' derstood, as well as in flie two girand reposi- 
" 'tones of di^rine truth, the Old and New Tes- 
" ' taments/ The Bishop sincerely wishes and 
" prays thirt Mr. Jones may yet live to offer to 
" the public now and then such well drawn 
" sketcheg of what is called the Hutehinsonian 
" scheme, a» may at last remove that disgust with 
" which it has been too generally viewed. But 
" the good Bishqp's prayers and wishes were Vain ; 
" the world was not worthy of him, and he was 
" removed. You have seen an affecting letter, 
" containing a full account of his last iflness and 
" death, which you could not Ml to admire, 
^' though full of enthusiasm : but I have seen a 
" letter, mentioning the event, not full of enthu- 
'' fiiasm-^iteame from a neighbouring clergyman ; 
"andpitttc^itlwilltmnseribe: 'On the morn- 

M 
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^' ' ing of the Epiphaily^ that good and wise man 
*' ' was conducted to the present of that Savionr 
^' ^ in whom he trusted^ and the fruition of the 
'^ ' three persons in the Eternal Godhead^ whose 
'^ ^ doctrine he maintained upon earth with so 
'^ ^ mudi ability and conviction. Could he have 
" ' foreseen that his death would happen on the 
'' ^ morning of the Epiphany^ how his pious and 
^^ ^ fertile imagination would have dwelt upon the 
*' ^ subject !' He was warmly engaged on some 
'^ important subject of Christian doctrine to 
^' the last; and the Bible and Common Prayer 
^' Book were aimoist the only books he loc4ced 
*' into for some considerable time back. I f<mnd 
^^ them always before him; and I am persuacted 
'' that he shed as many tears over the Psalms of 
*' David as the author himself. In him I btve 
^' lost an agreeable and most useful fi:iend^ and 
^' the Church one of its most able dictrnptons. 
^^ The Church m^ht fieurly be den(»riinated^9ii^t* 
^^ tant on earth with regard to him, for he was 
'^constantly fighting its battles; and in him the 
'' Devil and the wicked world experienced an 
^' active 9^nd undaunted opponent. He loved his 
'^ son and daughter^ and their happiness was very 
''dear to his affections; but neither son, nor 
" daughter, npr any other interest on earth lay 
" so near his heart, nor occupied so much of lus 
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'* attention in his latter days as timt of Christ and 
*' his Church; and the danger to which she is 
^' exposed^ under the present circumstances of the 
'^ Christian world, was amongst, the heaviest of 
'' the afflictions which he endured/' 

The friends with whom Mr. Stevens chiefly 
associated, in the latter years of his life weire 
Richard Richards, Esq. of the Chancery Bar, her 
Majesty*s Solicitor General; James Allan Park, 
Esq. the King's Counsel; John Bowdler, Esq. 
of Hayes, near Bromley, in Kent; and John 
Richardson, Esq. Barrister at Law. With Mr, 
Bowdler, who lived out of town, he could n<rt 
have such frequent personal communication, al- 
though the congenkdity of their sentiments, upon 
every point of religion and politics, led Mr. 
Bowdler to Broad-street whenever he visited 
London ; and Mr. Stevens passed nmny agreeaUe 
hours at Hayes: but at the houses of each of Hie 
three other gentlemen, Mr. Stevens dined regu- 
larly once a week upon a set day, when either 
those friends were invited who delighted in his 
society, or he was at liberty to chuse his own 
company, by inviting those whom he pleased to 
meet him : and those who saw him once, in the 
moments of cheerful eaee and conviviality, were 
ev^r aniious i^ m^t him $^9,in. Jn several of 

M3 
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the letters now lying before me^ his kmdi^BSS 
and affection for his Mends are pourtrayed in 
such strong and marked characters^ and his gra- 
titude for tl^ir friendship so strongly expressed^ 
that it would give infinite pleasure to the reader 
to peruse the overflowings of such a heart. But 
as many of those^ of whom^ and to whom these 
ebullitions of an a£Eectionate heart were poured 
£(»rth^ are still ahve^ I lament that it is the duty of 
the Biographer to for^o this pleasure himsdf^ 
and to deprive his readers €i it. 

A man so much attached as he was to his friends^ 
and so beloved as he was fw hig virtues and hk 
dieerfiilness of diq^oskioii^ was likely to recdve 
all those attentions tint could be grateful to his 
foeUngft, or make tiie dose of life most agreeable 
to him. Accordingly it occurred to the gentle- 
men lately mentioned to institute a dub in hon- 
cmr of their revered and much admired friend, 
which should be denominated Nabobs Club, in 
conformity to the name which his humility had 
induced him to assimie wh^d he effected his 
various pamphlets. This club was not to meet 
aa often as to make the attendance bwdepsome, 
nor so seldom as to allow it to become neglected. 
Accwdingly three meetings were to be held every 
year, during the winter and spring months, viz. 
the end of Nov^nber^ the beginning of March, 
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iind the 39th of May. The first meeting of this 
elub yra» in the spring of the year 1800^ and it 
was composed^ besides the gentlemen above* 
framed, of two noble Lords^ and persons of the 
first station for talents and worth in the three 
learned professions^ and oAers of a literary cha- 
racter, who delighted in the conversation, admired 
the principles, and honoured the prominent and 
active virtues of Mr. ^evens's character. In a 
letter to Bishop Skinner, describing ^ firsts 
i^eeting of the club, he mys : 

'^ We dKmU have been very kappy to have had 
'^ you make coie at the meeting at tiie Crown &kA 
'' Anchor. Oih* excellent friend, Mi». Bbwdler, 
'^ v^as much phased on the occasion: and I own^ 
^' it appeared a mighty contforiabte tMng to see 
'^ so many good feUows got together at one time;^ 
^' aH true to the backbone. It was doing Nobody 
'^ gieat honour to put him in the chair." 

In a letter to another friend he says : 

^^ You are very right m preparing your good 
'^ man to stay in town till after the 39th of No- 
'' vember; he must assist at Nobody's Club; it 
^' is a kind of meeting suited to his taste; where 
'^ Nobody is, there he likes to be; and where he 
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'' is, I like to be. I remember Sam Johnson's 
'^ friends, a year or two before his death, instituted 
^' a club for his amusement: this is something 
'^ <rf the same nature; and will last about as 
'^ long:* it may be the only opportunity your 
'' husband will have of attending, and he should 
'^ not miss it." 

The same cause Ivhich has prevented me from 
speaking of Mr. Stevens's c^ectionate letters 
respecting his Iwing friends, obliges me to with- 
hold any commendation of those who composed 
Nobody's Club : but as two of them departed this 
life in the time of the venerable head— 'ami as 
they were men of considen^le eminence, it is 
trusted there oain be no impropriety in a woii^ 
intended to produce, for the example of the Uving, 
modds of departed worUi, to make a more parti- 
cular mention of them. The very year in which 
this club was instituted proved &tal to one of them, 
George Downing, Esq. of Lincoln's Inn, Bar- 

* How long Dr. Johnson's clab lasted I know not; bat 
Nobody's Club, instituted In 1800>» still exists, tkough its 
venerable head be no more^ under the name of Nobody's 
Friends'. Many new and respectable members, both for 
learning and worth, have been added since his death ; and 
I see no reason why it may not exist for many years to 
come. 
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irister at Law. His death was occasioned by a 
cold caught as an officer of the Light Horse 
Volunteers, in being exposed to the rain, during 
a whole night, on account of some riots in Lon- 
don. Mr. Stevens, in a letter dated the 16th of 
October, 1800, to Mr. Frere, thus deplores his 
^eath: 

^^ But, alas ! this talking of Parr reminds me 
*^ (not reminds me, indeed, for he is continually 
^' in my mind) of his pupil, our worthy friend, 
'^ George Downing, who is to be buried this day 
'^ with military honours. The noble historian, 
" in his character of Lord Falkland, observes, 
^^ ^ that the loss of that one man alone would 
^^ ' make the Rebellion execrable to all posterity:* 
*' so may we say, curse on the riots that were the 
*' occasion of poor Greorge's death !" 

In another letter to Bishop Skinner, of the 9th 
of December, 1800, he says: 

^^ As you suspected, we have lost good George 
'*^ Downing. He was much missed at the meet- 
'' ing of some friends to dine with Nobody, at 
'' the CroWn and Anchor, on the 29th of Novem- 
^^ ber. I never knew a man more universally 
^' lamented: he was not only a loss to his friends. 
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f' an the AJrchbiBhop (Moore) observed to me, bat 
^' he W|L8 B. public loss/' 

Of fiUch a man, wh^m I weU knew and MKichi 
deplored, I thought it right to procure a fuller 
account; and from my exceUent friend, die R^. 
Dr. Gaskin, who long knew Mr. Downing naj 
his £Bunily, and who with the affection of a friend, 
%xkA the sacred sdicitude of a truly Christiaii pas- 
tor, attended his dying bed, I have received the 
following^ particulars of this much tp be lamepted 
mail, of whoise example the world wfis d^l^ived 
whfett he had only attain^ thirty seveti yeajr9. 

Mr. Downiag was the son c^ ^ Jlev. Oe^rge 
Downii^, one of Uie Prebeo^ii^ of Py ; and 
the intimacy of this y«#iig gi^ntleitian wkh Mr. 
SteveflNS arose from a friendship of long stimding 
between the lifter gentleman, M^. QowniHi^s 
father. Bishop Home, and Mr. Jones. Young 
Mr. Downing received his classical education 
under the care of the eelebnttied Dr. Parr, a%4 
his eminent proficiency as a scholar, together 
with his wiiable qualities ^ ^ pupil^ eve? were 
acknowledged by his leaned preceptor. He was 
altern^d9 articled to Mr. Alston, a respectable 
Attorney ^t Nayland> in SuffoUjL; and was thfr^ 
introduced to the more immediate attention and 
land offices of tihe exceBe^^t Mr- #<H)9i^^ (wh^M 
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life we have lately been so much contemplating) 
who was at that time Minister of the parish of 
Naylandj and in the full possession of his Intel* 
lectual vigour. Mr. Jones was well qualified to 
i^redate classical accomplishments^ and the 
qualities of a virtuous^ unassuming^ and well 
principled youth; and Mr. Downing ever consi^ 
ctered his introduction to Mr. Jones as one of 
the most important «ras of his life. They be* 
ewie attached to each other^ and notwithstanding 
the disparity of years^ Mr. Jones was rejoiced to 
witness such dispositions in the s<m of his cdd 
friend; and Mr. Downing spent all his leisure 
hwv9, whilst he remained at Nayknd/ in the 
society of Mr. Jones. Under such an instructof 
find guide^ his rdyigious and p<^tical principles 
were matured and finnly established^ on a basis 
which never could be shaken^ and his cbssacal 
and philosophical studies were pursuied with sa* 
tisfaetion and advantage. 

Having completed the term of Ins engagemtnt 
with Mr. Alston^ and being eswiently fualifl^ 
fw the higher and mc^re imp<»rtani depajptioents of 
tiie iaw^ he entered hims^ as a Student of the 
Homeurablci Society of Lincoln's Inn> and for 
9Mie On^ piactised as a Coaveyancer under the 
Bar, to which he was afterwards called. In thv 
wtricate imq^ dry department of the kir> his 
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abilities soon acquired celebrity amongst profes- 
sional men^ and business pressed upon him. The 
social qualities^ the variety of attainments^ the 
benevolent^ amiable^ and attractive manners of 
Mr. Downing could not foil to win the affections 
of a large circle of friends^ amongst whom^ many 
of the hours that could be spared from business 
were spent^ and who were ever cheered and de- 
lighted in his society. His attachment to the 
Constitution in Church and Siate^ and \m high 
sense of loyalty^ induced him to become a mem- 
ber^ and soon after he was appointed an officer^ 
of the corps of Light Horse Volunteers, in which 
corps he soon became a most popular characta*, 
and amongst whom he may be said to have lort 
his life. The pressure of prctfessional business^ 
intercourse with his friends, and frequent mus- 
ters of his corps, began apparently to overpowar 
his strength; and in an arduous service with the 
Volunteers, during a time of pubUc alarm, in 
1800, he caught a cold, which brought on an 
inflammatory fever, which in a few days termi- 
nated in his death, aged 37 years, to the great 
concern of his alBicted wife, (the daughter <rf his 
old master, Mr. Alston, of Nayland) his vene- 
rable parents, and a numerous circle of greatfy 
attached friends. Dr. Gaskin, as a friend «nd 
ekrgyman, visited him on hi^ dying bed,^ and 
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happy to find in him the faith, hope, and charity 
of the Christian, engaged to administer, on the 
following morning, to him, his afflicted wife, and 
their common friend, Mr. Stevens, the dying 
Christian's most comfortable rt^rtict^m; but before 
the hour for this solemn administration had ar* 
rived, his soul had fled to the place of departed 
spirits. The corps of Liight Horse Volunteers, 
as a testimony of their affection and regard for 
their deceased companion, passed a resolution^ 
requesting that his funeral might be a public one : 
his remains were accordingly buried with military 
honours, in the parish church of St. Paul, Covent 
Garden, attended by the whole of that highly re- 
spectable body. 

The next member of Nobody's Club, whose 
death happened in the Hfe of its venerable head^ 
was the Rev. Jonathan Boucher, Vicar of Epsom, 
in Surrey, who died in May, 1804. Of him Mr. 
Stevens thus writes, in a letter to l^shop Skinner, 
June 5, 1804: 

'' I believe I mentioned in my last letter the 
'' precarious state of our good friend Mr. Bou- 
" cherts health, so that you were the less sur- 
^' prised to hear, what you no doubt have heard, 
'' of his death. I saw him about a fortnight be- 
'' fore the event, when I concluded he was not 
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'' long for Uik worlds though I did not coastder it 
*' 9B the last time I should see him. His loss will 
'^ be seTerely felt by his famfly^ his namerouft 
^' friends^ and the public ; notwithstanding the 
^' troth of Dr. Young's obsenfalion^ that tiie mind 
'^ turns fool before the cheek ia dry. The widow 
'^ has a large family to take care of^ thwe being 
" eight children^ including one she had by b^ 
^ former hudramd^ and all young. An anxious 
^' situation ! Her grief is not rendered mwe poig« 
'^ nant by being 1^ in want^ as her circun^tancea 
^' must be good; and so they had i^ed be. His 
^ great wori^^* which mig^ contribute to die 
'' diorteaing of his days^ was &r from bein^ 
*^ finished; and whether any one can be Ibirad 
^' to carry it on^ and complete it^ so as to make 
'^ what wa» done beneficial to the fioaily or the 
" public^ i» very uncertain. Man proposes and 
^^ God (fisposes. lather we must mourn for our 
" friends^ or our friends must mourn for us. Siscb 
'^ is the tenure by which we hold; and happy for 
'' us when we can say ex ardmoy ^ Not our will, 
"^ 'but thine, O God, be done !' There was a 
'^ meeting of Nobody's friends, at die Ciown and 
'' Anchor, on the 29th of May, when they had 

* A GlosSarjT of ProTincial aod Archaeological Words, 
itttoodtdas aiSupi^wneBtto Djb. JolmsoaY Dictioiiar}t. 
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'' to lament^ as they did most sincefrely, the loss of 
^"^an excellent member since the last meeting, 
" our invaluable friend/* 

The histmy of this gentleman was certainly 
most sin^lar^ and it were much to be wished 
that his own account of his sufferings in Ame- 
rica, on account of his loyalty, had met the pub- 
Kc eye. Mr. Boucher was bom at Blencogo, in 
the county of Cumberland; and after receiving 
his education at Wigton, under the Rev. Joseph 
Blaine, he went, at tihe age of sixteen, to North 
America. At the proper age he came home to 
Gngknd to be ordained, and afterwards feithfuUy 
and zealously discharged the duties of a Minister 
ai the Church in America, till the year 1775, 
when the distracted state of the British Colonies 
obliged him, after his property there, which wai^ 
his aU, was confisc^t^d^ and himself proscribed as 
a traitor, ta return to Great Britain. Of his ex- 
emplary conduct in the discharge of 1m ministerial 
functions in the Western Hemisphere, abundant 
pro^ wifl be fumisked by a yrork pnbhfifced by 
him in Ae year 1T97, intitted, '^ A View of the 
^* CaiNies and Consequences of Hie American 
^^ Revok^ion, in Thirteen Discourses, preached 
'^ in NMlii America, between the years 17^ and 

1775.'- In the very elaborate and interesting 



€4 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 MEMOIRS OF 

prefiBbce^ prefixed to the Discourses^ conststilig of 
ninety pages^ and containing anecdotes and ob^ 
serrations respecting the writers^ and most emi- 
nent persons, concerned in the American Revo- 
lotion, he ohserves, page 88:—^^ Cast, as my lot 
'^ was, by Providence, in a situation of £fficult 
^' duty, in such an hour of danger, it would have 
'' been highly reproachfal to have slept upon my 
" post. Investigations of the important sutgects 
*' of religion and government, when conducted 
'^ Mrith sobriety and decorum, can never be un- 
f' seasonable; but they seein to be particularly 
'^ called for in times like those, in which these dis- 
'' OHirses were written — times, when the Kings of 
'' the earth stood up, and the rtders took coimsel 
" together against the Lord, and against his Jnr 
'' noiwtod, sa$fmg. Let us break their bonds asun- 
^^ der, and cast atoqgf thekr cords from u$/' 

The conclusion of this pr^ce is so beautiful 
and affecting, that I am sure I diall^be excused for 
tnmsorilttng it. 

^' If haply this volume diould find its way into 
'^ those distant regions where die greatest part of 
'^ it was first produced, and there should be still 
'' living any of those old friends, with whom, in 
f' old times, I formerly took sweet counsel toge- 
V <^; I entreat them to remember taie as one 
'^ who loved them and their country, tf not wisely. 
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^f yet wdl. If it should be so fortunate as to fall 
^^ into the hands of any of the inhabitants of the 
^^ different parishes which I held in Virginia and 
^^ Maryland^ (many of whom once were my willing 
^^ hearers^ and^ at the ri^ of more than blame^ 
'^ listened with a respectful attention to sev^ul of 
^^ these very sermons^) I entreat their acc^tance 
^^ erf them in tiiirir pres^it form. I entreat them 
"^"^ to consider this bode as tl^ legacy of one .who 
^^ still bears it in mind^ with pleasure and with 
^^ pride^ that he once was their faithful and favorite 
*' pastor. In this world we are severed to meet 
'^no more: but we may meet again wben^ ere 
'' long^ both they and I cdiall be call^ on to give 
f ^ account^ (at a tribunal where passion and preju- 
f f dice can have no place) they, how they rec^ived 
f ^ insUoiction — and I^ whM instructicm I commuiu* 
'^cated^ and in what manner. God gnmt tlmt 
^^ ndther they may have been wnprofitaUe hear- 
f-^ epS'-^nor J, istfter having preached to others, 
'^ myself he a castasoay." By a note to the im«- 
face^ it tqppaars that Mr.' Boucher had at several 
times held the rect(»ry of Hanover^ in Virginia— 
ihe li^ng of St. Mary's^ in the same county — and 
afterwards^ by the &.vmir of Sir Robert JSden^ 
Bart, Governor of Maryland, successively the 
rei^ry of St. Auoe's, in Annapolis, and Queen 
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Aiine% in Prince Gcorge'8 comity, from wWch he 
was ejected at the revolution. 

These sarmons are inscribed, by a wdl^written^ 
manly dedication, to General Washington, whom 
Mr. B. states to have been once his neighbour jmd 
friend: but he adds, in a traly Christian spirit, 
'^ the unhappy dispute^ which terminated in the 
^ disunion of our respective countries, alM bjrake 
'^ off our personal coanection ; Imt I never was 
^' more than your political ^lemy, and every sen- 
'^ ttmaat even of political animosity has, en my 
'* part, long ago subsided.'' The wholedP these 
discoorses unequivocally demonstrate this truth, 
Aat the pious, manly, and doqoent aothor was 
not to be dctorred by the p^nM)aal difficulties in 
winch the schism and fiEurtion that then prevailed 
had {daced him, from muntaining, with mtdaunted 
resolution, those doctrines, political andrdigious^ 
in whidi he had been educated. I cannot with- 
hold from the reader^ the following pasHnge from 
Mr. Bouch^'i» farewell sennon^ preached in Mary- 
land, in the year 1775, as a proof of strong, mariy, 
energetic, pioii^, and k^al eloquence i and I envy 
not the man nor his feelings, whose head a»d 
heart are not deeply affected by the perusal In 
page 587 gI &e volumie, is the Isflowing hurst 
of tme CSuistian toyalty : '' Smctrdy do I mklk 
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'^ ^t wei?e not now m^^majy to cfave yoiir mdnU 
'^ gence for a few minutes longer, — it shall be but 
'' for^ few, >to j^p^ jof myself. If I am to oi«dit 
^' scHBe wnm$09 wtu(^ hftv^ 1;<een kindly whis*- 
^' pev^d ia my e^ (and I .am pireud thus puMidy 
^"^ tp acknowle<^, ttiat it is to ^ man H^KMie p^- 
^' tical tenete are thte opposite of mine, tbat I owe 
^^ this iufwiYiation^ <^>miiiiuni^atieid^ no doubt, fi^om 
'^ motives of good y^jM nnd bipfmpttty) ihat, unkas 
'' I WiUl forbesar io pijay lir ^ Kttng, y#ia.are to 
^' heftr nae nftithcjr piFay ftor pr^adi arty longer. 
'^ No intimation cioiild poa^ibly liave been less 
*^ welco^ae to me. Di9l4e*es8Jiig, however, as the 
^' dilemma eonfe^edly is, it is not one that eillier 
'' requires cpr will admit pf amomenCis hesitation. 
^' Entertaining all di*e respe<* for my ordination 
^^ vows, I am ftiw in my resolution, whilst I ptaj 
" in public at.all, 4q conform to the unmirttkleA 
^^ liturgy of my Church; and rev^encing the in- 
^' Junction of an Apostle, I will continue to pratf 
^' for the Kin^ and4tU that are in mUhvnty under 
'' Mm; and I will do so, not only because I am aio 
.^^commanded, but that, as the Apos^ adds, vtre 
^' may cositinue to lead >qukl and peaceable Hues 
^^ m €M gotttiness and homsty. Inclination, as 
*' well as duty, confiyms me in this purpose. As 
^^ long 'OS I l^e, there&Mre, yea, whilst / have 
^' imf hing, will I, with Zaddc the priest, and 
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'' Natfifttt the prophet^ prodaim^ God sate tHE 

Soon after 1Mb*. Boucher retiumed to thk coun- 
try, the Rw. John Parkhurst, whose inyaluaUe 
Hebrew and Greek Lexicons Imve enriched the 
learned and the Christian world, presented htm to 
Ibe vicara^ of Epsom, without solicitation, and 
knowing him only t>y character; and here he 
spent the reminder of his days. Through life 
Mr. Bovdier enjoyed the soci^y and friendship 
of men of erudition and science; and, on various 
occasions, ^nployed hk pen, not only in defence 
of those p<dkical principles on which the British 
m<mardiy is founded, but in critical enquiries and 
theol<^cal duties. Of his discourses from the 
pulpit in Great Britain, two assize sermons have 
been printed, and fully justify the request o{ the 
Grand Juries, to whom we are inddi)ted for their 
puUioition. During the last fourteen years, Mr. 
Boucher's literary labours were confined to the 
completion of a Glossary of a Provinckl and 
Archaeotog^cal Wm*ds. The public has knig 
looked forward to the publication of this workj, 
fully convinced, from the known abilities of the 
author, that this supplement to Dr. Johnsim's 
hbours, would, in every respect, be wcwrthyof 
shining on the same shelf with its great protcrtype. 
Mr. Boucher was also an ample contributQr to 
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Mr. H^tdnnton'fr /compilation of the History ci 
Ounberland. The account of the parish ^ 
Bromfid4 ^nd ^^ vbry interesting Biographical 
Sl^ches df the essineot Cumberiand M^^ pab^ 
lisbed in the same ^imrky and marked JSi^grapMa 
CttmbremUy were wi»tten by him. Mr. Boacher 
was a patiHot in the bert sense of . the w^rd ; he 
was ever anxjou9 tQ promafte the welfare of his 
fellow countrymea ; "audi^ in, many iai^tsiaces^ per- 
sonally contributed, either by pecuniary or literary 
exertions, to meliorate the condition of society. 
There is one trait of Mr* Boucher's estimable 
character, (knitted in the account given of him in 
tile Gentleman's Magazine, which must not be 
passed by unnoticed ; because it is, in the writer's 
opinion, onb pf th^ most lovely features in the 
portraiture of a good man and of a Christian, and 
assimilates him in a m<Mre miorked manner to the 
excellent person, who is the chief object of this 
memorial. Mr. Boucher was reaUy the friend of 
youth; and whenever he discovered in a young 
man a desire to do well, he omitted no pains, he 
spared no attention, and he avoided no labour, to 
encourage such a youth, and to enable him to run 
the career of virtue, and to establish in his mind 
the sound prii^ciples of religion. He had the 
happy art of winning many to the ways of righ- 
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teoasnMs; and we may therefore trust that hfe 
will himself derive the blessmg pronounced upon 
such meUi of shining Vke the ston for ever and 
ever. Upon bis deatii^ sevoal of hk young 
friends^ who had derived sadi advantages ttom 
his counsels^ his encouragement^ and his support^ 
and all of whom^ with one exception^ were mem- 
bers of Nobody's Club, erected to his memory a 
monument in Epsom Churdi^ with the following 
inscription : 

Near this plaee are depositedi 

In the hope of a blessed resurrection to eternal life. 

The temaitisof theRer. Jonathan BoucttsR, M. A. F« A.$. 

Nineteen jrears Vicar of this Parish: 

He was born at Blracogo, in Cumberland, 12th March, 1738 : 

And died 27th April, 1804. 

A faithful steward of the mysteries of God, he ever 
MUkitained and enforced, both by his writings and discdnrses^ 

That form of sound doctrine delirered unto the Saints; 

Whilst in his opinions and practice he exhibited a bright 

Example of Christian Charity. 

Few men possessed a l^ger store of rarious knowledge, 

Or greater liberality of communication ; and the success with 

Which, in the intervals of more important pursuits, he 

Cultirated English Philological AntiquiUes, will excite 

The regret of all the learned for the erent, which has left his 

Valuable labours nnftniriied. 
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His loj^aJty 4o hU Kji^^ remained unsliakeo, efen when 

The madness of the people raged furiously against lum; 

And, for conscience sake, he resigned ease and affluence in 

America^ to endure hardships and porerty in his natif e land r 

But the Lord gave him twice as ranch as he had before, 

And Ueastd kts latter end more than hlg beginning;^ 

His excellent and much valued friend^ John 
Frere^ Esq. late Member of Parliament for Nor- 
wich^ another member of Nobody's Club, sur- 
vived Mr. Stevens only a few months. 

But the time was now come, when, in the dis- 
pensations of Providence, Mr. Stevens's friends 
were to be deprived of a cheerful companion, and 
their bright exemplar of every religious grace 
and virtue ; and this faithful servant of God waa 
to be called to his reward. Whether he had any 
presentiment of his approaching dissolution, I 
know not : but it is certain^ that the though^ q£ 
death were ever present to his mind, and bijt one 
month before his departure, namely, in January^ 
1807, he writes thus to a confidential friend : 

^^ In regard to my man Wijliam (meaning 
^'himself) you must see he is good for nothings 

* The greatest part of the aboTe character of the excd^ 
lent Mr. Boucher is taken from an account given in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, for June, 1804, by the late Sir Fre. 
derick Morton Eden, Bart, son of Sir Robert Edea, to whom 
Mr. Boucher felt himself so nmch indebted. 
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'^ and no assistance 1 can get for him wiH be of 
*' any avail. The time is come when Israel must 
*' die, however reluctant he may be to it. You 
'^ see I am scarce able to write, and of coiMse 
'^ you will not expect to keur miidi more firom 
*' me." 

Whatever his inward sensations were, he dined 
at the house of the writer of this account the very 
day week before his death. He appeared in high 
spirits, and read aloud to the family with his usual 
energy and pathos during the whole evening. 
The author saw him again on the Wednesday 
following, and dined in company with him on 
Thursday, the 5th of February, which was only 
thirty-six hours before his death ; and though on the 
latter day he was not quite so cheerful as he fre- 
quently was, he ate a hearty dinner, and there 
was nothing in his manner, nor in his expressions, 
to occasion the leajst alarm in the minds of his 
friends or admirers. So far this good man's 
wishes and prayers were heard; for he had 
always hoped that his death might not be lin- 
gering; and all who knew him were assured 
that however sudden it might be, vrith him it 
could not be unprepared; which we presume to 
be the true meaning of the word sudden in our 
Liturgy. On Friday, the 6th of Febjpuai^y^ 
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Mr. Stevens spent the whole morning at home* 
dridly tn company with his friend^ Mr. Bowdler^ 
who says^ that his eonversation was animated^ 
lively, and very mtich like what it ever was, with 
a friend he so tenderly loved, and whose senti- 
ments were so much in nnison with his own. 
These two friends were to dine together at Mr. 
Richardson's, in King's-road. His coachman, 
who had always been remarkable for his punc^ 
(uality, and had frequently received the commen* 
jdations of his master on that,a<acount, was, on this 
day, happily and providentially a giteat deal after 
hi&time; and Mr. Stevens had put on his great 
coat in order to be ready: but just as be was 
stepping into hi» carriage, he was seized with a 
pain in his chest. Mr. Bowdler asked the cause 
of his sudden emotion; he answered calmly, 
nothing hut death. He was attended immediately 
by two physicians ; and he was bled ; and; though 
restless at times, he, upon the whole, slept quietly. 
Mr. Bowdler, who never quitted him till a laie 
hour, relates an anecdote which proves that the 
same rdigious spirit, and the sane ready obed^ 
ence to God's will, which pervaded evecy thought, 
word, aad actjkmi, from his eariiest you^, con- 
tinued to operate upon him^ even to the latest mq- 
mwi of his existence. After the stroke of death 
above-mentioi^ Reeling (I suppose) that he w» 
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dyings he reftised the hnedidin^s which the pbysl- 
dans had prescribed ; and I (says Mr. Bowdfcr) 
was desired to prevail on him to take theni:, ^hich 
i did with the usual argument^ '' do it to obKge 
'^ me /' but in vain ; for he still refused : at last I 
was going to say, '^ It i^your duty to God to do 
'' what you can to preserve your life :'' but when 
I had uttered only the six firtt words, he seized 
the cup, and drank it to the dregs, and kyiug hold 
of my hand, (adds Mr. Bowdler) said with gteat 
earnestness several times, " my dear friend, my 
" dear friend !'' as if wishing to express, not only 
kis alfectionate regard to this excellently good 
man, but his gratitude for recalling him to his duty 
to God, at that moment, when, as Our excellent Li* 
turgy in most impassioned language in the burial 
service, teaches us to pray, fA^f God will not skf- 
fer ns in our last hour fot any p^^im ^ denth to 
fall from Mm. Not long before he expired^ Mr 
Bowdler asked him, after he wak^ trbm a ttlm 
«leep, whether he should repeat a prayer: the 
dying Christian assented. Mr. Bowdler repeated 
the collect from the order for the visitaticm of the 
sick, begimiing with these words : '^ O Lord, look 
*' down from heaven, &c." when he had said^ 
*' Give him comfort dtnd sure tonfidence m thee/'^ 
Mr. Stevenssaid very calmly and £stincdy> Ammf 
but as he did not repeat it at the end df the €kt- 
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fect^ it ispiiesuined his mind vms exhausted. When 
the clock struck three in the morning'^ he said to 
the servant, '^ My time is come. Oh dear, good 
'' God!" and fell asleep without a struggle or a 
groan. 

The remains of this valuable man were depo- 
sited on the 14th of February in Otham church- 
yard, in the county of Kent, which, though not 
the place of his nativity, yet, from being the 
parish of his maternal relations, he had always 
r€!garded as his home; and in the church-yajrd 
of which he bad always expressed his desire to be 
buried. Indeed to the church of Otham he had, 
during his life time, been a great benefactor^ 
having laid out about £600 in repairing and 
adorning it. The following Epitaph^ written by 
a friend, is placed upon a marble tablet in the 
church ; and is the best and truest summary of 
the character of this extraordinary man that could 
possibly have been given : 

Sacred to the Memory of 

WiLiii AM Stevens, 

Late of Broad-street, \u the City of Loadoa, Howr, 

And many years Treasurer of Qaeen Anne's Bounty ; 

Whose remains, by his own desire, were deposited near tUi 

Church, 

Which he delisted to frequent as the place of his 'deTotioa, 

And which he repaired and adorned by his munificence. 



Digitized by 



Google 



186 ifBuoms OF 

Etf acaled^ md dnriBg hit whole lifeeogagedy m trade^ 

He jet fouod time to enricli his mind 

With Englisbi French, Latin, Greek, and especially Hebrew 

Literature j 

And connected by blood and affection 

With many of the most distingnished Di? ines of his Age, 

fie was inferior to none^ 

In profound knowledge, and steady practice, 

Of the doctrines and disciplime of the Church of England ^ 

Austere to himself alone, charitable & indulgent towards others. 

He attracted the young by the cheerfulness of his temper. 

The old by the sanctity of his life ; 
And tempering instmctire -admonition with inofiensWe wit. 

Uniting ferfent piety towards God 

With unbounded good-will and well, regulated beneficence 

towards men,. 

And illustrating his Christian Profession by his own 

consistent example. 

He became the blessed means, by dtrinre grace. 

Of winnings many to* the ways- of righteousness^ 

He finished his probation, and entered into his rest, 
' On the 7th day of February, A. D. 1807, 
In the 7^th year of his age. 

On Sunday, the 15th day of February, the day 
after Mr. Stevens's burial, his intimate and affec- 
tionate friend, the Rev. Mr. Prince, in the chapel 
of the Magd&len Hospital, of which charity Mr. 
Stevens had acted on the Committee for many 
years, on the text of St. Paul, '' That ye sorrow 
*' not wen as others^ which have no hope/' ia- 
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trodaced into his sermon a very just and alfecting 
eulogium upon the religious character and con- 
duct of his dear^ departed friend: and^ as is usual 
with that excdlent person^ he endeavoured to 
enforce upon his hearers the necesiMty <^£(^owing 
the steps of this bright example in the paths of 
virtue and holiness. He thus concludes this 
animated discourse : 

^' His body is at peace^ and his spirit returned 
^^ unto God who giave it : he is gone to his grave, 
^' like as a shock of com cometh in its season. It 
" is bur's, who knew, and loved, and revered him, 
^^ to imitate, far as v/e are able, the pattern he 
'^ hath left behind; by a life of faith and holiness, 
'''of piety and charity, and of active , cheerfid 
'' benevolence; dischai^ii^ the duties of our re- 
^' spective stations well; using this worid, as not 
'^ abusing it ; doing justly, loving mercy, andw^^ 
'^ ing humUy with our God. So> whensoever it 
*^' shall please the Almighty to callus hence, Deirth 
'^ will not find us unprepared; but we shall have 
^^ hope in our death : and when the Lord himself 
^* shall descend from Heaven, with a shout, wi(h 
^' the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
'* of God, we shall ever be with the LcNrdv 
^^ Wherefore comfint one another with these 
'^ words r 

It may be supposed that a man of such extensive 
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benerolience^ and whcmi Providence had greidy 
blessed with temporal proeqserky^ woidd^ bemg^ 
a badielor^ by his will have left lai^ snms for 
chalritoble i»es. But no sudi thing. All his 
ocNudact was formed upon princi]^: and he Ittd 
often said^ and acted iq)on that opinion^ that 
diarity is a personal graee; and that if a man has 
exercised that virtue during his life^ and also 
earriei on his beneiiEW^tions by will^ he deprives 
his successors of the means of 'exercising those 
virtues as he has done ; and 4Jmis prevents them 
from shewing themselves to be good stewards of 
the bounties of heaven. Accordingly^ except 
two kgadesj one of four thoui^and. pounds stCM^k^ 
and another of two hundred pounds sterlings one 
of which liq[>sed by the death of the individual 
beiore him^ he left the whole of his fortune to his 
fin^ coiun^ the R^. WiUmm Home^ Rector of 
Otham^ in the county <^ Kent, die bnoHier of the 
v^oemUe Pildate so often ref^^rced to in the.eanrse 
of this wprk. 

I have now completed^ Aough not in a nmoner 
equal to my own wii^es^ or to the deserts of the 
inimitable perscm whose life is reoorded^ what I 
had determined with myself to perform: namely, 
to give a (rue and accurate accxmnt of a person^ 
as extraordinary for virtuous attainments, as any 
that has ever presented itself to public obsesva- 
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tioiL. Sdvne may have attained to equal degrees 
of excellence; but few have began their course 
of virtaie and religion so early; few have con* 
tinued it so unifivmiy ; and few in the pciifBte 
walk oi life have taken the opportunity of exer- 
citkig virtuous propensities to so great an extent* 
It appears that from his earliest youth to the s^e 
of seventy-five, the Hfe of Mr. Stevens exhibited 
an uniform series of undissembled piety and pure 
Christian charity. His erudition was solid and 
various, and his mind, though directed principally 
to the cultivation of sacred learning, yet delighting 
itself continually with whatever was admirable in 
literature; and the vigour of his intellectual 
enjoyments accompanied him to the last. He 
was a true member of the Church of England, 
whose institutions and discipline he thoroughly 
understood, and whose worship, to the very close 
of his life, he most conscientiously attended. His 
memory will remain for the benefit of those who 
survive, as a man whose piety and obedience 
to his Maker was zealous, whose fiaith in his 
Redeemer was most pure and unshaken, and 
whose charity and good- will to man, from the only 
solid principle, love to God, were extensive and 
universal. 

^^ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upri^t ; 
'^ for the end of that man is peace/' May all 
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who knew this great master in the art of holy 
living;, and may aU^ into whose hands this account 
shall fall/ prdit by such an example ; may they 
live the life of this rigb^eous man^ being assured 
dwt living as he did is the only sensible method 
of acquiring any confidence that their last end 
dmU be like his 1 
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